to buy a 
"56 car... 


And so are thousands more. 
First, be sure of what you 
buy. Read our reports after 
driving all the’56 models. 
Starting on page 17. 
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Easy to install 


Saves oil 





All-metal 
construction 
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Built-in acid 
neutralizer 
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Easy to clean 





Filters out all dirt 





Traps moisture 





Never needs Reduces friction 


replacing 


End Filter Replacement FOREVER! 


with Revolutionary New Type 


Cftiew BRONTE 


OIL FILTER 


1. Eliminates Engine Acids 
2. Traps Damaging Moisture 
3. Filters all the Dirt 

4. Reduces Friction 

5. Saves the Detergents 


U.S. Patent App. 
No. 464498 


WHY GIVE YOUR ENGINE HALF-WAY PROTEC- 
TION? The Micro Bronze permanent all-metal 
filter with the built-in acid neutralizer is the 
world’s first filter that guards against all five 
engine enemies: Acids, abrasives, friction, mois- 
ture and sludge. 

Made of solid but porous everlasting sintered 
bronze, the Micro Bronze Filter screens out all 
particles of dirt and abrasives larger than .00023 
inch in size (so small you could put a thousand 
of them on the head of a pin!). The Micro Bronze 
positively cannot channel or blow up... oper- 
ates efficiently at all temperatures...never 
wears out, never needs replacing, merely occa- 
sional cleaning. 


SAVES OIL CHANGES...SAVES DETERGENTS. 
Your oil is good for at least 10,000 miles with a 
Micro Bronze Filter. All the valuable additives 
are kept in, not soaked up and wasted by the 
filter. You never need buy another replacement 
pack as long as you live! Used with modern 
detergent oils, Micro Bronze will add thousands 
of miles to engine life, help prevent loss of 
engine power, save costly oil changes, pack 
replacements and engine overhauls! 


DOES YOUR PRESENT FILTER PASS THE “ACID” 
TEST? If you have a Micro Bronze Filter with 
the built-in Acid Neutralizer, your engine is 
getting the full protection it needs! In a simple 
test you can easily make yourself, the Micro 
Bronze special element completely neutralizes 
acids in 60 seconds! 





mM, 


THE SINTERED METALS SECRET... Before World 
War II, the Germans discovered how to fuse 
microscopic balls of metal into solid but porous 
form. Following the war, this secret was made 
available to American industry and we’ve 
developed it for Micro Bronze Filters. This is a 
magnification of the filter wall. 
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FITS EVERY CAR & LIGHT TRUCK. A Micro Bronze 
Unit costs only $6.95, including all full-flow 
models. Easy to install, never needs changing. 
Micro Bronze Filter Housing $9.95 for all cars 
with no filter equipment (does not include ele- 
ment). Use the easy-order coupon now. 


Chto BRONZE FILTER CORP. 





ing Beeches ee 
Si 















Increases 
engine life 


oF 


Saves detergents 


Unaffected by 
pressure 


er 


Screens out 
abrasives 





Efficient at all 
temperatures 


ah 
Las bodge \ 

é -? 4 | 
Cremer 


Fits all cars 


Eliminates acid 


11766 West Pico Boulevard, Los Angeles 64, California * Cable Address: MICRONZE 
FILTERS THE DIRT BUT NOT THE DETERGENTS 


2 Micro Bronze Filter Corp., Dept. MT-16 
11766 W. Pico Bivd., Los Angeles 64, Calif. 


Please ship the following at once 


OO Conversion unit $6.95 (including all full-flow models) 
(10 Micro Bronze Housing Unit (Needed where car does not now 


have filter) $9.95 (does not include element) 
full price. Factory pays all shipping costs 





| Enclosed is $ 
to your door. 








MAKE, MODEL & YEAR CAR. 














STATE. 





city. ZONE. 
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wraps up the idea of go in one clean front-to-back sweepl 


Millions of Americans have now seen the five all-new cars of 
THE FORWARD LOOK ’56— Plymouth, Dodge, De Soto, 
Chrysler and Imperial. 
Their judgment and their hearts tell them: here are cars that 
must be wonderful to drive, to ride in, to be seen in! 
Take a good look yourself. Compare these cars with any new 
cars today—from any standpoint . . . in any price class. 
What catches your eye first is THE FLIGHT-SWEEP—the 
freshest new note in car design. From jutting headlight to 
crisply upswept tail, this simple, clean line says power and 
motion! This is design that borrows from tomorrow! 
Look at the people driving these cars, their faces tell you 
they know they couldn’t have made a better choice! 


> 


See how they get into “Drive”—they just press a button of 
the new Pushbutton PowerFlite! See how they go—with 
the finest new engines: more powerful, more efficient, moré 
economical. See how smoothly they ride—with an all-road 
comfort in a class by itself. See how easily they stop with 
new braking systems unequaled for sureness and ease. See 
how effortlessly they steer — with Safety Touch Power 


Steering that works ail the time, not part time. 


You'll see new safety too—for THE FORWARD LOOK ’56 
brings you the best-made bodies and frames . . . new Life- 
Guard door latches that are the safest you can have around 


you ... and Safety Seat Belts, if you wish. 


Visit your dealer soon. In THE FORWARD LOOK 'S6 cars 
you'll discover a new kind of riding and driving pleasure! 


CHRYSLER CORPORATION 


PLYMOUTH, DODGE, DE SOTO, CHRYSLER, IMPERIAL 


See Chrysier Corporation's Great TV Shows, “Shower of Stare” and “Climax!” Thursday nights, CBS-TV 
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‘cut your 
expenses 


EQUA- FLOW 
ACCUM MY Aa 


WILL UP YOUR POWER 
WHILE CUTTING EXPENSES 
AT THE GAS PUMP... 


Want to get more mileage 
out of every gallon of gas- 
oline you buy? 

Install a Belond EQUA-FLOW 
Exhaust System... the best 
on the market. 

This super efficient system 
will not “hop-up” your car, 
but simply permits delivery 
of the power that was orig- 
inally built into the engine. 
You'll be amazed at the new 
pep and getaway... and at 
your gasoline savings. 


Wt en OE os “ 
5 be Pisce are fee ae y Migs eee 5 












oe See your local Parts House, Car Dealer, Muff- 
ler Shop or Garageman today - insist on the 
BEST! 


11029 Wa ington Bivd., 


Culver City 2, Calif. . 
Dept. 2, 1801 Spielbusch Ave., » 4 
Toledo 1, Ohie 
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DELUXE 
NEUTRA-PLUG 


Has 22 times the 


STANDARD NEUTRA-PLUG 






















WITH WITHOUT 
GANE AIR-JET NEEDLE increases gas STOP THOSE TWO CAR THIEVES... 
mileage 2 to 4 (or more) MPG! Assures engine acid and abrasive metal grit! 
proper gas-air mixture at all speeds NEUTRA-PLUG has magnesium alloy 


prevents raw gas from pouring into car-” 
Gives smoother idle. Try it for 
back if not delighted. 


buretor. 


10 days--money 


Replaces stock idling screw. Specify make 
of carburetor (dual throat takes 2). 
Item 1. Ppd. 


$1.59 
each. 





WICRO-LOK SPINDLE NUTS hold front 
wheels perfectly in line. 62-point micro- 
10 times as accurate as ordi- 
That means TIRES 
give up to 6,000 
It means safer steering 
saves brakes and bearings. Made of 
tough. hardened steel. Insist on Micro- 
Lok. Only $2.95 per car. Item 5. Ppd. 


metrie head 
nary spindle nuts. 
GO STRAIGHT 


miles extra wear. 











AUTOMATIC. 
PARKING DEVICE 











PROTECT 


MAKES IT EASY for the “little woman” 
TO PARK THE CAR! Might save Dad 
some embarrassment, too. Auto-Parker 
saves scraped fenders. 


ends guesswork, 


Makes it easy to squeeze into tight spots. 
Attaches in one minute 
Used by 
Order now for fast. easy 
Item 9. Ppd. 


no tools needed. 
Schools. 


Only 


Auto Clubs and Driving 
parking. 
31.00. 





YOUR FAMILY! Approved 
Belts save lives . . . one may 
on cheap- 


Heavy 


Safety 
save yours! Don’t compromise 
er, weaker belts! 3000-lb. test 
nylon webbing. Strong, polished 
- Comfortable, adjustable. Easy to 
complete hardware for SAFE at- 
tachment. State color: blue, maroon, gray 


or green. $8.95. Item 13. Ppd. 





new wholesale catalog—just off the press! 


element to neutralize corrosive acids . . 

PLUS permanent Alnico magnet to cap- 
ture abrasive metal particles. Replaces 
stock crankcase drain plug. Standard 
model, $1.95. DELUXE 


full-floating element), $2.45. 


(double -sized 
Item 2, Ppd. 








BANDIMERE 










ADJUSTABLE 
TIMING SELECTOR 








TIMING SELECTOR 
for efficient en- 
better gas 


NEW 
smooths out timing 
greater power, 


BANDIMERE 


gine Operation, 


mileage. Selector “‘tunes” spark for any 
load, altitude, fuel octane and speed. 
Reduces bucking, pinging and _ stalling. 
Easily, quickly mounted under the dash 
of your car. Complete instr et’ons in- 
cluded. Only $6.95. Item 6. Ppd. 





WAAAY 








\WAAAAA A 
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RE-VITALIZES 


GINES. 
LIFE, 


“TIRED” EN 


Holt’s Piston Seal restores NEW 


NEW POWER to a sluggish engine! Un- 
screw spark plugs, squeeze Holt’s into 
holes. Engine heat forms self-expanding 
seal . . . boosts compression, cuts oil 


Ends piston slap. In- 
Holt’s. Insured by 
$4.95. Item 10. Ppd. 


yvuzzling like magic. 
sist on genuine 


Lloyd's of London. 








[BRAKING AND ACCELERATION 
WITH TRACTION MASTER 





BRAKING WITHOUT 





ACCELERATION WITHOUT 

















POROUS BRONZE GASOLINE FILTER POWER-THIN COPPER GASKETS in- 
prevents “gumming-up.”’ Keeps carburet- crease engine HP nearly 20%. Get better 
or perfectly tuned! Porous bronze ele- acceleration, cruising, mileage. Same as 
ment “‘screens-out’’ all gums, tars, mois- milling down cylinder head .060”. Boosts 
ture from gasoline, prevents fouling. compression up to 17%. Guaranteed not 
Better vaporization enjoy extra to blow out. 4 and 6-cylinder engines, 
mileage, power and pickup. No moving $4.95; 1932-53 Ford V-8 & Mercury, pair 


other V-8's, pair $7.95. All 
$7.95. Item 4. Ppd. 


$6.45. All 


parts, lasts forever. Fits all cars—easy 
straight 8's, 


to install. Now only $2.95. Item 3. Ppd. 


























PERMA-BRONZE OIL FILTER. You 


GET FULL EFFICIENCY FROM YOUR n ay 
COOLING SYSTEM. McRay Protecto- can’t buy better—why pay more? NEVER 
Rod unclogs rusty, corroded radiators. needs replacing. Transfer from one car 
? Guaranteed for 10 years. Go 


to the next. ( 
up to 10,000 miles without changing oil! 
Acid neutralizer included. “‘By-pass”’ fil- 


radiators and block of scale, rust 
Alternate copper and zinc 


Rids 


and corrosion. 


discs set up e lectro-galvanic action—re- sere ~via 
move old “crud” that solvents and flush- ter element, — $4.95. Full flow < _ 
ing can ig even touch, For cars, $1.95. For element, $8.95. Complete “‘By-pass”’ filter 
tracks, $3.35 with housing, $10.95. Item 8. Ppd. 





Item 7. Ppd. 
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FLASH! LICENSE PLATE SIZE HOW HIGH THE HILL. . . how deep 
CHANGES. 38 states now conform to the valley? Are you approaching sea level 
standard size! Personalized License what’s the weather going to be? 


Taylor Auto-Altimeter (similar 
altimeters) gives all the an- 
elevation 


Genuine 
to airplane 


Frames fit your new 
personal touch. Display 


56 plates—add neat, 
name, city or 


firm name. Distinctive gleaming one-piece swers. Accurately determines 
chrome frame. Up to 12 thick, die-cast and atmospheric conditions. Easy to in- 
chrome letters. Specify lettering. $1.65 stall, adjustable. 5,000-foot dial, $9.95; 


plus 10c per letter. Item 11. Ppd. 10,000-foot dial, $10.95. Item 12. Ppd. 




















TIE DOWN THOSE WHEELS—Traction 
Master stops drive-line “‘jump,”’ prevents 
“bucking’’! Axle housing can’t 
Reduces front end “‘dive’’ when 
stopping. Gives up to 28% faster accelera- 
tion, a safer, smoother ride, longer life 
for tires, shocks. U-joint and axle. For 
all cars with leaf rear springs. $39.95 
pair. Install yourself. Item 14. 


rear end 
‘“‘rotate.”” 


MORE FOR WHITE- 
WALLS? Special Kit converts black tires 
walls or color-walls in minutes. 


WORLD’S FINEST SPARK PLUGS by SPEND 
Lodge of England. Have solid platinum 
electrodes, wide heat range. Can’t corrode 
or burn out outlast average car. 
Original equipment in Rolls Royce! Gold- 


WHY 


to white 
Super-tough 
circles to tire 


welds pure latex 
With applicator kit. 
$9.95: set of 


bonding 
walls, 


soldered inner seals, diamond-ground White sidewalls: set of 4, 

seats. Fit all cars (we ship correct mod- 5, $11.95. Add $2.00 per set for pink, 
el). Last ‘forever’! Pay for themselves. yellow, blue or green color-walls. Specify 
$3.75 each. Item 15, Ppd. color. Item 16. Ppd. 
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ia 
FREE GIANT NEW CATALOG: ‘ ORDER BY MAIL TODAY! Satisfaction guar-" 
Contains thousands of , anteed or money back! Send currency, 
speed, power, economy ! check or money order and we pay post-, 
ducts y not yet ! age anywhere in the world on items, 
oo TE ae, = marked Ppd.; others f.0.b. Los Angeles.! 
available in stores. Sent 4 20% deposit required on C.O.D.'s (No, 
free with order of any ! ; €.0.D. outside U.S.A.). California resi-, 
item above. (Otherwise, ' 5905 €. Beverly Bivd., Dept. 434, Los Angeles 22, Cali. dente odd 3% tax. ‘ 
send 25c for postage, han- , Gentlemen: Piease rush items circled: 4867869 ON 122 13°14 18°16 : 
dling.) Get yours. today— 1! , 7 
shop from your arm chair. : My car is Year Model No. Cyl__— $ - i 
‘ ; Name Full Price Enclosed. 1 
§ Help meet demand in your i 
DEALERS! area for Hi-Performance ; Address $ : 
equipment. Write on your letterhead for 1 City Zone____State 20% Deposit. Send C.O.D. 5 
' 
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(ADVERTISEMENT) 


McCulloch 
Supercharger 





by 
John Thompson 


Fair warning department. Watch out for a 
McCulloch supercharged Vauxhaul “Velox,” 
especially on your next visit to Wanganui, 
New Zealand. They've got one down there 
and it’s a “bomb.” “Oh, I say, anyone for a 
drag race!” 


Interestingly enough, Vauxhaul is an old 
name in sports cars, a 1910 Prince Henry 
model having set a record of 100 mph! 
Vauxhaul is now a trade name of the Eng- 
lish General Motors operation. 


All the above is by way of saying that McCul- 
loch superchargers get around. For example, 
we're supercharging a Marine Corps amphib- 
ious “Otter” for greater power at altitude. 
We've also shipped several McCulloch super- 
chargers to Hiller Helicopters for use on 
their Franklin-engine powered helicopter. 


Here’s a hot one! Bill Williams of Los An- 
geles took home a trophy and a record from 
the Saugus Drag Strip after turning in 
100.01 mph in the quarter mile. The car: 
A McCulloch supercharged T-Bird, bored 
.125, stroked .200, with special cam, three 
carburetors, Fordomatic, and stock rear end. 
It’s a “wild one” but it shows what can be 
done with a McCulloch aboard! 

While we're talking about T-Birds, Benson 
Ford (you've heard of him) drove Bob 
Estes’ McCulloch supercharged “Bird” to San 
Diego and back the other day. All he would 
say on his return was, “WOW!” 


Navajo Freight Lines, the Texas Oil Co. 
(Texaco) and several others are running 
McCulloch Superchargers on some of their 
big diesel rigs. Navajo reports their Cum- 
mins diesel powered Kenworth truck has 
better hill pulling ability, almost 10% bet- 
ter fuel economy, but most important to 
smog-bound Los Angeles, the blower prac- 
tically eliminates exhaust smoke. 


Preliminary dope on 0 to 60 mph times for 
"56 Ford and Mercury. 


Car Stock McC Supercharged 
Ford 12.0 sec. 7.5 sec. 
Mercury 11.5 sec. 7.0 sec. 


Both cars were automatic transmission jobs. 
Figures were from the speedometer against a 
stop watch. 

As I write this, my first column is just out 
on the newsstands and already the mail is 
coming in. So keep it up and I'll try to an- 
swer all your letters. Also, if you want to 
know more about how a McCulloch super- 
charger can add 40% or more horsepower 
to your car, drop me a line. Be sure to tell 
me the make and year, the type carburetor, 
and if you have power kit or other power 
accessories. I'll send you complete details, 
prices and a new illustrated folder. Write to 
John Thompson, Paxton Products Division, 
McCulloch Motors Corp., 827 West Olive 
St., Inglewood, Calif. 


NEXT MONTH: Some comparative per- 
formance figures on McC supercharged boats. 
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EDITORIAL 


More Than Just 
A Ship of Paper... 


IGHT ABOUT NOW there are more people thinking of 

buying new cars than probably ever before in our history. 
The automotive industry has just completed a smashing sales 
year in which records were set individually by almost all manu- 
facturers and collectively by all of them. And by all indications 
1956 is shaping up as another smash year. 

The prospective new-car purchaser now generally starts to 
consider the many ramifications attendant to new-car buying: 
what to buy, where to buy, how to make sure that he is getting 
what he is buying. As we have so often said, next to buying 
a home, the most important purchase we make is a new car. 

Starting on page 17 of this issue (and for 17 pages) we 
give you our impressions of a// the "56 cars in the hope that 
this will be a helpful guide to you as a future buyer. It would 
be impossible for us to cover every phase of the new models 
—even if we devoted the entire magazine to it (which we de- 
bated ). We do want you to be informed, “. . . for an informed 
public is a wise public.” 

One of the most important facets of a new-car purchase 
(and one that is paid little heed until it comes time to use 
them) is that of guarantees and warranties. As one reader so 
aptly put it, “Many of us find that the shiny new car has a few 
built-in flaws which in many cases get only a minimum of 
attention during the meager 90-day guarantee period.” Given 
the proper attention during this time, you can be fairly certain 
that the car will operate with considerable satisfaction during 
the coming months. 

Many service problems arise from the fact that buyers do 
not understand the terms of guarantees or warranties. Most new 
cars are guaranteed by the dealer for any kind of defect or 
failure for a period of 90 days or 4000 miles, whichever comes 
Ist. A// guarantees, however, do not read the same. Some otfer 
100,000 miles of service or similar foolhardy bargains. The 
fine print may say that the dealer will take care of all “service” 
during that mileage, but that you have to pay for labor, or parts, 
or both. Or, the burden of proof that a rear axle is bad may 
fall on you—with you having to remove it yourself. Don’t 
forget the old axiom that “you can’t get something for nothing.” 

At the time of buying, go over the terms of the guarantee 
with the salesman. Find out what the fine print says—and 
means. Most legitimate dealers will gladly explain it all to you. 
It’s the one who brushes over it that you have to be wary of. 

Before you accept the car, make certain that the terms of the 
guarantee are being lived up to, and that all items of correction 
are noted—in writing. It may be a bother to the dealer, but 
he won't mind if you ask for it, instead of demanding it. The 
same applies when you bring the car in for service. You'll 
probably get much better treatment if the service department 
thinks of you as a nice guy instead of a grouch. Incidentally, a 
phone call to make an appointment for service is more appre- 
ciated than dropping in at 9 A.M. and demanding a ring and 
brake job by 5 P.M. 

In a rare instance you may encounter a dealer who refuses 
to make good on a mechanical defect within the guarantee 
period, or who delays you until after it runs out—then shrugs 
his shoulders as if to say, “It’s too late now. Sorry.” If you feel 
this is happening to you, try to get something in writing (dated, 
and with the mileage recorded) before the guarantee is up. A 
written complaint to the manufacturer or his representative in 
that area will generally bring quick action. 

A guarantee is no better than the dealer (and manufacturer ) 
behind it. Make sure you understand it, ask for what is within 
your rights and no legitimate dealer will complain. 


—WWalter A. Woron 
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PERMA-BRONZE 





Next to dynamite being wired to your starter, nothing 
will shorten the engine life of your car like making 
the wrong move with your oil filter . .. and making the 
wrong move is plenty easy. 

The straight dope is this: Factory installed oil filters are noth- 
ing but a steel can filled with what is laughingly known as 
“filtering material” . in principle the same gismo that 
Detroit hung on cars in 1927. 


This is just dandy, except that since 1927, petroleum chemistry 
came through with some slick crankcase oil additives—ones 
that free up rings, cut down varnish formation, prevent rust, 
control foaming and whatnot. You're smart, and you buy top 
grade oil, paying extra for those additives. 


And what does your little Peachy Detroit Factory Installed 
Filter do to these additives? Ever see a blotter soaking up ink? 


Also, since 1927, oil research digs up the fact that the real 
tough wear particles in your motor oil are microscopic—so 
tiny that eventually they slip right through conventional filters 
as if they weren't even there! 


And then, the final blow. No one—but no one in this whole 
fat round world can tell you when you should change your 
oil filter! Why? Because motor oil doesn’t get dirty from 
watching the speedometer. It gets dirty because of atmospheric 


EVERLASTING 


O/L FILTER 


EPCO’s Chemical and Metallurgical Research devel- 
oped the superior quality and design of PERMA- 
BRONZE Filter. Now, mass production has reduced 
costs, making it possible to offer you PERMANENT 
PROTECTION for most cars (those with by-pass sys- 
tems) for only $4.95. You can’t buy better than 
PERMA-BRONZE ... so why pay more? 


If your dealer can’t supply you, use couponl 


PERMA-BRONZE! Because... . 


1. PERMA-BRONZE is 
bigger than ordinary 
bronze filters. Its larger 
size and cylindrical 
shape (demonstrated in 
photo on right) give up 
to 43% more filtering 
area than competitive 
brands. 

2. Thicker, heavy-duty, 
sintered bronze walls 
give superior structural 
strength—make PERMA- 


BRONZE up to 93% stronger than thin-walled 


imitations! 
There is no 





“substitute” for PERMA-BRONZE 
because no other bronze filter combines these twe complete details, 


DEALERS AND 
JOBBERS NEEDED 
Dealers ‘and ‘jobbers are 
urgently needed to han- 
die the ever-increasing 
consumer demand cre- 
ated by powerful adver- 
tising and editorial 
articles in leading 
national magazines. Get 
your share of this rapid- 
ly expanding market. For 
write, 


important advantages for better, longer filtration. wire, phone. 


WARNING 


Don't touch your oil filter 
until you read this... 





CLIP AND MAIL COUPON TODAY! 





and temperature conditions and operating causes that can load 
a filter up with goo. Goo that will block up all but a few 
“channels” that pipe your oil along virtually unfiltered. This 
could happen in the first thousand miles! 


So what can you do? Fortunately, modern research also 
developed the PERMA-BRONZE filter, which just doesn’t 
ordinarily have any troubles. This giant bronze filter element 
(which fits in your present filter case) is made up of a jillion 
little bronze balls, uniformly spaced to filter out abrasives as 
small as 39 millionths of an inch in size. But those premium 
oil additives—they stay with your oil! And the goo it filters 
out, instead of standing around in the way, drops off the filter 
surface into a sump. You never need a replacement . . . for 
a quick rinse makes it like new. 


On top of that PERMA-BRONZE also contains a magnesium 


acid neutralizer that neutralizes corrosive acids by chemical 


action. 
BE TOUGH—LET US TAKE THE RAP ° 


We guarantee PERMA-BRONZE for ten years—and the fact 
is that you will be worn out before it is, because it will never 
wear out. 


Try it for 30 days, make any test you want. If you don’t agree 
100% that this filter does everything we say it does, send it 
back to us for a complete refund and a certificate entitling you 
to kick our advertising manager in the shins. 


BY-PASS ELEMENT 


now only... 


$495. 


most cars 
(Fits your present filter case) 


“"Full-Flow” Element. . . $8.95 
Needed only for: ‘56 Chevy V-8, 
Buick V-8, Olds V-8, Pontiac 
V-8, ‘54-56 Ford V-8 and Mer- 
cury, ‘52-56 Ford 6 and Lin- 
coln, ‘46-'56 Chrysler. 
Complete Filter . . . $10.05 

By-pass element with case. (For 
cars with no stock filter.) 

















ENGINE PRODUCTS MFG. CO.| GENTLEMEN: Please send me 
5801 E. Beverly Blvd. BRONZE fileer checked at left. r pron mag 
Dept. 443, Los Angeles 22, Cal. | stand that if I am not ar. satisfied 
C)Ruc Bpten Vier Bente yienag return it for full iad within 30 
at $4.95 ' 
(J Rush “‘Full-Flow’’ Filcer 
Element at $8.95. CAR YEAR MAKE 
( Rush Complete Filrer Unie 
(Incl. Case) at $10.95 MODE. 
(C) Bechoetd 16 Bocccnsercccreceecssicese NAME.. 
full price, ship postpaid. 
Enclosed _is $2.00 Deposit—} ADDRESS........ 
ship C.O.D., plus postage. 
Copyright 1956 2 ESS ZONE......STATE........... 
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REVELATIONS 











PER MINUTE 


AUTOMOTIVE FACTS 


SOME STARTLING REVELATIONS have 
been brought to light by the A.M.A., to wit: 
1. Motor vehicle registrations and travel 
mileage on the highways are due to in- 
crease more than 33 per cent by 1965. 

2. To correct road inadequacies, $101 
billion will be needed for highway construc- 
tion during the next 10 years. 

3. Half of the anticipated traffic growth 
in the coming decade will be on the 40,000- 
mile Interstate Highway System. 

4. Special automotive taxes paid by U‘S. 
motorists in 1954 totaled $6.2 billion. 

5. Seventy per cent of the world’s pas- 
senger car production is in the U.S. Of 


world passenger car registrations, 73 per 
cent are in this country. 

POSTSCRIPTS 
WE HAVE NEGLECTED our Eastern 


friends in mentioning Citroen’s Western dis- 
tributors only [Dec. MT}. As of early Janu- 
ary, ‘56, Citroen Cars Corp. in New York 
will open a new showroom and executive 
offices at 300 Park Ave., New York 22. 


HOW BIG IS BIG? 


SHORTLY BEFORE PRESSTIME a Senate 
Antitrust Subcommittee under Senator Joseph 
O'Mahoney (D., Wyo.) convened to study 
“how and why this tremendous enterprise 
has reached its present size.” Other facets 
will include looking for the answer to 
whether G.M.’s bargaining power with sup- 
pliers puts the suppliers at an unfair disad- 
vantage, and if G.M. (and other manufac- 
turers) are forcing unwanted cars down 
dealers’ throats. 


THANKS FOR THE RIDE 


MANY TIMES during the year, and partic- 
ularly around the new-car season, we have 
to borrow cars from dealers to fill in the im- 
pressions we normally get from cars loaned 
to us from each of the manufacturers. It 
may be because we want to recheck a test 
figure, to take photographs, or to find if an 
early-production difficulty has been solved. 

We would like to take this opportunity 
to thank the following Los Angeles and 
Hollywood dealers for their recent coopera- 
tion: Mel Alsbury, Inc. (Chrysler-Plymouth) , 
Berl Berry, Inc. (Lincoln-Mercury), Crest- 
view Pontiac, Dixon Cadillac, Inc., Lew A. 
Williams Chevrolet, O’Connor Lincoln-Mer- 
cury, and Waters Dodge & Plymouth. 


“SAFETY CONSCIOUS” CONTEST 


A STARTLING CONTEST which will pro- 
vide 4 motorists a new car each every year 
for the rest of his life was inaugurated 
October 31 by Dodge. The purpose of this 
contest is to “Make America Safety Con- 
scious,” to promote public safety on the high- 
way, and to reduce the number of accidents 
that has appalled highway and automotive 
officials alike. 

The winners will be named on the basis 
of their knowledge of driving and safety 
principles, and will be awarded a new car 
every year as long as they live. 


FORD STOCK 


A PUBLIC OFFERING of about 15 per 
cent of Ford stock is planned for early 56. 
Stock will be reclassified into 3 types of 
shares—a new voting common stock, a new 
voting B stock and a new nonvoting A stock. 
The 3 types of stock will share alike in earn- 
ings and assets, but will vary insofar as voting 
rights are concerned. 

The Ford family will give up its exclusive 
voting rights and will transfer 60 per cent 
of the voting rights to the new common 
stock. This marks the culmination of a long- 
held desire by trustees of the Ford Founda- 
tion to diversify its investment portfolio. 


SPAIN ON WHEELS 


SPAIN’S FIRST MASS PRODUCTION car 
factory, La Sociedad Espanola de Automo- 
viles de Turismo (SEAT), announces that 
early in 1957 it will switch part of its pro- 
duction to the baby Fiat 600. 

The factory also announced that produc- 
tion of the Fiat 1400 is now entirely Span- 
ish. Up until recently, parts for the car were 
imported. The patents, naturally, remain 
in Italian hands. 

At present there are 300,000 cars in 
Spain, or one car for every 100 inhabitants. 
Auto experts calculate that Spain must have 
an annual production of 40,000 cars before 
its automobile production can be compared 
with that of neighboring countries. 


ALUMINUM AND AUTOMOBILES 


ALUMINUM, SPARKLING in all the colors 
of the rainbow, will become commonplace 
on tomorrow's automobiles. That was the 
prediction made by David P. Reynolds, Vice- 
President of Sales, Reynolds Metals Co. He 
cited as an example the '56 Cadillac, which 
is featuring a gold-anodized aluminum grille. 

Reynolds predicted a trend to aluminum 
car roofs, which he called “a neglected part 
of car styling.” In addition to having good 
appearance, aluminum roofs are fadeproof, 
easily cleaned, and the metal is an efficient 
solar reflector, lowering the car interior’s 
temperature in the summer. 


STRICTLY FOR THE BIRDS 


JEEPS have been called ubiquitous, universal, 
redoubtable and countless other affectionate 
things. The name itself was borrowed by 
American Gls from a “Popeye” comic strip 
character, a pudding-shaped being from an- 
other planet who could foretell the future 
and do most anything else. From time to 
time, we have reported on Jeep-capades, the 
latest being uranium hunting (Aug. ‘55 
MT). Now we hear that at Floyd Bennett 
Field (New York) they are using a Jeep 
carrying a tape recorder to frighten away 
seagulls so that jets can take off without 
colliding with them, an affair sometimes 
lethal for the plane and always for the 
bird. The Jeep goes tearing down the run- 
way loudly playing the calls of frightened 
seagulls; the real birds take the hint and 
scram. This makes us wonder if Floyd Ben- 
nett was the scene of Frank Chaksfield’s 
famous recording of “Ebb Tide.” 


TRAVEL WITH A BOUNCE 


FROM GOODYEAR’S news service comes 
word of the world’s 1st commercial applica- 
tion of a rubber highway-railroad crossing, 
involving the 2-track main line of the Erie 
railroad and U.S. 42 at West Salem, Ohio. 
With wooden or asphalt fillers between the 
rails, this crossing proved impractical to 
maintain as it is said to be one of the most 
heavily travelled in the United States. More 
power to Goodyear for solving the technical 
problem with a new use for rubber, but 
wouldn’t it be far wiser for state and rail- 
road to get together and build a bridge or 
underpass? A smooth crossing is not always 
a safe one. 
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Automotive Headquarters 


J.C. Whitney & Co. 
1} SALE 
SPECIALS! 


SAVE 50% on newest 


eee ee eee 
parts and custom accessories 


SATISFACTION OR MONEY BACK 


Bronze Porous OIL 
FILTER 


ELEMENT 


with 











LIFETIME 
GUARANTEE 


and mee 


jnesium 
Acid Neutralizer 
Porous bronze Element never wears out or 
needs replacement. Losts for a lifetime of 
the cor paren od removes all harmful 
ms your expensive odditives 
000 miles without 


below 


$4.95 


Stote 


~rootl only, 
* BRONZE FILTER ELEMENT FOR 





PoRO! R 

— Low OIL SYSTEM — Fits V8 Buick 
s., DeSoto 52-56° Ford, Merc. 54 

a 56 e 6 Plym. 55-56 

Ford ‘6’ 52-36 Lincoln 52 — Chrys. exc 

M4 46- oe $e" st398°" el 

eguierly 

POsTPAID. only $8.95 
HIGH COMPRESSION HEAD GASKETS 
EXTRA-THIN .020” SOLID COPPER 





ga2888 
' 
shee ect Ou... Geh.tem..-aet..aet, 
These copper Verge are only vg aoe 
it os 4 same as milling heads 
= * the motor oo pa. 
mazing pecceleranion power and mileage. 
State exact year, moki : and model when or- 
(if cor is V8 ty two goskets ore 
urnished at no extra aid 
pb Ne. 21—POSTPAID ° 








CHECKERED FLAG EMBLEM 
CHROME 
PLATED, 





. Triple Chrome Plated! No Holes 
to Drill just womens backing and apply 
on: Auto Hoods, Fenders, poy a Ete 
4” Wide, 134” High. Black and Chr 


Ne. 57—POSTPAID —Eoch........ 


MINI Super, CHARGER 


More o Mile- 
_ “S Actual Test. 
BOOSTS HORSEPOWER. 
\ Increases Air-Fuel 
= Charge Efficiency. 
~ Greatly improves Motor 
* erformence. 
MINIsuperChaorger consists of a 
impeller “blower” & outomotic air “breather 
valve which mixes an increas volume of 
air to the fuel charge with whirlwind force 
The improved mixture enters the cylinders 
in @ more powerful highly explosive state 
eliminates over-rich mixtures val woste 
, Cleaner combustion, reduc 
dilution, less valve por A and 
longer engine life. Eliminates “Vapor lock 
Easy stall Elgg ton Guaranteed 
Specify year, mok f cor or truck 
and moke and mode of carburetor 
prvwdeetin throat POSTP. 
312—Double throat POSTPAID, 
Ne. 313—Four throot POSTPAID. 


NEW EXHAUST CUT-OUT 


Exhaust tone is con- 


Ove Cast 








revolving 


$ 9.95 
11.95 
15.95 








in restrictea areas 
may 
operate two Gr 
ent toned m 
heavy plate greet ‘shrengihers the exha 
UN vane pak All Cors 


i] ead of 
ust pipe. 


'OSTPA 

Custom seal BAR 
Chrome plated 
heovy gouge 
Replaces 


- oe 
Atttts ees, 
eee 


No. 301—53-54 Chev STP. 

No. 302—49.50 Mérc POSTPAID 
No. 303—195!1 Merc. POSTPAID 
No. 304—1953 Plym. POSTPAID 





NEW FIBERGLASS 
CUSTOMIZING KITS 


ALSO FILLS IN SPOTS, HOLES 
AND RUSTS OUTS 
‘ome as strong as steel 


car 
NO WELDING. NO SOLDERING. No tools. 


Stock No. 19—Kit and — 
to Cover 3 sq ft POSTPA' $3. 78 





30: 
12 sq ft 













Se 5 
Has new Fibregias material, tough 
plastics and resins that reinforce 


7° oo 





a RP 
SIDE WALL TIRE DISCS 


NOT A PAINT 





Chico of Genui 
100% — Catex 
Colors 
F ina 
“a minute by anyone. 
Permanent Adhesive 
ir 


tiful Postel 
Cc 











its off 15” and 16” Tires 
Every block tire can @ luxury acces- 


essory accessories for Simp! 
allction Once on 
WHITE SIDEWALLS 
Ne. 286— 
Set Lo 4 $g*s Set of 5 
POSTPAID POSTPAID 
New 1955 “KOLORWALLS” 
Choice bs Light Blue, Light Green, 
or Pink. Be the first to have these 
Stote color wanted 


of | 77 


Yellow 





Flared FENDER SKIRTS 


Choice 


Ail_ metal. 


49- 50 Olds 76, 88 





7s CHROME 
No. 289—Poir 


«7 4” 





STOM CHROME PLATED FLARED SK 
for cars above Except Merc No. 148, Br. $ 






For Customizing the 
Ford pi be 35. Chew, .- 5S 
= 1 and 








Ne. 287— | Ne. 288— 
POsTPAID | r | POSTPAID ‘1 as 
"MAGNETIC 

Magnesium 









OIL DRAIN PLUG 
Neutrolizes Oil Engine Acids! 
Replaces stock oil drain plug, extends en- 
gine life up to 200,000 miles. Magnet draws’ 
out ali metalic abrasives from engine oil 
imsuring trouble free engine life. Stote yeor, 


moke and model of car 
Regulerly $2.95 $2.49 
SAFETY-CRASH PAD 





308—POSTPAID. Each 


Attaches securely in — sane or tools. 
Prevents injuries from sudden 
Con also be used as reels 23 
inches long, 21/2 inches thick. 
Blue, Green, Grey. Specify color. 
N 410—POSTPAID, Each . 


NEW INTERIOR TRIM 
QUILTED 3-TONE 








Beautiful 3 tone heavyweight upholstery 
labric in Baroque White and Ebony Black. 3 
m. center panel in a choice of Metallic blue 
green or flash red State choice. Easy to fol- 
iow instruction manual included No special 
fools or sewing: needed. Instoll in minutes 

Custom styred Door Panel Uphotstery trim 
for all cors except 49-55 Hudson me 
Styling as the newest 1955 & 56 cars in- 
2 50 to cover 2 doors 


ge 2 ooncis 32 
No. 339 
POSTPAID Pair $6.95 






Replaces tact hooa ornament. Blends per- 

Ne 4 ot OSTPAID ach only 1. 

—_————— 
Hollywood” wow bo perry 


old 
Whistle! Gives the {walt 
a. Call, imitates a Barking 
7 Dog and other Effects. 
Simple to install works 
off the intake manifold. 


|No. 61— POSTPAID Each 5 
Control tor 


SPEED TUNER Sirituter 


TIMING & OCTANE SELECTOR 
















@ SAVES Up to 30% GAS Easy to 
@ INCREASES HORSEPOWER agg A 
© FASTER ACCELERATION te Drill. 






—— Anywhere 
e Dos! 

. MORE aren 

° MORE feoNomy 


@ Smoother Engine Performance & Control 

Fine tune your engine while you drive Gives 
you complete control of your distributor, you 
can easily advance or retard your spark from 


woy driving af 

Temperature and 

altitude. Hilly of mountainous driving, wet 
ind slippery pavement 

Easy to instoll, no holes to drill, no special 

tools needed, easy to follow instructions, will 

not interfere with present automatic advance 


No. 364— 
POSTPAID, each $6.95 
Stert Cold or Wet Engines QUICK, SURE! 


KAR-START 


Provides 5 times the 
spark the instant stort- 








spork plugs or distribu- 
tor. 


$4.89 
$7.50 


Ne. 486—6 Volt. 


Postpaid, Each 
No. 349—12 Volt. 
Postpaid, Each 





OVERHAUL ANY MOTOR 


MIRACULOUS RESULTS FOR ALL ENGINFS 
f—% WITH MOTOR OVERHAUL 
es 


New, Super 
Powered 
Concentrate 








MOTOR 
OVERHAUL sto 
sity, “Guerenteed or 





"S$ Qutomotically " 
MOTOR OVERHAUL 
ch twice as many miles 

| EASY TO USE 
nse MOTOR MOVERHAUL your crank- 
case. That's all there is to if. No parts to 
remove ond your cor never has to be out of 


= 2.98 


No. 365—POSTPAID—Each 


gallon of 








out o feach q 








with equat euse, and af 
ford equal protection. Complete with all hord-& 


neo gray, moroon, ‘block. Specify color de- 
red. 


—tEoch POSTPAID $4.95 





J.C. WHITNEY & CO.,1917-021 Archer Ave., Chicago 16, Ill. 





Pieeteas 


€ and instructions. Available in white, blu ue 


Multi-Fire 
4 PRONG 
SPARK PLUGS 


Four ground individual elec- 
trodes give a full 360 degree 
a, assuring up to 
longer spork plug 
life. Terrific increase in both 
peed & gas economy. Has 
insulator—iatest and greotest de. 
utomotive field. More 





Insalox 
velopment in the 


ae 

AH-OOO-GAH Chromed HORN 
Here it 1s for the 
sport car enthusiast 
Not a vibrator or 
other substitute but 
a genuine motor 
driven horn. 


No. 60—POSTPAID 


State—é VOLTS, 12 VOLTS $12.60 
M 








© 


increases on mnsens, 
Powerful 


wer, 
straight-thru construction, 
no high pitch irritating noise: 

non-offensive tones. Specify make ad oa mode! 


Increases horsepor 


Stock No. 37— POSTPAID eo 


NO RUST—NO SCALE 
















Completely harmiess to water, rubber and 
metals. Will keep motors completely scale 
ond rust free. Not affected or impawed by 


the use of anti-freeze solutions. $2 39 
° 


No. 43—POSTPAID, each 





Pin-point odjust- 
ment nut for front 
wheels. Ten times 
more accurate 
wheel beoring od- 
justment. it offers 


@ Sofer, seragiest Driving. a em 
educes depla: 


odjus' ir 
84 points of odjus 
Six as on the ordinary costelloted nut. 
No. 44— Reguleriy $2.98 
pincuposccn Per Set 
Stete veer, meke, * $1 95 
————— 
BERM 
CLANGING BELL 


It’s the New “Rage”! 
Gives a most amusi 








under car floor by driver's 
seat Step on junger 
Fits anv car. 








A new tape that protects as it decorotes. Just 
cut out the design you desire. No tools or 


Glue needed. Adheres to any smooth surface 
@ It Reflects it Shines © Repels te 
: it Lests 


eA 

Me, 212 POSTPAID $1.98 

Ford-Merc Montclair DRESS UP 
TUTONE 

TRIM KITS 


For 49-56 Fords ond 
52-56 Mercury 





Give, Montclow Look tor ali models Com- 
pietc kit with cosy to follow dwections 
Mokes perfect separation for contrasting 


color tone Stammless stect for lasting beauty 








No. 99-—To Fit all ¢ 
v ak 


pack 
All custom fit 


commanding two-tone bell instructions. sure to 5 Ee 
Easily installed model, Dogg style of your cor. Also state if 
you hove power steer: 


standard or automatic transmission. 
OUA rs 


highly polished —— _ 
Stock No. 49 POSTPAID ........ $3.95 ne 265 no, 266 No 267 
‘ ~ is 
CAR & YEAR ~ 
k 
e: convert ose 
Chev. 1955 aias 
Chrys. 51-53 
exc convert 
DeSoto 52-54 
enc convert 
Ford V8. 35-53 19.65 
Ford V8, 54-5 73 
Luncoin 49-5! 
Lincoln 52-54 ; 
Mercury 39-53 20.35 
Mercury 54-5 22.55 
Olds. 49-53 22.35 
Olds. 54-55 22:75 
Pont V8. 55 22.25 
Biym. VB. 533 22:25 
Stude. V8, 51-52 26.15 
Stude. V8, 53-54 25.15 





fm TRI-COLOR FLASHLIGHT 
CHANGES COLOR IN A FLASH! 
One bulb for White, Red of 
Green. Fingertip push button for 
each color Permanent and sig- 
nolling switch. Spot ond flood- 


a light S00 foot beom. Uses 
Ane standard floshiight botteries. 
Flashlight with Chrome Body 


with Diack enamel trim. 

No. 153—POSTPAID. 

See 
REAR-VIEW MIRRORS 


Special Curved Con- 
vex Class Gives Curb 


to Cur ision— 
Eliminates Blind 
Spots — ider 


s 
aoe CURVED MIR 
ROR — 254”x10"1m Metal Case Painted a 
Neutral Grey Hammered Finishwith a Plastic 
Rim to Match. POSTPAIO 


Civ: pen $2.94 


" 
e G model. Ea. 











BUMPEREX 
Newest, Lotest, 
Finest Bumper - 
EXHAUST 

EXTENSION 


Looks just like ex- 
houst meyer ae 
your bumper 

holes to oni leu 
gauge bumper stock 
steel, triple chrome 
piloted 












Custos Built Dual Exhaust Sets 





Easy to install with complete 


L EXHAUST 



































AUTOMOTIVE 
ACCESSORIES 


Accessory 


FREE! 


ORDER NOW! 


Tiss gient 164 page catalog, packed with over 
items for auto, truck, Station W 
rs FREE 
with any order for items selected from this ad 

Ou just want the catalog, send 
only 25¢ to cover part of handling and mailing 





Hs 


hot rod and custom car owner 4S your 
















k 
po poe ge insulation, greater strength & best conduc- | 2O'e Yor, make and model $7 50 
Dollers in Repoirs! | ''v'ty For all cors, trucks. Brilliont triple | Ne- 112—POSTPAID, cach Set . 
Aads canee miles to | chrome plated. Sold only in matched sets of [Custom Fit for following cors: Dodge andi vertisement 
6 or 8. State car, year, make & model. lym ict » Cheysh oy 51-52; Lin. ; 
ANCREASES POWER! No. 353—Postpoid. icoin Stote yeor make. $ cost (refunded on your first order 
SAVES GAS AND OIL | Each plug 98c |ro. 297—PostPain 9.95 USE COUPON BELOW 
By filling up cracks, pits, holes and nataee 4 
loose and worn out parts, the power o 
ing loose ond worn Gurce imcreosed ty on USE THIS HANDY ORDER FORM — MAIL TODAYS, 
amazing amount ae mileage you get from 
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1 Enclose $______»__-_ to cover paymer_ in ful! (or 25% deposit if C.0.D) 
(NOTE, WE PAY POSTAGE on items marked POSTPAID when payment accompanies order. You pay shipping charges @ 
If C.0.D. order, enclose at least 25% deposit, pay balance plus shipping charges 

















on items not marked POSTPAID. 
upon delivery.) 
* 
gp Nome * 
s 
STATE. My car isa Year, Model, No. of Cy! a 
oy . 
Address 
© Catalog sent Free with your 
order Check here “ you went@ 
City Catalog only — Send 25¢ 
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Last AUGUST we pictured the final 
Kaisers to be built in this country load- 
ing for shipment to Argentina. Perén’s 
order for 1002 cars was the sum total 
of the 1955 model run. Plans call for 
resumption of production in that coun- 
try, but meanwhile many Americans 
mourn the death of a beauty. 


NOW WE MUST REPORT the death of 


another one—the fine little Willys pas- 
senger car. It will not be produced for 
1956. The reason, of course, is sagging 
sales (down last year to about 5000 
units from a 1953 high of 42,433), too 
low to warrant the tooling expenditures 
necessary for a major facelift. 


THE STORY BEHIND Willys’ bid for a 


niche in the postwar passenger car mart- 
ket is one of the most interesting in 
the recent archives of motordom, and 
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J eC Sci pee) ae OE TROIT 


by Don MacDonald 


also, in some ways, one of the most 
tragic. None of this was Henry Ford’s 
fault, but by a queer twist of fate, the 
idea was born in 1946 behind the 
locked doors of his engineering depart- 
ment—then a receptive atmosphere. 


CLYDE R. PATON at that time was con- 


sulting engineer to the Ford Central 
Staff, and his principal project was what 
amounted to a revival of the Model A. 
Ford, of course, was selling all the 
warmed-over pre-war Fords, Mercurys, 
and Lincolns that he could make, but 
the big design change of ’48-'49 was 
in the works. The overall program 
called for new versions of these 3, pos- 
sibly another Continental, and, most 
important, an economy car in true 
Model A tradition tho thoroughly mod- 
ernized. General Motors was concur- 
rently working on the top-secret “Cleve- 


THERE’S MANY A SLIP... 





land Chevrolet,” a car of similar concept. 
These, if they had materialized, would 
have fitted into the line priced and 
sized below the increasingly deluxe 
“standard” Fords and Chevrolets. 


MARKET STUDIES indicated to both 


companies that if these cars sold, it 
would be at the expense of volume in 
the main lines. Growing American pros- 
perity underlined the fact that while a 
relatively small car might be popular, 
it could not be austere. Engineering 
studies showed that it cost as much to 
make a small car (not in the European 
sense, but like the Rambler) as it did 
a standard-sized one, even in great 
volume. Material costs are negligible 
compared to labor and, to draw a par- 
allel, it takes as much labor to put 
together a wristwatch as it does a mantel 
clock of equal quality. 
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SMALL-CAR ADHERENTS were tough 
to discourage, then as now, so Paton 
left Ford with the idea of forming his own 
company. His design for a 2500-pound 
car, utilizing the latest in frameless con- 
struction, common body parts through- 
out the various models, and calling for 
a light but peppy 6-cylinder engine of 
about 90 horsepower was complete ex- 
cept for styling details. He found many 
potential backers, but the problems at- 
tendant upon starting an automobile 
company from scratch were getting a 
thorough public airing about that time, 
courtesy of Preston Tucker. Behind the 
scenes, many industry observers could 
detect the beginning of the end for 
Edgar Kaiser at Willow Run. This is 
not to mention contemporary minor at- 
tempts such as Playboy, Gregory, Davis, 
and Crosley. 


IT WAS OBVIOUS that an existing com- 
pany had to build the car. Going down 
the list of possible candidates, Kaiser 
was already deeply enmeshed in plans 
for the Henry J; Nash was projecting 
the Rambler; Hudson talked of the 
Jet; Studebaker had a rough equivalent 
in the Champion; and the Big 3 do not 
usually take individuals and _ their 
dreams seriously. This left one, and it 
was a natural. 


CHAIRMAN WARD CANADAY of the 
Wéillys-Overland board first saw Paton’s 
designs in 1948. He was definitely in- 
trigued, but Paton heard nothing fur- 
ther until June, 1950. In the meantime, 
certain factions in Toledo were trying 
to talk Canaday into producing Jeep- 
like passenger cars (the cute but finan- 
cially ruinous Jeepster was the first). 
The decision was long in the making, 
but when it came, the pressure was on. 
Paton went to Willys as Director of 
Engineering. He brought in the talented 
Phil Wright to finalize styling details. 
Ed DeSmet handled body engineering 
and Earl Mulich the running gear. 


BY OCTOBER, 1950, these few men had 
whipped the design into shape for final 
production approval, helped greatly by 
engineers of the Murray Corp. of Amer- 
ica, who were to build the bodies in 
their Detroit plant. (Murray, inci- 
dentally, was no stranger to the “small 
car” field; they had already done much 
unpublicized work of their own and had 
actually built a neat running prototype 
which we have seen, aiming at possible 
production under their name). The 1st 
car came off the Toledo line amidst a 
swarm of Jeeps about 11 months later. 
It was engineered, tooled, and brought 
to production at a total cost of $9 mil- 
lion, a figure so low as to flabbergast 
automotive executives. 


THE FIRST WILLYS AERO was a 2- 
door sedan in 3 varieties. There was a 
bare-bones model, a custom model, and, 
a little later, a hardtop. All used the 
same basic body stampings, including 
roof panel. For the 1952 season, a 4- 
door was introduced with equally eco- 
nomic use of interchangeable stampings. 
Prior to the sell-out to Edgar Kai- 
ser, the original Willys management 
planned to startle the industry in mid- 
1954 with the hardtop station wagon 
design shown on page 10. You will 
note on page 36 that Rambler is just 
now getting around to it. This year 
you would have been able to buy the 
other car pictured. As modern as to- 
morrow, it need bow to no 1956 model 
in current production and yet it calls 
for the same basic body designed by 
Clyde Paton in 1948. Only the quarter 
panels, grille, hood, roof and wind- 
shield are new. 


RAMBLER’S MARKETING EXPERI- 
ENCE greatly influenced Willys think- 
ing and also served to substantiate Pat- 
on’s fundamental ideas. The market for 
a high-class but economical car was 
well-proved. The Willys Aero sold well 
during the first few years, and the proj- 
ect was in the black at the time Kaiser 
took over, despite production problems 
complicated by Jeeps of all types com- 
ing down the same line. It had more 
room inside than a contemporary Ford, 
in addition to being 700 pounds lighter. 
Existing Willys cylinder blocks (the 
161-cubic-inch L-head 6 and later the 
F-head 4) fit well, and plans called for 
an F-head version of the 6 to bring 
horsepower up to the desired 90 to bet- 
ter the already adequate performance. 
The problem of isolation from road 
noise and shock, inherent in any “unit- 
construction” design, was solved better 
by Willys than any other maker, simply 
by cushioning everything in rubber. 
Front suspension was pillar-type, simi- 
lar to Rambler, but the rear incorporated 
a floating crossmember mounted on rub- 
ber in shear. 


EVEN THE PROTOTYPE had few 
bugs, and the car got off to a nice start, 
considering the production facilities 
available. The combined line (with 
Jeeps) was bragged about, but was a 
manufacturing and cost headache. The 
Aero had a heavy-car feel and ride, rea- 
sonable performance, outstanding econ- 
omy, and excellent durability. (Paton 
still drives the Ist 4-door sedan built, 
which he bought after a 30,000-mile 
endugance test and has since put an 
additwonal 90,000 miles on it.) All 
these ‘were plusses to offset the relatively 
high initial cost of ownership, enough 
in fact for MT (Continued on page 58) 





“57 Chrysler product bodies will be 
the lowest in the industry . . .” 


MOST LIKELY—The “Flight Sweep” 
look will be more forward than ever, much 
akin to the idea cars shown in November 
and December MT. 


“Chrysler 300 will be dropped . . .” 


FALSE—A “B” version will show up 
soon, boasting about 330 horsepower, the 
same Imperial grille, and upswept rear 
fenders similar to other models. 


“The Nash Metropolitan will be dis- 
continued . . .” 


FALSE—To date and since March 1954, 
they have sold 13,000 of these. Produc- 
tion orders have been renewed with the 
English manufacturing facility (Austin); 
the 56 model will get a minor facelift, 
no mechanical changes, and a greatly in- 
creased promotion budget aimed mainly 
at the East and West Coasts where the 
cars sell best. 


“Besides a boulevard sports car, Cor- 
vette will supply from the factory spe- 
cial competition versions in 1956 .. .” 


VERY POSSIBLE—Much talk about this, 
based not so much on dollar return from 
sale of the vehicle but the intangible re- 
ward of taking over the sports-car circuit. 
Car will be comparatively light, very pow- 
erful, but based on current plastic produc- 
tion models. 


“Production version of Eldorado 
brougham (due about September of ’56) 
will have single headlights amongst 
other changes... .” 


PROBABLE — Brougham production of 
1000 units per year would not be enough 
to buck current state laws requiring one 
7-inch diameter lamp in each fender or 
thereabouts. 


“Pontiac will ‘cooperate’ with any bona- 
fide race driver who wishes to drive one 
of their cars on the stock circuit . . .” 


NO RUMOR—They have hired Lou 
Moore as their racing director as the first 
step in a long-range program to put Pon- 
tiac in the winner's circle. 
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Permanent G.E 
Alnico Magnet 
Traps 
Metal Particles 





Automotive engineers have discovered that the corrosive sul- 
phuric acid produced by fuel combustion is the greatest cause 
of engine wear. Your car engine produces an average five gallons 
of powerful sulphuric acid annually! It eats away at smooth 
metal surfaces, forms sludge and carbon, causing gradual power 
loss and increased gas and oil consumption. 


FOR A CLEANER, MORE EFFICIENT ENGINE * Now you can pre- 
vent this damaging acid action with a simple, inexpensive crank - 
case drain plug—the new Reactor Piuc. The Reactor Pruc 
embodies a metal catalyst which destroys all engine acids! 
Tue Reactor Pruc also features a powerful, permanent Mag- 
netic Attractor which traps damaging 
metal rticles — filings, shavings, chips 
normally resulting from engine operation. 


SAVES GAS, OlL AND REPAIRS © With 
acids and metal abrasives removed from 
the oil, your engine runs smoother and 
more efficiently for thousands of extra, 
trouble-free miles. Sludge, varnish and 
carbon deposits caused by acids do not 
form around piston rings, valves, spark 
plugs and other parts. You enjoy greater 
gasoline economy and increased horse- 
power, plus savings on engine repairs and 
overhauls. A Reactor Puc can save you 


literally hundreds of dollars during the ( 


life of your car or truck! Drain Plug A: 
fe of y . ” Ordinary a 


Check These Reactor Plug Advantages | {yPs; Secs not. 
@ destroys engine acig Adds thousands of trap metal particles. 


a it May not seal 
Sintered G.E. Ainico pa yy —_— Properly, allowing 


minrescopie “wile” @ Makes oii usadie ionger. |"! leaks 
metal particles. Saves engine repairs 
overhauls 


&. Self-seal threads ’ 
went erashease Guaranteed for 10 
@,; years. 


ONLY 
$24e 
ciatnenealll 
for all makes and 
models of cars. 








Costs less — only . 
He Or engine "552.49 for all makes ee 
models of cars. could break loose 


Easily installed in 


en gasoline bs Fe 


or become caught in 
connecting rods. 
Costs more than the 
superior REACTOR 
PLUG. 


AR 


Drain Plug C: Has 
acid “neutralizer” 
— but does 

not have magnet to 
trap metal particles. 
Costs more than the 
superior REACTOR 
PLUG. 





MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
Install a Reactor Prue at your next oil 
change. Try it at least 30 days (or until 


i your following oil change). If you don’t 





notice the difference in engine power 
and all-around performance ...if you 
aren’t completely satisfied, return your 
Reactor Prue for a full refund. 











DEALERS WANTED! Exclusive protected terri- 
a tories. Write or wire today. 


CARPORTS CORP., Dept. MT-16 P 
12381 Wilshire Bivd., Los Angeles 25, Calif. 
Piease ship immediately by return postpaid mail 
Reactor Prvucs @ $2.49 each on money-back guarantee. 
Check, cash or money order enclosed. 
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LETTERS 


MIDDLE-AGE SPREAD 
Gentlemen: 

As a Continental owner and long-time de- 
votee of auto body design, I have followed 
the development of the new Continental with 
great interest. 

The clay model of the winning design as 
shown on page 39 of your Nov. issue has 
hood, fender, and windshield design quite 
different from that of the finished product. 
This clay model also more closely resembles 
the description given by Walt Woron in your 
May ‘55 issue. What happened between May 
and November? 

Few can deny the superb finish, detail 
and mechanical niceties of the Mark II. It 
seems, however, the “Queen of the ‘40s” has 
become the “Dowager of the 50s,” with her 
expanded beltline and buxom windshield. 
G. W. Lockhart Marblehead, Mass. 


SIXTEEN TONS 


Gentlemen: 

I suppose the lads chasing around in Jag- 
uars, Lancias, MGs, Corvettes and Thunder- 
birds think they're something peculiar in this 





advanced era. But they're not. We had the 
same idea back in the nearly prehistoric days 
of 1912-15. 

. The Chadwick was a he-man’s car— 
it took brawn to get it going, but when it 
caught, the racket was the most soul-satisfying 
sound I ever heard. 

The 30-gallon gas tank and the three 
36-inch spares around it on the rear deck 
were not niceties of design. They were dic- 
tated strictly by necessity. Like all rugged pi- 
oneers, the Chadwick had a robust appetite. 
It seems to me that we were always filling the 
tank and fixing flats. We rode on 60 pounds 
of air in those days and the tire manufactur- 
ers were daringly guaranteeing 5000 miles. 

There were 4 speeds forward, but 
they were not selective. The shift lever moved 
in a straight line, like the brake handle and 
locked in each position. You had to shift 
1-2-3-4 on the way up atid 4-3-2-1 on the 
way down. If you were in high and had to 
stop, it took a minute or so to get back to 
neutral. 

. The Chadwick was a sports car of a 
virile era. 

Guy W. Bisbee St. Paul, Minn. 


BELOW THE BELT 


Gentlemen: 
. As a wife and mother, my main inter- 
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est is the safety factor. 

I must agree with Mr. Loch |Letters, Nov. 
‘55 MT] that it is decidedly not comfortable 
to sit in a car in one position under a safety 
beit for hours on end. 

On the other hand, as a licensed pilot, I 
have sat that way for hour after hour while 
flying, and gotten out of the aircraft feeling 
little or no discomfort. 

Since better seat design seems to be the 
logical answer to the problem, I wonder why 
bucket-type seats with safety belts—and per- 
haps shoulder harness—can’t be used in fam- 
ily cars as well. 
Thelma L. Henry 





Los Angeles 


Dear Sir: 

. . We have had safety belts in our car 
for 2 years. I tried leaning over with the belt 
on and I do not hit my head on the dash. 
Why should it be any worse to get a woman 
to use one than a man? It need not be so 
tight as to wrinkle the clothing and for Mr. 
Loch's information, vanity is just as prevalent 
in men as it is in women. 


Mrs. M. E. Cooper Pomona, Calif. 


Gentlemen: 

How safe are safety belts? About a week 
ago, a 56 convertible passed me going about 
75 to 80 mph with the top down. 

About 250 yards down the road ahead of 
me, the car lost control and hit a utility pole 
which came crashing down on him. When I 
got to the car, he was dead—the pole had 
crushed him still strapped into the seat with 
his safety belt. 

The State Police arrived and after an ex- 
amination of the accident said, “If it wasn’t 
for the safety belt the kid would have been 
thrown clear of the car and would probably 
be alive.’ 

This is one for the experts to answer. 
Robert Murphy Fall River, Mass. 

. Or he might have been killed by getting 
crushed against the steering wheel, or by the 
impact when he hit the ground. At 75 mph 
he was traveling 110 feet per second and 
within 50 feet after being thrown clear of the 
car would have hit with a force equal to 73 
Gs. As little as 5 Gs is sufficient to kill in- 
stantly—Editor 


ONE ALONE 


Dear Mr. Woron: 

I am a 13-year-old high school student 
who is verv motor minded. I have read many 
books on automotive engineering and design. 
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I wish to be an automobile designer. I love 
to design new-type suspensions, carbs, com- 
bustion chambers, safety features, electrical 
systems and interiors. 

Unfortunately, I find all this to no advan- 
tage because | have no one to “talk cars” 
with me. My friends are only interested in 
what a car looks like and motor-minded 
teachers have no time. 

I was wondering if you knew someone | 
could correspond with in my age group. I 
do hope this letter will come to the atten- 
tion of your readers. 

Wilson Lewis Chicago 


THE NIGHT HAS A THOUSAND LIGHTS 


Sirs: 

Concerning polarized headlamps and gog- 
gles (or visor) as a means of eliminating 
blinding headlight glare—is any effort being 
put forth to make this combination manda- 
tory equipment for night driving? 

.. When you can see the oncoming 
driver and distinguish the make of his car 
behind his headlights, that is real night-driv- 
ing comfort as well as safety. 


Hal Spiess Los Angeles 


PICKUP AND GO 


Gentlemen: 

. . . Here is our customized Mercury pick- 
up. This job started out as the badly burned 
remains of a ’55 Mercury Custom 4-door pur- 
chased at a local wrecking company. 

Desiring the utility of a half-ton pickup 
with the beauty and comfort of a high-pow- 
ered automobile, some 5 months of odd hours 
and weekends were put into the construction 
of this silver-and-black pickup. 

The original roof and front doors were re- 
vamped and blended with a °54 Ford cab 
back to give a low, racy cab design; outside 
overall height of 61 inches leaves plenty of 
leg- and headroom. 

. . . In spite of the long, low lines, the 
overall bumper-to-bumper length remains the 
same. Rear-wheel tread was widened 2 inches 
for added stability. 

. Power is by big Merc with a power 





pack and duals thru Mercomatic, which gives 
a lot more go than will ever be used. 
Jack Simon Dallas, Tex. 


SUPER STUDE 


Dear Sir: 

.. I'm forwarding photos of my ’53 
Studebaker V8 hardtop on which I have done 
a little custom work. 

It took me 2 weeks of spare time to 
make the all-aluminum grille. The lights are 








behind the front grille and believe it or not, 
they work. 
. The scoops in the lowered hood are 


functional The front of the car is 6 
inches longer. The rear is 514% inches longer. 
The continental kit is hand-formed in 4 parts. 
The spare tire sits under it . . . Exhaust tips 
come thru the tail lights. 


A. G. Smith Toronto, Ont. 
RADAR REVISITED 
Dear Sir: 

Your editorial in the September issue 
{The Human Side of a Machine’’} was a 
good one. I've read it over several times. 


You brought out several points which we all 
may or may not fully agree with. The gist 
of your editorial seems to be: “Be careful 
in using machinery in controlling traffic, lest 
we endanger the motorists’ inherent rights. 
Instead, use the machinery to determine new 
norms for traffic movement.” 

Then what happens? How do we enforce 
the new speed limits—the norms? Should we 
put the limit on the road or on the driver? 
. .. The average driver on the public roads 
has a complete disregard for the rules and 
regulations in effect, and is almost totally 
lacking in common courtesy .. 


D. L. MacDaniel, O.D. Connersville, Ind. 
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5959 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


Please enter my name as a MOTOR TREND subscriber for: 
Above rates 
countries 
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Convenient delivery 
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for subscribing to MT. 
Another is the 


$1.00 Saving 


on a two-year order. You 
won’t miss a copy of the 
great new issues coming up 
if you send this coupon 

| today... 








IF YOU “EAT, SLEEP 
AND LIVE” CARS... 


TURN YOUR HOBBY 
INTO A CAREER! 








Get America’s Big-time, Big-future 


AUTO MECHANICS 


& DIESEL COURSE 


at home in your spare time! 
Los Angeles’ National Schools, America’s automo- 
tive Technical Trade School since 1905, now brings 
its famous resident Shops and Faculty direct to 
you at home — to prepare you to earn more money, 
with job security, in today’s fast-moving, oppor- 
tunity-filled Auto Mechanics Industry! 
Get your home training from the “Car Capital of 
The World”— America’s most auto- mjnded city, 
center of Hot Rod and : 
Sports Car activ- al egret ; 
ity! Mail coupon EE (bg ; i 
right now! | jitraal , Geb Ki 
HERE’S THE GOOD WORD ON OUR 
“SHOP-METHOD’” HOME TRAINING! 
YOU MASTER ALL PHASES, INCLUDING DIESEL! 
Every step fully explained. You pace yourself. All 
lessons fully illustrated. Latest equipment covered. 
Send for free Sample Lesson! 
THIS SET OF LIFETIME 
TOOLS— YOURS FREE 
plus all-metal tool box, 
mechanical drawing set 
and other equipment. All 
part of your course, yours 
to keep. 
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| EARN WHILE YOU LEARN? youcanstart 


Spare Time Earnings soon after enrollment. Many 
students pay for their training and more this way. 
OUR GRADUATE DEPARTMENT always at your serv- 
ice, both as student and graduate, helps you with 
personal and technical problems. 

ATTENTION MEN OF DRAFT AGE. Many students 
have achieved higher rating, prestige, and higher 
pay as a result of this training. Mail coupon at once. 

APPROVED FOR G.!. TRAINING » 

Both Home Study & Resident Courses Offered 


Send for FREE FACT-BOOK 
AND SAMPLE LESSON! 
NOW! 2 offices to serve you faster! 
Mail coupon today to one nearest you 


he SCHOOLS 


Technical Trade Training Since 1905 
LOS ANGELES 37, California 
CHICAGO: 323 West Polk Street 
IN CANADA: 811 West Hastings Street, V , & ¢. 


MAIL NOW TO OFFICE NEAREST YOU! 
(mail in envelope or paste on postal card) 
t NATIONAL SCHOOLS. Dept. DW-16 
4000 S. FIGUEROA STREET oR 323 WEST POLK STREET 
LOS ANGELES 37, CALIF. CHICAGO 7, ILLINOIS 
Send FREE Auto-Mechanics Book and Sample 


Lesson. No obligation, no salesman will call. 
0... 

















BIRTHDAY 





ADDRESS. 





ZONE. STATE 
Oi Check if interested ONLY in Resident Training 
at Los Angeles. VETERANS: Give date of discharge. 
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SAFE-T-SEAL is said to better gas mile- 
age, assure instant starting, and increase 
electrical system efficiency by stopping cor- 
rosion on battery terminals. Also prevents 
drowning out in wet weather. Takes just 
3 minutes to apply. Kit $2.50 from Horns- 
by & McKinley Co., 6606 Hollywood Blvd., 
Hollywood, Calif. Dept. MT. 














CRAGAR’S new adapter fits the big ohv 
Ford or Mercury V8 tosthe 1932-48 transmis- 
sion. The starter is placed on the right side 
of the block—out of the way of the steering 
gear. Instructions included with each adapter. 
$59.50 from your dealer (Cragar sells at 
wholesale only). Cragar Equipment Co., 3663 
Gage Ave., Bell, Calif. 


This department is not composed of paid advertis- 
ing. All items are guaranteed by the manufacturer 
for immediate refund if you are not satisfied. Claims 





Sake 


RRR 


TWIN-GRIP shakeproof ashtray grips any 
smooth surface and stays put until it’s re- 
moved. Neoprene vacuum Twin-Grip is heat- 
proof. Satin black bakelite tray won't burn, 
rust or tarnish. 314-inch windbreaker rim is 
either silver or gold tone, and instantly re- 
moved for emptying. $1. Twin-Grip Inc., 
2032 E. 22nd St., Cleveland, Ohio. 





SPECIALLY HARDENED Phillips 
screwdrivers by Snap-on Tools Corp. are said 
to eliminate the experience of ruining the 
tips of Phillips screwdrivers when trying to 
turn a hardened self-tapping screw. Set of 6 
with shockproof plastic handles. For further 
information and prices, write to Snap-on 
Tools Corp., Kenosha, Wis. 





OIL temperature comes to proper operating 
level faster with the Hoskinson Thermotrole 
heat exchanger. Makers claim it helps prevent 
engine wear during short-haul and start-and- 
stop operation by using heat from the exhaust 
pipe to warm the oil quickly. Further details 
from Continental Thermotrole, Falmouth and 
Denton Ave., New Hyde Park, N.Y. 
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DETECT FAULTY SPARKPLUGS 
with “Live Wire.” Eliminates disconnecting 
wires, fumbling around hot engines, or using 
tools that may damage the sparkplugs. Steel 
needle in non-breakable insulated handle at- 
tached to 31 inches of high-tension wire end- 
ing in a ground clip fastener. $1.25. H. C. 
Sweet Co., 12345 Telegraph Rd., Detroit 39. 














RALLYE RULER for participants in auto- 
mobile rallies, or for the family on tour. 
Shows average speed at a glance and also 
shows how to correct driving speed to main- 
tain a given average speed. Minutes re- 
quired to drive one mile at any speed from 
1 to 60 mph are also shown. $1 from Motor- 
sport Magazine, 215 4th Ave., New York. 


MAKE COFFEE in an instant, heat the 
baby’s bottle, or warm your shaving water. 
Makers say this portable coil heats water in 
seconds and boils it in 2 minutes. Operates 
on 110 volts, AC or DC. Pocket sized. Com- 
plete with 32 inches of cord and zipper carry- 
ing case, $3.95 postpaid. Rayo Sales Co., Box 
632, Danville, Ill. 
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INEXPENSIVE combination tire pressure 
gauge and automatic inflator designed for 
rugged use with precision performance. Con- 
sists of replaceable valve cartridge, easy-to- 
read indicator bar and a rugged aluminum 
body. Adjustable on the spot by user. For fur- 
ther information contact Tru-Flate, Inc., 888 
92nd St., Oakland 3, Calif. 
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made herein are those of the manufacturer, and do | 
not constitute an endorsement by Motor Trend. When 
ordering, include sales tax if required by your state. | 
| 
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SNO-CHASER, a _ long-handled brush, 
whisks snow from your car and lets you keep 
your clothes dry. Has a brush on one end and 
plastic scraper on the other. A 25-inch 
handle makes it easy to reach all parts of the 
car. A live rubber squeegee removes steam 
from windows. National Brush Co., Aurora, 
Ill. Price, $1. 

















CRASH-SAFETY PILLOW for your car 
protects front-seat passenger from injury re- 
sulting from sudden stops or bumps. Installs 
without tools and can be used as pillow or 
seat pad too. In red, blue, green, or gray to 
match the color of car interior. $2.98; avail- 
able from J. C. Whitney Co., 1917 Archer 
Ave., Chicago 16. 











PROTECT SHOE HEELS from scuffing 
and soiled spots while you drive. Shoe heel 
repair bills can be cut with these flexible, 
clear vinyl heel guards. Hilde-Gards fit like 
a glove, slip on and off quickly, can be left in 
glove compartment. Cuban or high heel | 
styles. $1 per pair postpaid. Hilde-Gards Co., 
1707 N. Kenmore Ave., Los Angeles 27. 


DON’T DRIVE WITHOUT LIFE ASSURANCE 
NOW $11.95 


Each 





AUTO-SEAT BELT 





E LIFE TIME BELT FOR LIFE ASSURANCE 
1/3 STRONGER THAN AIRLINE REQUIREMENTS 
MOST ATTRACTIVE ° FINGER TIP RELEASE BUCKLE 
HIGH TENSILE NYLON IN 7 TRIM MATCHING COLORS 
RED BLUE GREEN TAN GRAY BLACK WHITE 


Samson Introduces 


THE **SMALL FRY”? 1925 


Designed to permit your child to 
safely sit or stand while riding. 


Address orders to: 
SAMSON AUTO SEAT BELT COMPANY, INCORPORATED 
345 SO. LINCOLN ST.. BURBANK. CALIFORNIA 
SPEE AL Gre & @ tT © DEA t Ee S 


— Christmas Gift Idea! Genuine 


CONTINENTAL KIT 


~~ —— Se Beautiful, newly styled luxury kits—now at 
, y lowest prices ever, as low as $48.50 com- 
je il \ plete! Genuine California kits like these are 

" ke selling for twice as much elsewhere! 


we: So ingests to you: NO HOLES TO 
L IN TRUNK LID OR FRAME! Uses 
COMPARE THESE PRICES! 4 existing holes, braces to frame. Tire carrier 
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Yc Choice of Solid-D i * 
Open-Face Plate pp mete pent - factory - assembled. 
FORD 49-56 MERC 55-56 THESE ARE NOT “FALSIE” KITS. All 


CHEV. 53-55 BUICK 1955 parts included: splash pan, bumper exten- 
py. 1955 $48.50 onr. 53-55 $56.50 sion brackets, all-metal tire cover, tire car- 


OLDS. 54-55 “4 
i tes aa rier assembly—everything but the emblem. 
pen-Face Kits (minimum drilling ): Prime coated. Unconditionally guaranteed! 
FORD 52-54 MERC. 1954 
cHEV. 49:54 $41.85 LING. 1954 $69.50 | NEW CATALOG OF CUSTOM ACCESSORIES 
MERC. 52-53 —free with ord 5 just 25¢. 
oe. 2S sams with order or send just 25¢ 


Chrome tire ring, $10 extra. Write for 
information on cars not listed. 
25% deposit required. FOB L.A. 

Postage COD. Calif. residents add 

3% sales tax. 
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3319 MT-1 So. Grand Ave. 
iv, A -aies, California 











AT LAST!! 
FIBERGLAS TOP 
FOR 1952-°53-°54 
FORD CONVERTIBLES 

li A t hardtop of rein- 


Here is a classic, but practical accessory for your ° 
forced plastic. Sleek, streamlined, lightweight and strong, it can be attached or detached 
in seconds. Your fabric top is still there, tucked safely in its compartment. Purchase a 
beautiful, well designed PlasTop and have two cars in one. Enjoy features that most 
expensive cars do not have. Fabric top replacement savings will help pay for your Plas- 
Top. Reasonably priced at only $249.50 plus tax. Primed for painting, with luxurious 
headliner and’ plexiglas “panoramic” rear win- 
dow. All prices f.o.b. Los Angeles. $100.00 with 
order, balance C.O.D. Dealer inquiries invited. 

Send today for illustrated brochure. saieder igs i co. 

Los Angeles 36, Calif 
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Always Popular “HOW-TO-DO-IT” for Men 





LEARNHOW 
TO MAKE 


Hunting th AND USE 
ARCHERY 


pow TO MAKE ARCHERY 
awp USE 
ARCHERY EQUIPMENT 


“THE 
FABULOUS 


ADVENTURES 
IN ARCHERY 


OF 
HOWARD 


”? 

HILL pl ee Howard Hill is known as the world’s greatest archer. In 
this book you will share his every authentic and exciting 
experience as a bow-and-arrow hunter of wild 
game. You will enjoy this thrilling Trend Book by a man 
who “hunts the hard way” with incredible 
skill and courage. 


only 75° at all newsstands! 


Make your leisure time profitable 
as well as pleasurable by 

reading these great books on your 
favorite sport or hobby. 
Authoritatively written by experts, 
each book is completely 

illustrated throughout. No library 
or hobby shop is 


complete without one. 


INTERIOR 
RESTYLING 


Now an exciting 
book illustrating 
step-by-step 
redecorating 
operations. 
Revitalize your 
entire living 
pattern by restyling 
your home. 
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SPIN TACKLE 
FISHING 


A complete 
guide to ocean 
and fresh-water 
fishing with 
spinning tackle. 
Latest geor and 
methods 
illustrated. 


UNDERWATER 


New worlds of 
underwater 
adventure, diving 
techniques, 
equipment, etc., 
revealed in this 
first how-to-do-it 
book on 
Skindiving. 


If you cannot obtain these books from your 
newsstands send 85c (to cover postage, etc.) 


direct to: 


HI FIDELITY 


How to enjoy 
the best in music 
reproduction at 
lowest cost; how 
to install your 
own system with 
simple tools. 


HOME MUSIC 
SYSTEMS 


Hundreds of ideas 
on how to install 
Hi Fi into your 
home. Many 
photos of 
ingenious and 
attractive home 
Hi Fi centers. 


TREND, INC. 5959 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 














GOING TO BUY A 


-.and Il was wondering 
if you could help me to decide 
which of the '56 cars would 


be best for me?" 


BOUT THIS TIME OF YEAR, this is the question that we 

are asked most frequently. It’s an extremely difficult ques- 

tion to answer intelligibly, since to answer in a certain way for 

one person is to answer it wrongly for another. There are no 

2 conditions that are entirely the same, and the variance be- 

tween them is what will make a car desirable for one buyer, 
and totally inadequate for the wants of another. 

That’s why we, as the editors of MOTOR TREND, would like to 
guide you to the naew-car showrooms, put you behind the wheel 
of all the new cars, point out those features which you can see 
and feel only by being behind the wheel or by riding in the 
car, then let you decide for yourself. 

Many dealers advertise “road test demonstrations,” which 
may or may not be ‘liberally sprinkled with sales pitches, so 
that you can get the feel of the car yourself. Chances are, tho, 
that you won't do this with more than one or 2 cars. Since we've 
had the opportunity to drive all of them, you may as well take 
advantage of that fact. : 

If you want to buy a new car, we'll help YOU make up your 
mind as to which one in the following 17 pages. (You'll note 
that 2 of the cars are covered elsewhere in the magazine as 
complete’ road tests, while the Hudson and Studebaker are 
covered in more detail since we have not previously published 
photos of them.) We have even anticipated your questions. 

—THE EDITORS 


art by john miller 
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Q. Is the driving position comfortable? 
A. Deep, low seats in normal position fit 
long-legged drivers (or passengers) and 
new, optional 6-way power adjustment 
adapts to any configuration plus eliminat- 
ing fatigue on long trips thru switching 
the pitch. Brake pedal is now pendulum 
mounted, even on synchromesh Specials 
without power boost. Legibility of all 
gauges has jumped from bad to excellent 
with installation of color-coded units that 
show green for safe, red for dangerous. 
Glare is negligible, especially on Road- 
masters with vinyl-covered panel (stand- 
ard) or others if this option is specified. 
Buick steering wheel diameter is just about 
ideal, and design is free from knobs and 
other protrusions on rim. 


Q. Is vision good? 

A. Wraparound windshield with glass 
well forward and vertical pillars is freer 
than most from distortion at the corners. 
Higher front fenders on all Buicks aid 
aiming, and Roadmasters add a pair of 
fender-mounted bombsights for good meas- 
ure. Vision to rear is good, Specials and 


Q. Is the driving position comfortable? 
A. Seats are well padded and firm. In- 
strument grouping has been touched up 
for greater legibility and the glove box 
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Centurys actually having more glass area 
there than bigger Supers and Roadmasters. 


Q. Is it easy to drive? 

A. Power-loaded Buicks are eminently 
easy to drive. Power steering, standard on 
Supers and Roadmasters, is of the new 
Saginaw type, retains road feel; power 
brakes are positive but not too sensitive; 
and of course Dynaflow can be challenged 
for ease of operation only by this year’s 
crop of pushbutton transmissions. 


Q. Does it handle well on the road? 

A. The ’56 Buicks have been subjected to 
numerous detailed but important running 
gear changes. They add up to give the cars 
more tendency to understeer (drift thru 
rather than break loose at the rear) in a 
fast corner. In normal driving, this gives 
more of a feeling of stability. Changing 
kingpin angle (7 degrees outward at the 
top compared to last year’s vertical) and 
moving the steering arm upward '%-inch 
improve directional control. Urge of past 
Buicks to pull on a crowned road has been 
eliminated. Brakes have a grooved lining 
to avoid erratic stops. 


Q. Does it have a good ride? 

A. Main suspension change is a switch at 
the rear to direct-action (tubular) shock 
absorbers. Ride is still softer in all models, 
which makes Buick as pillowy as anything 
built in America today. Softness does not 
seem to affect generally good standards of 
roadability, tho. Outward appearance of 
lean during fast cornering seldom causes 
discomfort to passengers. 


Q. Does it have good performance? 
A. The answer to this question is Buick’s 
forte. Few if any cars will keep up with a 
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1956 Century leaving a stoplight under a 
full head of steam, especially if it is 
equipped with optional dual exhausts. Re- 
vised Dynaflow with second stator assem- 
bly gives much more solid take-off feeling. 
Biggest improvement is in Special, which 
now has a 2-barrel-carburetor version of 
the big engine, giving performance about 
as good as the original 1954 Century. Us- 
ing LOW range to advantage, you should 
make 0-60 mph in 11-12 seconds with 
ease. The big Super and Roadmaster are 
now the match of last year’s hot Century, 
especially in the passing range (4.5 sec- 
onds from 30-50, under 12 from 50-80). 


Q. Is it economical? 

A. Surprisingly so, considering the 322 
cubic inches of engine coupled, in the 
main, to a torque converter. At a steady 50 
mph, any car in the lineup will give you 
a solid 17.5 to 18 mpg, the Special being 
more likely to approach 19. Another econ- 
omy factor perhaps more important than 
gasoline consumption is durability. This is 
the 3rd year around on the basic design 
of running gear and body, the 4th year 
for the engine. Buy one this year and you 
will get all the advantage of millions of 
miles of service experience on every com- 
ponent. —Don MacDonald 


See Dec. MT for styling and model information. 
Road tests (‘55 Century) April ‘55 MT, (‘55 Special 
and Roadmaster) July ‘55 MT. 


PRICES: (Including suggested retail price at main 
factory, federal tax, and delivery and handling 
charges, but not freight.) SPECIAL 2-door sedan 
$2313, 4-door sedan $2372, 2-door hardtop $2413, 
4-door hardtop $2484, convertible $2696, 4-door 
station wagon $2731. CENTURY 2-door hordtop 
$2918, 4-door hardtop $2980, 4-door station wagon 
$3211, convertible $3261. SUPER 2-door hardtop 
$3159, 4-door sedan $3205, 4-door hardtop $3395, 
convertible $3499. ROADMASTER 4-door sedan 
$3458, 2-door hardtop $3546, 4-door hardtop $3647, 
convertible $3659. Dynaflow standard on Century, 
Super and Roadmaster. Power steering standard on 
Super and Roadmaster. 
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has been moved over closer to the driver, 
where it belongs. New this year is a wide, 
pendulum-type brake pedal readily reach- 
able with either foot. Those who have 


taken long trips in current Cadillacs ap- 
preciate the comfortable- positioning of 
the steering wheel and armrests and the 
generously dimensioned interior. 


















Q. Is vision good? 


A. Wide wrapazound glass gives good 
forward visibility despite high hood. Body 
posts in all models are as narrow as pos- 
sible, do not bother you while parking. 
Thanks to the famous “‘fishtails,” all 
fenders can be seen by the driver. A rear- 
view, side mirror adjustable from inside 
the car, something every make should 
have, is standard equipment. 


Q. Is it easy to drive? 

A. Since all Cadillacs come equipped 
with power assists for brakes and steering, 
all the work (and much of the fun) has 
been taken out of driving. Car ignores 
car tracks, road shoulders. 


Q. Does it handle well on the road? 

A. Even the most rabid pre-1956 Lincoln 
fancier will admit that a properly handled 
Cadillac despite its bulk can give him a 
lot of trouble in the mountains. Car leans 
moderately when cornering, but not 
enough to cause driver or passenger dis- 
comfort. On straightaways, there is noth- 





Q. Is the driving position comfortable? 
A. Yes, tho not overwhelming as in some 
cars. Seat and seatback both low; rearmost 
position somewhat cramped for very tall 
drivers. Near-vertical, in-your-lap wheel 
makes for different feel from all pre-’55 
Chevys; has finger notches underneath for 
better control on long drives, but retains 
hazard (at least mental) of pointed hub. 
Medium-width brake pedal is low with 
power braking, can be used with left or 
right foot. Transmission housing makes 
good side rest for accelerator foot. Win- 
dow cranks require excessive turning. 
Heat and vent controls simple and handy, 
tho lettering is small. Center glove box 
and ashtray safely located for driver. 
Clearly marked instruments occasionally 
blocked by full horn ring, frequently reflect 
driver; chrome trim, too, contributes more 
than its share of reflections by day or 
night. Top of panel polished, too. Suff- 
cient room, but interior has more compact 
feel than in some cars. 


Q. Is vision good? 

A. Without parallel in conventional cars. 
Short-hood design, low dash, narrow cor- 
nerposts all help. Rear-view mirror too 
narrow to take advantage of wide rear 


ing to do but aim, sit back, and relax. 


Q. Does it have a good ride? 

A. Around town or on the farm, soft pil- 
lowy ride rates about tops among conven- 
tionally sprung cars. Noise-dampening 
standards are excellent. Suspension practi- 
cally unchanged from last year. 


Q. Does it have good performance? 

A. Cadillac has nailed down top honors 
in this department for the last 2 years in 
a row. The 1956 model, with horsepower 
boosted to 285 (305 on Eldorados) 
should accelerate better and pass even 
more agilely. Expect 0 to 60 mph in about 
11 seconds, in DRIVE range with 6 people 
aboard. Quarter-mile time should be even 
better than last year’s near-top 17.6 sec- 
onds, with 30 to 50 taking around 4% 
seconds, and accelerating from 50 to 80 
will probably need less than 10 seconds. 
Biggest news is not how fast but how 
smoothly you can reach highway speeds. 
The redesigned Hydra-Matic moves thru 
its 3 upshifts, and back down again when- 
ever necessary, almost without the driver 
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window without blind spot, or of visible 
rear fenders. Mirror flips over to avoid 
right front blind spot for taller drivers. 


Q. Is it easy to drive? 

A. Again squared-off look and short over- 
all length pay off. Without power steer- 
ing, effort is low and control precise; with 
power steering, effort is of course less; its 
feel is less loose for ’56, as is that of the 
unchanged Powerglide with this year’s 
greater horsepower. Surface irregularities 
are little problem with manual steering, 
none with power. 


Q. Does it handle well on the road? 

A. Yes for both the 6 and the V8, but 
the V8’s new power inspires a feeling of 
confidence when you find yourself in one 
of ‘those tight spots. Even in conservative 
driving, the lighter V8 engine makes for 
better weight distribution and better co- 
ordination. You can make the rear end 
break loose, but you'll have to be a trick 
driver to do it, and then pulling out is a 
cinch. Ordinarily you'll never lose traction, 
but may notice 4-wheel drift under the 
worst circumstances. Car is so solid and 
sure of itself as to astonish those who have 
known earlier models, and you may find 











being able to sense them. Hydra-Matic has 
lost little, if any, of its efficiency in switch- 
ing to a smoother shifting mechanism. 
And it’s now about as smooth as any 
torque converter excepting Buick’s un- 
aided-by-gears Dynaflow. 


Q. Is it economical? 

A. Again, recent Cadillacs have not only 
topped their own field in this category, 
but also do better than most smaller cars. 
The ’55 Cadillac took on only one gallon 
every 13.8 miles of average driving, and 
in level-road steady-speed fuel checks 
went as far as 24.4 mpg at 30 mph, 21.5 
at 45, 17.9 at 60, and 15 at 75. The big 
boost in displacement (up 34 cubic inches 


to 365) may cut into this record. 
—Don MacDonald 


See Dec. MT for styling and model information. 
Road test (‘55 Cadillac 62) June ‘55 MT. 


PRICES: (Including suggested retail price at main 
factory, federal tax, and delivery and handling 
charges, but not freight.) SERIES 62 2-door hard- 
tops $4146 and $4569, 4-door sedan $424°, 4-door 
hardtop $4698, convertible $4711. SERIES 60 SPE- 
CIAL 4-door sedan $4992. ELDORADO 2-door hard- 
top $6501, convertible $6501. Hydra-Matic and pow- 
er steering standard. 
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yourself going much faster than you in- 
tended with a feeling of utter security. 


Q. Does it have a good ride? 

A. It combines flat cornering with excel- 
lent shock insulation for passengers. Its 
short wheelbase is against it when you 
meet 2 bumps close together (as in cross- 
ing a deeply guttered, narrow street); 
you'll feel such a bump, but the car won't 
lose its head. Would benefit, comfortwise, 
from more room front and rear. Satisfac- 
torily quiet except when engine is cold. 


Q. Does it have good performance? 

A. We hadn’t completed our road test as 
this issue went to press, but it was obvious 
that this car is continuing evolutionary 
changes after its complete turnabout in 
55. Even the 6 has more power (and 
hydraulic lifters on all models) but the 
line’s standout is the powerpacked Super 
Turbo Fire with 4-barrel carburetor, 9.25 
to 1 compression and dual exhausts. It 
could be the stoplight showoff of °56, 
bettering last year’s top performance in its 
class of 12.3 seconds to 60 mph, 19 sec- 
onds for the standing quarter-mile, 4.4 
seconds from 30 to 50, and 15.5 seconds 
for 50 to 80 mph. Excellent at continued 
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high speeds. Powerglide takes added power 
without shudders even when punished. 
Upshifts occur at higher speed than before, 
making better use of geared starts or down- 
shifts for a burst of speed.. 


Q. Is it economical? 

A. Yes, if you drive it for that. With 
the V8, this requires real discipline, since 
it seems to urge you to go faster. Around- 
town mileage should be about 14.5 mpg. 


Q. Is the driving position comfortable? 
A. If you like to sit up straight and com- 
mand a good view of the road, you'll find 
the tall-in-the-saddle New Yorker and 
Windsor to your liking. Chrysler uses high 
seats to good advantage, putting you right 
up to wheel. Legroom rates excellent. 
Wide front seat calls for stretch to glove 
box. (Space required for Highway Hi-Fi 
negates use of center compartment.) Arm- 
rests are well placed, comfortable. 


Q. Is vision good? 

A. Windshield distortion at upper corners, 
apparent in some "55s, not as noticeable in 
56s we've seen. Windshield wiper sweep 
is improved this year, can be improved 
further. Front fenders visible, over-hood 
vision very good for such a big car. 


Q. Is it easy to drive? 

A. New Yorker is 7 inches longer, 5 
inches wider than chunky 51 New York- 
er, lst Chrysler available with power steer- 
ing; but driving ease has quadrupled over 
years to where big '56s rate easiest of their 
class to drive. Fast-turning, full-time pow- 
er steering allows all-important feature of 
maneuverability, should be ordered on 
your Chrysler. One drawback is power 
steering’s lack of road feel; but power as- 
sist offers advantages of no steering wheel 
shock, no fight in ruts or car tracks. Feath- 
er-light power brakes are easy to apply, to 
get used to, to like. Pedal is one of in- 
dustry’s widest. PowerFlite’s pushbuttons 
are handy to your left hand; other controls 
easy to reach and use. 


Q. Does it handle well on the road? 

A. New models are like last year’s cars 
(line is unchanged in chassis design) 
that they possess a flowing ride; but this 
on-a-cloud action has as a reaction nose- 
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Last year’s test car got 20.6 mpg at a 
steady 30 mph, 19.2 at 45, 15.8 at 60, 
and 13.8 at 75. Conservative driving with 
an overdrive-equipped 6 will really build 
your savings account. Our °55 Chevy 6 
got a tank average of 19.3 mpg, and at 
steady speeds of 30, 45, 60, and 75 re- 
spectively, got 30.2, 27.4, 21.2 and 16.6. 


—Pete Molson 
See Dec. MT for styling and mode! information. 
Road test (‘55 Two-Ten V8 with Powerglide) 


down cornering, heel-over (more evident 
from outside car than to driver or passen- 
gers) on curving roads. Conversely, cor- 
nering is surprisingly precise, and car hugs 
road until beyond breakaway point of 
many harder-riding cars. But it’s always 
easy to handle. 


Q. Does it have a good ride? 

A. One of the best, due to seating posi- 
tions, interior spaciousness (legroom, 
shoulder room, hiproom, headroom), and 
perhaps more important in this price class 
than actual seat comfort, quietness. Body 
lean in tight turns may be more noticeable 
than in many cars, but Chryslers have 
ability to soak up road shock before impact 
gets to car interior and into your bones. 


Q. Does it have good performance? 

A. Windsor should be able to get to 60 
in about 12 seconds, flash thru a quarter- 
mile nudging 80 mph. Larger-engined 
New Yorker Deluxe should be faster to 60 
by some 2 seconds, should stop the watches 
at the end of a quarter-mile in a little be- 
low 17.5 seconds, with some 5 mph great- 
er speed than the Windsor. Both cars will 
be near the head of the class in 50-80 
times, both hitting it close to 10 seconds 
if they're in average tune. 


Q. Is it economical? 

A. Altho Chryslers will run more efficient- 
ly at higher speeds (on a power-to-power 
basis ) than the 55s, mileage will be down 
slightly on the heavy, 4-barrel-carburetored 
New Yorker. Windsor (with higher com- 
pression ratio, lower rpms, smaller car- 
buretor than last year’s New Yorker) 
should outshine either of the "55 Chryslers 
in economy. The 55 Chrysler New York- 
er got 20.2, 17.9, 15.5, and 13.1 mpg re- 
spectively at steady speeds of 30, 45, 60, 
and 75 mph. Tank average was 13 mpg. 

—lJim Lodge 


Jan. ‘55 MT (‘55 Two-Ten 6 with overdrive) Aug. 
‘55 MT. 

PRICES: (Including suggested retail price at main 
factory, federal tax, and delivery and handling 


charges, but not freight. These prices are for 6- 
cylinder models, V8s are $99 more.) ONE-FIFTY 
business sedan $1700, 2-door sedan $1792, 4-door 
sedan $1835, 2-door station wagon $2137. TWO- 
TEN 2-door sedans $1878 and $1937, 4-door sedan 
$1921, 2-door hardtop $2029, 4-door hardtop $2083, 
2-door station wagon $2181, 4-door 2-seat station 
wagon $2229, 4-door 3-seat station wagon $2314. 
BEL AIR 2-door sedan $1991, 4-door sedan $2034, 


2-door hardtop $2142, 4-door hardtop $2196, con- 
vertible $2310, 4-door 3-seat station wagon $2448, 
2-door Nomad station wagon $2574. 

















See Nov. MT for styling and model information. 
Road test (‘55 New Yorker) May ‘55 MT. 


PRICES: (Including suggested retail price at main 
factory, federal tax, and delivery and handling 
charges, but not freight.) WINDSOR 4-door sedan 
$2825, 2-door hardtops $2859 and $2996, 4-door 
hardtop $3083, convertible $3290, 4-door station 
wagon $3553. NEW YORKER 4-door sedan $3728, 
2-door hard'ops $3900 and $3944, 4-door hardtop 
$4950, corv>rtible $4191, 4-door station wagon 
$4472. Powe Flite standard on New Yorker. 

















Q. Is the driving position comfortable? 
A. Normal seating position is quite high 
and comfortably so, since it accentuates 
good vision all around. Wheel lets you 
reach thru (rather than around) it to 
operate pushbutton Ultramatic-equipped 
cars. Large accelerator pedal angles sharp- 
ly from floor, can be uncomfortable. En- 
larged brake pedal is fairly low, makes 
pivoting from accelerator easy, fairly good 
for left-foot brakers. 


Q. Is vision good? 

A. Here again the relatively high seating 
position coupled with a sloping hood and 
wide wraparound make you master of the 
wide area you survey. Large window at 
rear with trim supporting posts provides 
fine rear vision; good-sized rear-view mir- 
ror takes advantage of it. High front and 
rear fenders let you know where you stand 
in parking or tight situations. You could 
get some glare from the ornate panel. 


Q. Is it easy to drive? 

A. Power-steering-equipped Clipper has 
an amazingly light feel, is very easy to 
steer and maneuver, has just a minimum 
of road feel. Reduced turns lock to lock 
make steering considerably faster and a 
new flexible coupling all but eliminates 
wheel shock. 


Q. Does it handle well on the road? 
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Q. Is the driving position comfortable? 
A. You'll note Ist of all that you sit closer 
to the windshield than in most cars (except 
sports varieties). Seat positioning for 
more (or less) legroom and headroom is 
accomplished by power control in armrest 
of driver's door. Sort-of bolster effect 
across top and sides of deep seats provides 
you with comfort and acts somewhat like 
bucket seats to contain you in fast-taken 
corners. Deepset wheel is smaller (by one 
inch) than on Lincoln to give more thigh 
room; it sits in your lap. Shrouding at top 


A. Surprising in this phase, Clipper feels 
at Ist like it might get you into trouble 
on a turn taken too fast. But once you're 
into the turn—available horsepower not- 
withstanding—Clipper is very stable and 
goes right where you point it without 
much fuss at all. Actually, Clipper goes 
easily into a firmly controlled drift, and 
within reason, you're the boss. 


Q. Does it have a good ride? 

A. Last year’s big selling point—torsion 
bars—are, of course, still with Clipper. 
While they aid in smoothing out bumps, 
Clipper’s claim to fame is not nearly so 
much a soft ride as a /evel ride. You still 
feel bumps and railroad tracks—outstand- 
ing feature is complete lack of pitch or 
rebound coming out of a bad bump or 
dip, or uncomfortable feeling when car 
is unevenly loaded front or rear. If you 
have some rough roads to travel, Clipper’s 
torsion bars add up to least tiring ride on 
the road. New car is a little less noisy. 


Q. Does it have good performance? 

A. Clipper advertises (and has) most 
torque output of any car in its class—380 
pounds feet at 2800 rpm for the 275- 
horsepower engine. That means dig and 
the 56 Clipper has it. It’ll break 11 sec- 
onds in the 0-60 range and should easily 
clip a quarter-mile in 18 flat. Improved 
Ultramatic should make for better pass- 


of instruments prevents light shining onto 
windshield. Main instruments are legible; 
heat and vent controls are hard to read, tho 
easy to reach. No “hot spots” from dash 
because of standard padding. Glove com- 
partment on far right requires stretch, but 
ashtrays are close by in each door. Large 
throttle is close to thickly carpeted trans- 
mission hump, located so you can rest the 
side of your foot on long drives. Wide 
brake pedal can be used for right- or left- 
foot braking. Lots of foot-resting space to 
left of brake pedal. 


































ing speeds too; about 4 seconds from 30 
to 50, 13 seconds for the 50-80 range. 
Top speed will be just over 105 mph. 


Q. Is it economical? 

A. With its high 9.5 to 1 compression 
ratio and unusually high 2.87 rear axle, 
56 Clipper will get better fuel economy 
along with its improved performance. In 
moderate steady cruising ranges (45-60) 
you can happily plan on getting close to 
20 miles per gallon. Around town driving 


will result in about a 13-mpg average. 
—Al Kidd 


See Dec. MT for styling and model information. 
Road test (‘55 Custom) June ‘55 MT. 


PRICES: (Including suggested retail price at main 
factory, federal tax, and delivery and handling 
charges, but not freight.) DELUXE 4-door sedan 
$2731. SUPER 4-door sedan $2866, 2-door hardtop 
$2916. CUSTOM 4-door sedan $3069, 2-door hard- 
top $3164. 
















Q. Is vision good? 
A. Despite long hood (when all other 
hoods are shortening), you can see the 
ground a few short feet in front of the 
bumper. Comes from sitting closer to 
windshield and proper seat-to-hood rela- 
tionship. No distortion in mildly wrapped 
windshield. Vision forward and to sides 
extremely good, with no blind spots (posts 
are only 114 inches thick ). Rear-view mir- 
ror encompasses rear window. There is 
a large blind spot to the right rear because 
of blanked-in quarter panel. Driver can 
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easily spot rear fenders without a stretch. 


Q. Is it easy to drive? 

A. Everything works amazingly smoothly, 
and what is needed to make driving easier 
is standard: automatic transmission, power 
steering, brakes, windows, and seats. Same 
wheelbase and shorter length (by 5 
inches) than Lincoln make it more ma- 
neuverable than a highly maneuverable 
car. Quiet running also has psychological 
effect of keeping outside distractions out. 


Q. Does it handle well on the road? 

A. As good as the Lincoln would be good 
enough, but the Continental even tops 
this. It’s nimble, takes to the road as if 
born there, glues itself to corners (drifting 
before breaking loose at the rear), leans 
in corners but not noticeably to the driver. 





Q. Is the driving position comfortable? 
A. DeSoto follows company planning 
with its high seating position, good feel 
to wheel, plenty of room around pedals, 
and good seat adjustment (aided even fur- 
ther by optional electric seat control). Seat 
and seatback form provides good support. 


Q. Is vision good? 

A. Car’s “Flight Sweep” styling allows 
good forward vision because front end 
slopes downward from cowl; and by same 
token, uplifted rear fenders are fully vis- 
ible. (Depending on your height and 
where you position the seat, you may or 
may not find the right-front fender easy 
to see.) Windshield’s curvature has some 
distortion near top, but it’s not normally 
noticeable unless you look thru glass at 
opposite edge of wraparound. Wiper sweep 
falls quite short of cornerpost, leaves blind 
spot between you and outside mirror if 
latter is out on fender or cowl where most 
dealers install it. Rear-quarter panels 
aren’t thinnest in industry, but rear win- 
dow wraps around far enough to alleviate 
blindspot problem. 


Q. Is it easy to drive? 

A. Without driving-ease accessories, De- 
Sotos are surprisingly nimble. Altho they 
weigh just a little less than the larger 
Chryslers and have nearly the same per- 
centage of weight on the front end, steer- 
ing is noticeably easier. (Smaller tires 
help here.) With power steering, driving 
is as easy as it can get in a car of this size. 
Standard-shift DeSotos have easy, long- 
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Touching the brake gives instant stops. 


Q. Does it have a good ride? 

A. Ride is soft but not billowy, firm 
enough to prevent uncomfortable body roll 
in turns. With front seat back all way, leg- 
room is cut down to that of a coupe; com- 
pensation is toeroom under the front seat. 
Drive-train housing leaves no legroom for 
middle passenger. Has quietest ride of any 
American car. 


Q. Does it have good performance? 

A. An engine at least as powerful as Lin- 
coln’s, with somewhat less total weight, 
would seem to indicate that performance 
will be quite ample. Getting to 60 mph 
from a standstill would take about 11 sec- 
onds; to go from 50 to 80 mph (an indi- 
cation of highway passability ) would con- 


throw shift mechanism; PowerFlite has 
those ultra-easy buttons at your fingertips. 
Power brakes use a higher pedal than 
found in some competitive products, but 
leverage is better; suspended pedal is as 
wide as you’d want it for left-foot brak- 
ing, and the pivot from gas to brake for 
right-footers calls for little movement. 


Q. Does it handle well on the road? 

A. Generally steady on its feet in most 
instances; body lean on curves can join 
with lack of road sense (in power steering 
models) to make front end feel over- 
heavy. But in normal driving conditions, 
car has good road sense, can be moved 
quickly with its 3% wheel turns lock to 
lock. Non-power steering demands 5% 
turns from full left to full right. 


Q. Does it have a good ride? 

A. DeSoto’s wide seats, roomy interior di- 
mensions, and ride control characteristics 
of chassis add up to a smooth, restful ride. 
Long considered one of most stable of 
Chrysler Corp. products by MT’s test staff, 
DeSoto is the kind of a car you can ride 
in for 300-mile stretches without feeling 
fatigued or cramped. Both DeSotos have 
similar front and rear suspension setups, 
with Fireflite model differing in having an 
extra leaf in its rear springs. 


Q. Does it have good performance? 

A. Fireflite has 4-barrel carburetor, Fire- 
dome has 2-barrel; this is basic difference 
between engines and their output. Per- 
formance difference should show up mostly 









sume less than 10 seconds; top speed 
would be in neighborhood of 105-110 
mph. Lincoln Turbo-Drive provides 
smooth upshifts and downshifts. 


Q. Is it economical? 

A. We'll have to assume that this question 
refers to operation and not to initial price; 
the answer is then “yes.” Fuel economy 
should be in neighborhood of 56 Lincoln 
with 20 mpg at a steady, level-road speed 
of 30 mph, 18 at 45, 15 at 60, and 13 at 
75. Around-town driving will take about a 
gallon every 13 miles. —Walt Woron 


See Nov. MT for styling and model ifformation. 


PRICE: (Including suggested retail price at main 
factory, federal tax, and delivery and handling 
charges, but not freight.) 2-door hardtop $9517. 
Turbo-Drive and power steering standard. 
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at middle speed ranges (40-60 mph) and 


above. In-town performance won't be 
much different from ’55s, but 50-80 times 
in both cars should be cut by 2 or 3 sec- 
onds (taking Fireflite down to 11-12 sec- 
onds ). Firedome’s lower gearing will keep 
it right up with Fireflite until latter’s bet- 
ter engine breathing gives it the edge. 


Q. Is it economical? 

A. Fireflite DeSoto will give you 12 to 13 
mpg mileage driving back and forth to 
work during week. Last year’s car got 19.7 
mpg at steady 30 mph, 18.2 at 45, 15.7 at 
60, and 11.9 at 75; this year’s car should 
be close to that. Firedome won't stray far 
from this pattern if it’s equipped with 
PowerFlite transmission; but with over- 
drive (not available on Fireflite), it can 
parallel many lesser cars. —Jim Lodge 


See Nov. MT for styling and model information. 
Road test (‘55 Fireflite) April ‘55 MT. 


PRICES: (Including suggested retail price at main 
factory, federal tax, and delivery and handling 
charges, but not freight.) FIREDOME 4-door sedan 
$2632, 2-door hardtops $2688 and $2809, 4-door 
hardtops $2787 and $2908, convertible $3034, 4- 
door station wagon $3325. FIREFLITE 4-door sedan 
$3074, 2-door hardtop $3301, 4-door hardtop $3386, 
convertible $3499. PowerFlite standard on Fireflite. 
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Q. Is the driving position comfortable? 
A. It’s very comfortable, unless you object 
to sitting up a little straighter in the seat 
than you would in many ’56s. Some of 
MT’s drivers liked it, others found it a lit- 
tle tiring, but none really objected to the 
vertical, higher-than-most seat. (An auto- 
matic seat adjuster can put you just where 
you want to be for top comfort, altho it’s 
not the type that lets the seatback tilt to 
the rear.) Steering wheel sits about right 
for most drivers, pedals are well placed, 
with pedal on power brake models stretch- 
ing well across floorboard. 


Q. Is vision good? 

A. A wide windshield, downward sloping 
hood and high seat combine for excellent 
forward vision. Tall drivers may find top 
of windshield a little too low. But all driv- 
ers (including the one in the car to right- 
rear) benefit from the wide rear-view mir- 
ror and wide wraparound rear window. 
Front fenders remain below hoodline, and 
you may have to sit up a little to spot 
right-front appendage; rear fender fins 
really give you that in-a-jet feeling. 


Q. Is it easy to drive? 

A. Very much so, and particularly when 
equipped with Chrysler Corp.’s full-time 
power steering—a coaxial type integrated 
into the steering column. With this easy- 
turning steering system, a flip of the wrist 
whisks you into a parking space; the 
slightest nudge of the wheel moves you 
thru traffic or around another car on the 
highway (and wheel return to straight- 
ahead position is immediate). Manual 
steering isn’t hard, but it takes many turns 
of the wheel to maneuver the car, quite a 
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bit of pull to turn wheels with car stand- 
ing still. PowerFlite, equipped with push- 
button controls, takes no mechanical 
know-how, no effort to operate. Braking a 
Dodge with conventional brakes is easy; 
with power brakes it’s completely effort- 
less. Nothing is hard to operate, accessories 
are convenient, car itself isn’t bulky. 


Q. Does it handle well on the road? 

A. Compared to larger Chrysler cars, 
Dodge is relatively light—and it feels that 
way, particularly at higher speeds. Being 
light and easy to steer, you’re inclined to 
cut into turns a little too fast until you’re 
used to the car. Result is nosing thru turns, 
then correction. There’s body lean, and it 
can be severe at times, but there’s also 
stickability, until the road surface gets 
choppy and car is prone to lose traction. 
For normal, everyday driving conditions, 
Dodge can meet any requirement. It’s quick 
to recover from dips and bumps, and even 
in power steering cars, where good road 
feel is lacking at highway speeds, direc- 
tional stability is good. 


Q. Does it have a good ride? 

A. For same reason that car is prone to 
lose traction on rough spots in road, it set- 
tles into cracks or potholes with a solid 
bump audible at rear wheels. Most recent 
Dodge we've driven, a 2-door Custom 
Royal Lancer hardtop, had a good ride; 
not as quiet or shock-free as larger Chrys- 
ler cars, but commendably restful. Like 
larger cars, it floated over most road sur- 
faces with little pitching. Bumps you feel 
you should have steered around, because 
normal irregularities may be heard, but 
they aren’t transmitted into road shock. 


Q. Does it have good performance? 
A. Performance is improved in all ranges 
over MT’s 55 Dodge test car. One of best- 


, 
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feeling cars for low-speed snap, Dodge has 
acceleration times to back this up. Last 
year’s car was lively; this year’s packs more 
punch into its passing-speed power, some 
3 seconds being lopped off 55’s time of 7.9 
for 30 to 50 mph (where Dodge’s torque 
does its best), and about 1% seconds off 
last year’s time of 15.3 to go from 50 to 
80. Low-speed torque makes this a good 
trailer puller. Tiny by comparison to V8 
engines, L-head 6 can’t offer much’ per- 
formance. “Little” 6 will find it hard to 
cope with today’s engine-toom gadgetry, 
but it’s known to give good service. 


Q. Is it economical? 

A. Engineered to run more efficiently de- 
spite power increases, Dodge V8s can be 
relatively economical if you don’t utilize 
their power every time you start off from 
a light. Low and mid-range economy of 
the Super Red Ram engine (on Custom 
Royals) is slightly better this year (steady 
speed consumption at 30 and 45 mph was 
21.5 and 20.1); high-speed fuel consump- 
tion is higher ('55 gave 16.8 and 13.9 at 
60 and 75); traffic fuel consumption 
about the same as 55 (14.3 mpg). All- 
around economy is directly related to your 
engine choice and your choice of 3 trans- 
missions available. Overdrive-equipped 
V8s will be not only economical in oper- 
ating costs, but good performers too. 


—Jim Lodge 


See Nov. MT for styling and model information. 
Road test (‘55 V8 Custom Royal) March ‘55 MT. 


PRICES: (Including suggested retail price at main 
factory, federal tax, and delivery and handling 
charges, but not freight.) CORONET 6 2-door sedan 
$2145, 4-door sedan $2219. CORONET V8 2-door 
sedan $2253, 4-door sedan $2326, 2-door hardtop 
$2389, 4-door hardtop $2503, convertible $2629. 
ROYAL 4-door sedan $2464, 2-door hardtop $2534, 
4-door hardtop $2648. CUSTOM ROYAL 4-door 
sedan $2574, 2-door hardtop $2644, 4-door hardtop 
$2758, convertible $2863. STATION WAGONS: 2- 
door 6 $2442, 2-door, 2-seat V8 $2550, 2-door 3- 
seat V8 $2679, 4-door 2-seat 6 $2667, 4-door 2-seat 
V8 $2819, 4-door 3-seat 6 $2773, 4-door 3-seat V8 
$2925. 


see page 50 for road test 
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HE '56 HUDSON, available in 6- 

cylinder Wasp and Hornet versions 
(and also as a Hornet with an optional 
220-horsepower V8, up 12 from last year), 
has been subjected to a fairly extensive 
facelift billed as “V-line” styling. It in- 
volves a massive die-cast grille, new side 
trim including a gold panel on custom 
models, reshaped tail lights and an interior 
that is new from instrument panel to 
package shelf. 

V8 Hornets benefit from both the more 
powerful, Packard-supplied engine and the 
aluminum-cased (95 pounds lighter ) 
“twin” Ultramatic transmission, the only 
one available with the V8. Packard is 
apparently not releasing its pushbutton 
control to competition. Six-cylinder 


models, which include 120- and 130-horse- 
power Wasps, 165- and 175- horsepower 
Hornets, still offer a choice of 3-speed, 
overdrive, or Dual-Range (not the latest 
version) Hydra-Matic transmissions. Body 
models are the same except that the Wasp 
line has dropped its hardtop. Twelve-volt 
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electrical systems thruout aid greatly in 
carrying accessory loads, especially with air 
conditioning, where the new power boosts 
cool-down time and circulation. 


Q. Is it easy to get in and out? 

A. Since all dimensions, interior and ex- 
terior, are the same as last year and since 
Hornet and Wasp share a common body 
shell on different wheelbases, driver and 
passenger compartments rate high in ac- 
cessibility. Those who trade in a 54 or 
earlier “step-down” Hudson will find a 
100 per cent increase in ease of entry and 
exit. Vertical windshield pillar is no 
problem to circumnavigate. Last year’s 
pushbutton door handles (which were ex- 
cessively stiff on our test car) have been 
replaced by Nash squeeze type. 


Q. Is the driving position comfortable? 
A. Hudson 4-door sedans equipped with 
optional reclining front seat are tops in 
comfort for passenger, altho driver, of 
course, should not have his seatback in any 





Hudson Custom Hornet 4-Door Sedan 





Hornet 6 Engine with Twin H-Power 























Rear of Hudson Wasp Super 4-Door Sedan 


position other than upright while car is 
in motion. Last year’s complaint that the 
steering wheel was excessively high, par- 
ticularly for a short driver, has been taken 
care of. Instrument panel features a ther- 
mometer-type speedometer, similar to the 
one used on current Buicks. Much thought 
has been given to glare reduction; ail 
models are equipped with a vinyl-cov- 
ered pad over top of panel. Last year's 
inaccessible and stiff-working parking 
brake has been given a new T-handle and 
moved over to driver’s left. Heater con- 
trols, even when optional air condition- 
ing is integrated, are just about the sim- 
plest in the industry. Unchanged brake 
pedal in automatic transmission models 
could well be enlarged and moved out 
from under steering column; it is difficult 
to reach with left foot. Interiors, sparked 
up by liberal use of metallic-threaded up- 
holstery, are of exceptionally generous di- 
mensions. Hudson (like Nash) is one of 
the few true 6-passenger cars in produc- 
tion; most others are good for 5 and maybe 
a child. 


Q. Is vision good? 


A. The view ahead thru 1100 square 















Air-conditioning system performs even better than last year’s eminently satisfac- 
tory unit because of new 12-volt electrical system on all Hudson models. Designed 
for complete front-of-the-car installation, it has but one serious disadvantage: if 
limits legroom for right-front passenger. Underhood compartment is of course wel! 
stuffed when air conditioning is ordered, but roomy trunk remains uncluttered. 
Other advantages of American Motors’ system are very low cost (when compared 
with other units) and extra-simple temperature control requiring only one knob 








Hudson Wasp Super 4-Door Sedan 


inches of wraparound glass is hampered 
somewhat by the high, wide hood. Little 
gimmicks tacked over each headlight are 
excellent to sight on while you're park- 
ing. Rear fenders can more readily be 
seen from driver’s seat due to newly 
raised trim of their own. Windshield 
wipers have a cam action that pretty 
thoroughly clears the wide glass area. All 
models have a standard vacuum booster, 
furnishing enough power to force blades 
across semi-dry glass or sweep aside snow 
and ice. 


Q. Is it easy to drive? 

A. The answer to this question is “yes,” 
providing your Hornet V8 comes equipped 
with optional power steering. Fifty-eight 
per cent of car’s weight rests on front 
wheels when unloaded, making boosted 
steering mandatory if you want to avoid 
parking lot lumbago. Hornet and Wasp 6s, 
with lighter engines, steer pleasantly and 
well, with or without power. 


Q. Does it handle well on the road? 

A. In our road test of the 55 model 
(June MT) we said: “Old Hornet's repu- 
tation for “stickability” 


is carried on by 


new model to surprising degree.” Since 
no piece of the running gear he: been 
changed, this statement still applies—to all 
models. Excellent brakes feature a me- 
chanical override (when not equipped 
with power boost) for safety in the un- 
likely event that the hydraulic system 
should fail. Panic stopping averages for 
Hornet were topped by only one car 
(much lighter) last year, and that by an 
inconsequential one foot. Both Hornets 
rate tops for fast cross-country driving 
pleasure; Wasp is better for city use. 





Q. Does it have a good ride? 

A. Ride in all models is on the firm side, 
despite use of coils on all 4 wheels. Coils, 
being essentially torsion bars, have a con- 
stant spring rate (no inter-leaf friction 
to’affect it), leaving control entirely up 
to shock absorbers. Calibration compro- 
mise decided on by Hudson engineers fa- 
vors high-speed comfort; consequently 
you'll feel city cobblestones. 


Q. Does it have good performance? 

A. Hornet V8 performance is more than 
adequate. Higher compression ratio (9.55 
to 1) and a hotter cam should give a 
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Hudson Custom Hornet Hardtop 


consistent 0 to 60 mph in 12 seconds, 
and about the same for 50 to 80. It could 
be even hotter if you sneak down to your 
Packard dealer for a 4-barrel carburetor 
and manifold, go home and bolt it on. 
Hornet 6 (unchanged from last year ex- 
cept for hydraulic valve lifters) can’t do 
quite as well and is noisier about it. Wasp 
is definitely an economy package, should 
make a hit with the many who lament 
the demise of the small, economical 6. ~* 


Q. Is it economical? 

A. The answer in the case of an over- 
drive-equipped Wasp is definitely “yes.” 
Other models get thirstier as you go up the 
scale in engine and transmission com- 
binations. Our tank average (only roughly 
calculated) for a 6000-mile trip in a ’55 
V8 was about 14 miles per gallon. At 
moderate and steady speeds, it did much 
better: 18 at 30 mph, 17.2 at 45, 15.3 at 
60, and 12.1 at 75. This year’s car should 
show a noticeable improvement due to the 


higher compression ratio. 
—Don MacDonald 


Road test (‘55 V8 Hornet) June ‘55 MT. 


PRICES: Not available as we went to press. 
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Q. Is the driving position comfortable? 
A. As in the New Yorker, you sit high, 
with same expanse of room around pedals 
(extra-wide power brake pedal isn’t in 
the way), same elbow-, head-, hip- and 
shoulder room. An automatic seat adjuster 
is included in initial cost, so finding the 
right combination of legroom and height 
to suit you is a matter of touching a pair 
of switches. 


Q. Is vision good? 

A. Imperial offers same view of road 
you'll get in New Yorker. Rearward, how- 
ever, you peer at fenders that are a little 
farther back. But those stand-up tail lights 
are like airport beacons at night. 


Q. Is it easy to drive? 

A. Overall size is only thing that might 
be considered a hindrance to all-around 
driving ease, yet physical ease of maneu- 
vering an Imperial supersedes its inability 
to fit into a tight parking space. Power 
steering, standard equipment, doesn’t let 
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Q. Is the driving position comfortable? 
A. Seat is low, seatback is firm, but slants 
back just a trifle too much for some. Four- 
way power seat can just about take care of 
any body configuration. Handgrips on 
deep-dish safety wheel are comfortable on 
long trips. Wide brake pedal is supported 
by 2 arms and suitable for left- or right- 
foot braking. Accelerator pedal is close to 
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you stop to think that you’re scrubbing 
big 8.20 by 15 tires against that concrete. 
Wheel turns easier than it does in many 
cars wearing 7.60s. Power brakes, also 
standard, bring car to slow-and-easy stops 
or wheels-locked stops with a light touch 
of the toe on the pedal. 


Q. Does it handle well on the road? 

A. At average highway speeds, where a 
heavy car would be prone to pitfalls 
should it move off onto a bad shoulder, 
Imperial would hardly be fazed by any 
such indignity. There’s no fight in the 
wheel, no vibration from irregular road 
surfaces. Only at very high speeds, where 
smoothness and silence serve to disguise 
velocity, are you apt to run into trouble. 
Under these conditions, you’d find that 
lack of true road sense thru power steer- 
ing could get you crossed-up in a sharp 
turn taken too fast. New chassis altera- 
tions (notably a pair of control struts 
running from axle to frame) make Im- 
perial more stable going thru winding 
roads (struts are used primarily to ab- 
sorb new engine power without stiffening 
rear suspension ); rear-wheel hop on rough 
turns is rarely noticeable. 


Q. Does it have a good ride? 

A. One of nicest riding cars on the road. 
Features as its specialties quietness, 
smoothness, an abundance of rear-seat leg- 
room and kneeroom. Rear-seat passengers 
sit farther to rear of door opening than 


transmission housing and allows you to 
rest your foot against it. As easy to reach 
power window control on flange of wrap- 
around panel as it is to work heat and vent 
controls. You'll have to stretch to reach 
glove compartment and ashtray. Instru- 
ments are legible and throw no distracting 
reflections on windshield at night. Most 
of the glare is cut down by the vinyl cov- 
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in New Yorker. (Because of 7-inch longer 
wheelbase, passengers are less susceptible 
to road shock and body movement, are 
better cradled within front and rear sus- 
pension assemblies. ) 


Q. Does it have good performance? 

A. Imperial’s lower axle gearing isn’t 
utilized to make its performance better 
than New Yorker’s (as has been sug- 
gested), but rather to counteract extra 
weight (over 450 pounds) it must carry. 
On a proving grounds demonstrator we 
came up with a 0-60 mph time of 12.8 
seconds, not counting speedometer error. 
Its top speed is lower than the New York- 
er’s, and its 50 to 80 mph time is less, 
but still big league. 


Q. Is it economical? 

A. MOTOR TREND has never road-tested 
an Imperial and can’t state fuel consump- 
tion figures. But on paper, the Imperial 
figures to be somewhat less economical 
than the ‘56 New Yorker. Its mid-speed 
economy wouldn’t lag too far behind but 
high-speed mileage would show a decided 
difference in the New Yorker’s favor. 

—Jim Lodge 


See Nov. MT for styling and model information. 
Road test of ‘55 Chrysler New Yorker Deluxe, May 


PRICES: (Including suggested retail price at main 
factory, federal tax, and delivery and handling 
charges, but not freight.) 4-door sedan $4780, 2- 
door hardtop $5042, 4-door hardtop $5174. Power- 
Flite and power steering standard. 
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ering the panel, but there is some from the 
wheel spokes. Lots of room in all direc- 
tions—top, sides, out front—to keep you 
from feeling cramped. 


Q. Is vision good? 

A. Over-the-hood visibility is quite good 
because the hood slopes downward and 
you can sit high. Some distortion in wrap- 




















around corners of windshield. Rear-view 
mirror adjustable to move out of line of 
sight, but could be wider to take advan- 
tage of wide rear glass expanse. No blind 
spot to right rear, where fenders are visible. 


Q. Is it easy to drive? 

A. Not many easier than the Lincoln, de- 
spite its increased length; you will note 
added (7.2) inches, tho, in parking. 
Standard power steering retains road feel 
yet takes effort out of driving around town. 
Also aids in eliminating fight normally 
associated with streetcar tracks, crowned 
roads, and shoulders. 


Q. Does it handle well on the road? 

A. The ’56 handles unlike the '55 in that 
it breaks loose quicker at the rear, keeping 
you on your toes (of course, this applies 
only to fast driving ). Feels stable and sure- 
footed driven fast. Not disturbed by 
wrongly banked curves or when driven 


Q. Is the driving position comfortable? 
A. Here is an unexpected corollary of 
ford Motor Co.’s new emphasis on safety: 
the bowl-like wheel, wide-spread and su- 
perbly visible instruments, and glareless 
panel top all contribute a big share to an 
at-ease feeling that strikes you as soon as 
you get in. Much room all around. Low 
but firm seat. Usual low power brake ped- 
al (or even suspended pedal without 
booster) lets you brake with the foot of 
your choice. White background makes 
practical a very low setting of instrument 
panel rheostat; continuance of 4 conven- 
tional gauges in addition to speedometer 
(for how long?) gets our applause. Heat 
and vent controls among the best for easy 
reading, simple operation. Entirely differ- 
ent temperatures possible on 2 sides of 
front compartment. 


Q. Is vision good? 

A. Yes. As in other cars, Mercury’s op- 
tional 4-way power seat has come to mean 
more to the MT test drivers than just an 
amusing gadget; it is an important part of 
the new philosophy of having your car 
adapt itself to your needs instead of vice 
versa. Here it tailors, vision to your height 
and posture requirements, turning Mer- 
cury’s stylized fenders into guide posts for 
tight spots. Windshield curves still distort 
side view. Good rear vision. Top feature: 
Lincoln-originated, ball-joint rear-view 
mirror that swings to suit you exactly. 








onto shoulder. Still one of the top stock 
cars. Brakes stop you quickly, surely, with 
no swerve, no fade. 


Q. Does it have a good ride? 

A. Suspension has been softened up, re- 
sulting in a more of a boulevard ride. 
Dips, bumps, bad ruts are taken in stride 
with little embarrassment. Slightly more 
body lean with no discomfort to driver or 
passengers. Lots of space to put your feet 
and legs. Much quieter due to isolation of 
body from frame. 


Q. Does it have good performance? 

A. This is easy to answer since we've al- 
ready road-tested it (Dec. 55 MT). More 
horsepower results in better acceleration, 
up just a bit over last year’s model. Now 
gets to 60 mph in 11.7 seconds, to one- 
quarter-mile in 18.2 seconds, from 30 to 
50 in 4.8 seconds, 50 to 80 in 10.3 sec- 
onds (3.4 seconds faster than '55), and 





Q. Is it easy to drive? 

A. Certainly, tho it’s of a different school 
from the newly hushed Lincoln. Here 
you know you're handling competent ma- 
chinery, and you hear it in operation. 
Those who prefer to get the feel of a car 
thru fingers, toes and ears will go for 
Mercury’s fast and docile response in 
nearly every phase of driving. 


Q. Does it handle well on the road? 

A. Few can beat this one (whose ’55 ver- 
sion tied for top spot as best-handling and 
most roadable of MT’s ’55 test cars). Extra 
weight over Ford makes more difference 
than seems possible, and that over a car 
which is no slouch itself in this category. 
Feels attached to road. Fine, big brakes. 


Q. Does it have a good ride? 

A. It’s firm and flat rather than billowy, 
so instead of insulating you from all road 
shock it tends to hold you in your seat on 
curwing roads or at high speeds. More an 
engineered ride than a luxurious one. 


Q. Does it have good performance? 

A. Mercomatic’s comparatively leisurely 
takeoff seems to keep the engine’s best ef- 
fort from the rear wheels. Our °55 test 
Custom with dual exhausts hit 60 in 11.4 
seconds after starting and crossed the 
quarter-mile mark in 18 seconds flat. It 
took 5.3 seconds to get from 30 to 50 and 
another 13.8 to make 80. 








has a top speed of 105.5 mph. High cruis- 
ability makes it a natural for cross-coun- 
try drives. Upshifts and downshifts under 
almost all conditions are apparent, but 
smooth. Use of Low range of Turbo-Drive 
does not give more acceleration, is good 
for downshifting and biding your time to 
pass a truck on an upgrade. 























Q. Is it economical? 

A. This is also easy to answer. Lincoln 
engineers have accomplished quite a feat 
in getting more performance, and still not 
sacrificing good fuel economy. Mpg figures 
at steady speeds of 30, 45, 60, and 75 
mph are 20.2, 18.1, 15.5, and 13.0, up 0.8 
to 1.7 mpg over ’55. —wWalt Woron 
See Oct. MT for styling and model information. 
Road test (‘56 Capri) Dec. ‘55 MT. 


PRICES: (Including suggested retail price at main 
factory, federal tax, and delivery and handling 
charges, but not freight.) CAPRI 2-door hardtop 
$4065, 4-door sedan $4157. PREMIERE 4-door se- 
dan $4546, 2-door hardtop $4546, convertible 
$4691. Turbo-Drive and power steering standard. 
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Q. Is it economical? 
A. Like most '56 cars, Mercury will save 
you what you don’t demand from it. Over- 
drive, naturally top choice for economy, 
will be sold on so few Mercurys that re- 
sale value will be open to question. The 
"55 test car’s record at steady speeds: 20.6, 
19.9, 16.2, and 13.4 mpg at 30, 45, 60, 
and 75 mph respectively; around town, 
12.7 to 16.6. *  —Pete Molson 


See Nov. MT for styling and model information. 
Road test (‘55 Custom) April ‘55 MT. Road test of 
‘56 model in next month's MT. 


PRICES: (Including suggested retail price at main 
factory, federal tax, and delivery and handling 
charges, but not freight.) CUSTOM 2-door sedans 
—s and $2311, 4-door sedan $2370, 2-door hard- 
p $2445, 4-door station wagon $2682. 
MONTEREY 4-door sedans $2515 and $2612, 2-door 
hardtop $2590, 4-door 3-seat station wagon $2937. 
MONTCLAIR 2-door hardtop $2590, 4-door hardtop 
$2746, convertible $2860. 
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YOUR 
1956 


Q. Is the driving position comfortable? 
A. Altho large part of Nash comfort is 
reserved for passengers, driver isn’t forgot- 
ten; moving-around space is outstanding. 
Seat travel permits plenty of adjustment, 
and even with seat full forward, legroom 
is hardly reduced. Steering wheel is fairly 
thick rimmed, low to seat. If you like to 
rest your arm on the windowsill, you'll 
find the position a little higher than in 
many cars. All controls (including those 
for heating and air conditioning ) are with- 
in reach of driver, all are easy to use. Ash- 
tray is handier to passenger than driver. 


Q. Is vision good? 

A. Adapted to Nash body just before pro- 
duction last year, wraparound windshield 
contains no abnormal distortion or blind- 
spots. Windshield posts are fairly thick, 
but shouldn’t bother driver who gets used 
to car. Forward-slanting rear-quarter panels 
let rear window wrap around quite far. 
Altho hood lies in a valley between the 
sloping front fenders, Nash cowl is high, 
amplifying width of car as you leok across 
hood and fender expanse. New rear-end 
styling brings fenders into view from 
driver's seat. 


Q. Is it easy to drive? 





Q. Is the driving position comfortable? 
A. Large steering wheel with good hand 
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A. Physically, there’s no trick to it; but as 
you head for a tight space car’s obvious in- 
terior width makes you hesitate and won- 
der if exterior extends much farther. Pow- 
er steering is recommended accessory in 
Ambassador V8s; 6-cylinder Ambassador 
also benefits from a steering boost, but 
Statesman gets along nicely without it. 
Well-defined finger grips along underside 
of Nash steering wheel are comfortable 
and useful. Pedal positioning is sensible, 
altho steering column width limits feasi- 
bility of using left foot for braking. 


Q. Does it handle well on the road? 

A. Nash’s torque-tube drive, with coil 
springing at each wheel, moves car effort- 
lessly thru normal driving conditions with 
little or no steering correction needed. In- 
herent softness of suspension means no- 
ticeable body heel-over in turns, and in 
hard cornering big Nash can become heavy 
on outside wheel. Lighter Statesman leans 
too, but, unlike Ambassador, it’s more 
prone to break traction at rear wheels than 
to hang on tenaciously. Ambassador’s 
slightly wider rear tread should aid its sta- 
bility, but car weight and size are differ- 
ences between 2 cars that are most notice- 
able. Ambassador has edge if you rate 
throttle response very high among your 
handling desires. 


Q. Does it have a good ride? 

A. Tocminess, of course, contributes 
greatly to passenger comfort, but other aids 
are optional reclining seats, excellent 
shock-and-sound-absorbing qualities of 
Nash suspension, and quietness of unit 
body-frame construction. (This is espe- 
cially appreciated over a period of long 
ownership. ) Ride is smooth with some lean. 


grips is a top feature; it is set high enough 
to allow easy leg movement. Large acceler- 


VASE 2 


Q. Does it have good performance? 

A. Statesman isn’t blessed with sparkling 
performance; for its engine size and 
weight, overdrive is a good choice for 
keeping quarter-mile times closer to 20 
seconds than 25; Hydra-Matic’s higher 
axle gearing generally gives less pickup 
except possibly in its lowest range. In Am- 
bassador series, respected 6 is still enjoyed 
by many owners. Performance-wise, it’s not 
hot, even with optional dual carburetion 
(which helps out at higher speeds), but 
you'll never be lagging behind the big Vs 
unless everybody’s foot is on the firewall. 
Overdrive is a fine unit in Ambassador 6. 
Hydra-Matic is an equally good perform- 
er, but usually a little noisier. Nash V8, 
available only with Ultramatic transmis- 
sion, performs with all but the hottest; 55 
got to 60 mph in 13.7 seconds, flashed by 
quarter-mile mark in 19.3 seconds, went 
from 30 to 50 in 6.7 seconds and on up 
to 80 in another 15 seconds. Its pulling 
potential is high, and it operates smoothly. 


Q. Is it economical? 

A. American Motors serves its buyers well 
in this department. It can key a car almost 
exactly to your needs and wishes. Axles 
range from the overdrive Statesman’s 4.9 
to 1 up to the V8’s 3.15 to 1. Standouts in 
the yearly Mobilgas Economy Runs, 
Nashes can give economy ranging from 
near-30 mpg to about average of cars in 
their price range; you'll rarely find them 
near bottom of class. Tank average for '55 
was 12.2; steady speeds of 30, 45, 60 and 
75, respectively, gave 19.5, 17.2, 14.3 and 
11.1 mpg. —tins Lodge 
See Dec. MT for styling and model information. 
Road test (‘55 Ambassador V8) July ‘55 MT. 
PRICES: Not available as we went to press. 


BUYER'S 
GUIDE 


ator pedal positioned near tunnel allows 
you to rest your foot during long trips. 



























Brake pedal is set very low, makes for 
quick right-foot braking; good position, 
too, for left-foot operation. Fairly low seat 
is still soft enough for better-than-average 
comfort, is firm enough to give good sup- 
port for prolonged driving. Seat-back an- 
gle will suit most drivers. Instruments are 
well grouped in an oval panel in front of 
driver, but an excess of chrome around 
them can easily cause distracting highlights 
and reflections. No glare from optional 
leather-covered dash. Plenty of headroom, 
shoulder and elbow room—legroom is 
improved by a repositioned front seat. 


Q. Is vision good? 
A. Wraparound windshield has some dis- 
tortion but provides good secability ahead 











Q. Is the driving position comfortable? 
A. Very pleasant to drive car for long 
hours. Four-way power seat solves posi- 
tioning problem of any-sized driver. In- 
strument panel very rich looking with 
legibility only middling in daytime but 
good at night. Its unusual depth, how- 
ever, brings one’s knees uncomfortably 
close when the seat is well forward. 


Q. Is vision good? 

A. Windshield is one of industry’s best 
in freedom from distortion. Reasonably 
low hood lets you see the road close to 
car. All fenders are readily visible from 
driver’s seat, a necessity for maneuvering 
such a big car in today’s traffic. 


Q. Is it easy to drive? 
A. With all optional power boosts and 





of you. Fairly low seating position plus 
very high hood makes for only average 
view of road immediately ahead. Wrap- 
around rear window is fully utilized with 
large rear-view mirror for good vision to 
rear. Rear fenders just visible from driv- 
er’s seat; no blind spots at rear quarters. 


Q. Is it easy to drive? 

A. Driving ease belies size of car, is part- 
ly due to new power steering unit which 
requires less pull, still leaves you with 
comfortable amount of road feel. No trou- 
ble with the Olds on rough surfaces or 
ruts. New flexible steering coupling elim- 
inates steering wheel vibration even when 
you feel body shock. 


Q. Does the car handle well on the road? 
A. Above average in 55, new front and 
rear stabilizer bars make Olds even more 
at home on the road this year. Car sticks 
well in average cornering, will break loose 
at high speeds, but you'll know when; then 
plenty of power plus good steering wheel 
road feel will be on your side. Car is still 
outstanding in its generally firm and sta- 
ble feel on the road, regardless of speed. 


Q. Does it have a good ride? 

A. Minor chassis changes will definitely 
make ride softer than in ’55—not the soft- 
est on the market but compromised care- 
fully for good ride-roadability combina- 
tion. Road vibration for passengers is at a 
minimum—moderate lean in fast corner- 
ing does not reach uncomfortable stage. 
Biggest boon to passengers is extremely 


assists that are available, answer is a 
mandatory “yes.” Packard power steering 
is of linkage type, and is much faster this 
year. Nicest contribution to relaxation is 
the pushbutton control for Ultramatic, 
easier to work than Chrysler’s version but 
not as well located. Automatic transmis- 
sion is standard on all Packards, but ex- 
cept for Caribbean, buttons are an extra- 
cost item. 


Q. Does it handle well on the road? 

A. Bespite non-conventional torsion-bar 
suspension, Packard handles much like 
any other car in its size and price class. 
Understeer characteristics are built in, and 
the speeds at which you can safely drift 
thru corners are surprising. Power brakes 
resist any tendency to lock, even with 
vacuum boost installed. 








quiet, smooth and lurch-free new Hydra- 
Matic (standard on 98s only) along with 
general quietness within car. 


Q. Does it have good performance? 

A. Almost a superfluous question—it’s an 
Olds, and the already-hot Rocket engine 
has been boosted in horsepower. A -real 
delight for the would-be dragster, new 
Olds should have no trouble in making it 
to 60 mph from a standstill in less than 
10.5 seconds, and it’s sure to clip some 
time off last year’s fast 17.6-second quar- 
ter-mile. Flexible new Hydra-Matic makes 
Olds especially safe in passing—30-50 will 
be right around the 4-second mark and 
50-80 should take less than 11 seconds. 
Don’t expect too much more than 55’s en- 
tirely adequate 110 top speed. 


Q. Is it economical? 

A. Again the new Hydra-Matic is a factor 
—economy, despite increased horsepower, 
promises to be equal to the good showing 
made by our ’55 test car. Figure on 24 
mpg at 30 mph, 20 at 45, 16 at 60 and 
about 14 at 75. Around town driving will 
net about 11.5 mpg. 

—Al Kidd 


See Dec. MT for styling and model information. 
Road test (‘55 Super 88) May ‘55 MT. 


PRICES: (Including suggested retail price at main 
factory, federal tax, and delivery and handling 
charges, but not freight.) SERIES 88 2-door sedan 
$2378, 4-door sedan $2443, 2-door hardtop $2542, 
4-door hardtop $2627. SUPER 2-door sedan 


$2529, 4-door sedan $2595, 2-door hardtop $2763, 
4-door hardtop $2836, convertible $2986. SERIES 98 
4-door sedan $3253, 2-door hardtop $3506, 4-door 
hardtop $3506, convertible $3695. Hydra-Matic and 
power steering standard on 98. 


Q. Does it have a good ride? 

A. Ride is like no other except cousin 
Clipper. Amazing levelizer incorporated 
with torsion bars gives rear-seat passen- 
gers in particular the sensation of floating 
over worst dips and humps. Front end can 
be bottomed but we have yet to succeed 
in making the rear do so. 


Q. Does it have good performance? 

A. Packard is industry's horsepower and 
torque leader, both with and without 
Caribbean powerpack when matched with 
equivalent fielded by competition. Big 
sedan should shave 11 seconds from 0 to 
60 mph with Caribbean about a car length 
or so ahead. Detailed cam and head 
changes have helped passing-range torque. 
Two “high gear” shift positions, labelled 
H and D, are interchangeable above 40 
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mph. D should be used for fast starts and 
H for smooth starts. For performance in 
mud, ice or snow, we recommend the 
optional power-dividing differential. 


Q. Is it economical? 
A. Judicious engine modifications (par- 
ticularly in combustion chambers) have 





YOUR 
1956 
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GUIDE 


Q. Is the driving position comfortable? 
A. You sit high (but have headroom), 
with wheel far enough away and high 
enough to clear your thighs, yet not so far 
away that you have to reach straight out 
to steer car. Pedal positioning is good in 
standard-shift or automatic transmission 
models. In latter, wide brake pedal is car- 
ried down from the other Chrysler lines. 
Instrumentation is excellent; positioning 
is good, speedometer and gauges are easy 
to read. 


Q. Is vision good? 

A. If you can’t see what's going on around 
your Plymouth, check an eye chart, be- 
cause glass area and body structure allow 
a good outlook on conditions to front, 
rear and sides. Minor disturbances may 
not be suitable to some drivers—slight dis- 
tortion at upper corner of windshield, 
perhaps a too-low windshield header 
molding (depends on body style in some 
cases ), wide rear view mirror at center of 
windshield; but there are no serious blind 
spots once you get used to Chrysler-styled 
slanting cornerposts at front. Windshield 
wiper sweep could be better, but like all 
Chrysler Corp. cars, Plymouth has positive- 
action electric windshield wipers that can 
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helped economy, even tho engine is bigger 
and standard 3.54 axle ratio remains the 
same. This year’s car should do about 2 
mpg better at a steady 60 mph than the 
55 test car’s respectable average of 14.6, 
slightly better than averages of 18.4, 16.3, 
and 12.5 at steady speeds of, respectively, 
30, 45, and 75. Last year, tank mileage 


clear heavy snow from glass (even when 
you're accelerating) without a slowdown. 
Altho front-right fender isn’t readily visi- 
ble, all fenders are easy to locate; rear 
fender’s build-up is an aid in parking. 


Q. Is it easy to drive? 

A. Little has to be said on this score: It 
was voted easiest car to drive among MT’s 
"55 road test cars. Plymouth’s underpin- 
nings are unchanged for °56, so same 
should apply until something easier comes 
along. What helped win the vote, of 
course, was power steering; finger-tip 
turning setup on Plymouth takes a// the 
work out of steering, but don’t let this fool 
you into thinking a _ standard-steering 
Plymouth is like a truck; it’s easy, but you 
simply can’t compare it to power assist. 
Plymouth clutches are often pretty stiff, 
and shift patterns are sometimes awkward. 
PowerFlite, of course, gives you pushbut- 
ton shifting, with an uncomplicated, easy- 
to-handle panel of 4 buttons. 


Q. Does it handle well on the road? 

A. Last year saw a marked improvement 
in on-the-road behavior. New cars have 
lost old habit of pitching and rolling; road 
wander and unnecessary steering correc- 
tion are greatly lessened. Stability is vastly 
improved, altho car is still a little prone 
to wind wander and body roll on uneven 
road surfaces. There are plenty of new 
things for owners of pre-’55 Plymouths— 
more accurate steering, resistance to 
bounding out of dips, good road-holding, 
and top-notch maneuverability; these, fac- 
tors all combine with punchy new V8, 
which can also be a valuable “power assist” 
on the road. 


Q. Does it have a good ride? 
A. Smoothness and quietness of Plymouth 
—tregardless of body style, engine or trans- 


for all sorts of driving was a low 10.5 
mpé. —Don MacDonald 


See Dec. MT for styling and model information. 
Road test (‘55 Packard 400) Sept. ‘55 MT. 


PRICES: (Including suggested retail price at main 
factory, federal tax, and delivery and handling 
charges, but not freight.) 4-door sedan $4160, 2- 
door hardtop $4190. CARIBBEAN 2-door hardtop 
$5495, convertible $5995. Ultramatic standard. 
Power steering standard on Caribbean. 


mission choice—makes passengers feel 
they are in a larger car. Over almost any 
road, riding is relaxing. When you hit 
rough spots, washboard concrete or tar 
strips, you can hear the disturbance, but 
vibration remains at a low level. There’s 
enough heel-over in tight turns or on flat 
curves to be noticeable to passengers. Like 
Dodge (which has similar suspension, but 
one more leaf in its rear springs than 
Plymouth), this car—6 or V8, sedan or 
coupe—doesn’t soak up roughest chuck- 
holes (detour type), but it will get you 
across bad roads easier than many cars 
that don’t ride as quietly on the highway. 


Q. Does it have good performance? 

A. With a considerable displacement 
boost, Plymouth should keep up with com- 
petition even tho PowerFlite doesn’t use 
engine potential to full advantage. Even 
overlooking rated horsepower, you can’t 
sidestep torque ratings without getting 
blown off by a fast-moving Plymouth. 
With full engine equipment: ( powerpack, 
boosting horsepower to 200), Plymouth’s 
0-60 times will be down by a full second 
or more (to around 12 seconds); its quar- 
ter-mile ought to be shaved by 2 seconds 
(to 18 seconds ). High-speed passing abil- 
ity should be cut to the 15-second range, 
with top speed boosted to well over the 
century mark . 


Q. Is it economical? 

A. New Plymouths, depending on trans- 
missions, will hold their own among sim- 
ilarly equipped cars in their class. Com- 
pression ratios are higher than in past, but 
still low enough to permit use of regular- 
grade gas if you're not too concerned with 
the utmost in performance. Last year’s V8 
got 15 mpg tank average, 18.7 at 30 mph, 
17.1 at 45, 15.2 at 60, and 13 at 75. Wide 
range of engine choices (including the 
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125-horsepower 6) and transmissions gives 
the buyer unlimited possibilities for econ- 
omy. The 6 with overdrive, of course, is 
rated best buy for low-cost ownership. 


—Jim Lodge 
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Q. Is the driving position comfortable? 
A. To a great extent what makes it so is 
the seat that is adjustable 4 ways (extra 
for power operation), which gives you 
good headroom, legroom, and shoulder 
room, despite your body configuration. 
Seat is fairly firm and gives good support. 
Wheel seems big and sturdy, giving you 
feeling of definite control of car. Brake 
pedal is low to floor, making it simple for 
right foot pivotal motion from throttle, 
or for left-foot operation. Deepset in- 
struments are easy to read, but take a 
couple of glances in slightly different di- 
rections. Since they are shrouded, they 
throw no dancing lights on windshield 
at night. Heat and vent controls are simple 
to operate, simple to read. ‘Hot spots” of 
glare come from the highly polished dash 
(crash padding is optional) and steering 
wheel crossbars. Center glove compart- 
ment is easily reached by driver, who has 
to reach for ashtray. 


Q. Is vision good? 

A. Over-the-hood visibility is good even 
tho the hood doesn’t slope, for the seat- 
raising ability compensates for the short 
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See Nov. MT for styling and model information. 
Road test (‘55 V8 Belvedere) Feb. ‘55 MT. 

PRICES: (Including suggested retail price at main 
factory, federal tax, and delivery and handling 
charges, but not freight. These prices are for 6- 
cylinder models: V8s are $103 more.) PLAZA busi- 
sedan $1751, 


ness 2-door sedan $1850, 4-door 


driver. Fenders are raised to guide you 
thru narrow spots. Distortion at corners of 
the wraparound windshield is minor (you 
have to consciously look for it). Vision 
to the rear is good for there are no blind 
spots and the raised rear fenders help 
guide you into a parking spot. Rear-view 
mirror is wide and covers almost entire 
rear window area, but still sometimes 
blocks out a car from the right front. 


Q. Is it easy to drive? 

A. Despite long overhang, it’s easy to 
back into parking spot. Standard-steering 
car is easy to drive, while optional power 
steering makes it even simpler. Some 
wheel tugging required on streetcar tracks 
and when going onto shoulder. 


Q. Does it handle well on the road? 

A. Among best in its class in roadability, 
Pontiac sticks in corners up to fairly high 
speeds without breaking loose. Feels solid 
and gives you air of confidence when driv- 
ing it fast. Requires correction to keep in 
straight line. Doesn’t easily lose traction 
on wet or choppy surfaces. Brakes stop 
you quickly, with no swerve, no fade. 


Q. Does it have a good ride? 

A. It is dip- and bump-flattening, firm 
instead of billowy. Road ripples make 
you think it is riding rough, but you hear 
it, not feel it. Body lean is apparent to 
passengers, but not uncomfortable. 


Q. Does it have good performance? 

A. Acceleration of the 860, 870 and Sa- 
fari series should be about the same as the 
*55 Pontiac Star Chief with powerpack 
(which had 4-barrel carburetor, but no 











sedan $1893. SAVOY 2-door sedan $1949, 4-door 
sedan $1992, 2-door hardtop $2096. BELVEDERE 
2-door sedan $2033, 4-door sedan $2076, 2-door 
hardtop $2180, 4-door hardtop $2248, convertible 
(available in V8 only) $2444, STATION WAGONS: 
2-doors $2163 and $2233, 4-door 2-seat $2280, 
4-door 3-seat $2450. 





dual exhausts ); performance of the higher- 
horsepowered Star Chief (with 227 in- 
stead of 205 with powerpack) should be 
notably better. The "55 with powerpack 
went from 0 to 60 mph in 12.7 seconds, 
got to a quarter-mile in 19 seconds, from 
30 to 50 in 5.8 seconds, and from 50 to 
80 in 15.3 seconds. A considerable shaving 
of these figures should make Pontiac more 
competitive in its price class. New Hydra- 
Matic (on Star Chief only ) shifts smoother 
and more like a torque converter. Normal 
upshifts from 2nd to 3rd are barely felt; 
from 3rd to 4th there’s no feel. In normal 
stops, downshifts are not noticed. Full- 
throttle upshifts and downshifts are nw 
ticeable, but have no mechanical “clunk.” 


Q. Is it economical? 

A. It’s always possible that additional 
power will be used, thereby cutting down 
on fuel economy potential. If Pontiac’s in- 
creased power is mot used at every traffic 
light, around-town mileage should be be- 
tween 1414 to 1614 mpg. Steady-speed, 
level-road economy should be equal to 
last year: 22 at 30 mph, 20 at 45, 171! 
at 60 and 13% at 75. These mileage fig- 
ures last year made Pontiac the best in 


low-medium price class by a good margin. 
—wWalt Woron 


See Dec. MT for styling and model information. 
Road test (‘55 V8 Star Chief) March ‘55 MT. 


> 


PRICES: (Including suggested retail price at main 
factory, federal tax, and delivery and handling 
charges, but not freight.) CHIEFTAIN 860 2-door 
sedan $2201, 4-door sedan $2259, 2-door hardtop 
$2331, 4-door hardtop $2404, 2-door station wagon 
$2529, 4-door station wagon $2612. CHIEFTAIN 870 
4-door sedan $2374, 2-door hardtop $2441, 4-door 
hardtop $2491, 4-door 3-seat station wagon $2709. 
STAR CHIEF 4-doer sedan $2488, 2-door hardtop 
$2626, 4-door hardtop $2696, convertible $2818, 
2-door Safari station wagon $3089. 


see page 36 for road test 
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HE BIGGEST FACELIFT appeal in 

the auto industry this year may well 
have blossomed from South Bend, Ind. 
Using a shell that has been basically the 
same since "53, Studebaker has come up 
with what looks like an all-new car. 
Primary features are a raised (Fiberglas ) 
reat deck and hood, an outstanding Ital- 
ian-looking grille, tasteful new side trim 
and fender cutouts. 

You'll need all your fingers and toes 
to count the body models and engine 
options to go along with them. President, 
Commander and Champion offer 2- and 4- 
door sedans along with 3 different station 
wagons. Biggest news of all is an entire 
line of sports coupes called the Hawk 
series, headed by the 275-horsepowered 





Studebaker President Pinehurst 





Studehaker President Classic 4-Door Sedan 
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Golden Hawk (other Hawks sport 210, 
170, and 101 as standard horsepower ). 
The new President Classic has a 289- 
cubic-inch, 210-hp engine; other Presi- 
dents have 195. Commanders are rated at 
170 (185 with optional power equip- 
ment). Champion series remains at 101. 

Other features include a new Flighto- 
matic transmission. This new torque con- 
verter unit will be available on all models 
(except the Golden Hawk which uses 
Ultramatic) and promises more snap 
and added kickdown surge. Electrical 
systems will be newly standard 12 volt 
thruout the line. Studebaker will offer a 
full line of power accessories. Safety belts 
will be optional—Studebaker uses the type 
which fasten to the door (a handy clip 








BUYER'S 
GUIDE 


holds the loose end to the door when the 
belt is not in use). 


Q. Is it easy to get in and out? 

A. No trouble with sedans—posts of 
moderately wrapped windshield don’t get 
in the way. Steering wheel is set high 
enough to allow legroom. You'll have a 
little more difficulty with Hawk series— 
lower roof, cowl and steering wheel make 
things considerably more cramped; still 
no great chore. As in past, sedan doors 





Studebaker Commander V8 4-Door Sedan 





Studebaker Champion 2-Door Sedan 














Studebaker Golden Hawk 





slant to somewhat of a point at upper 
rear edge, could nick unsuspecting in 
chin or chest when entering. 


Q. Is the driving position comfortable? 
A. Fine in both sedan and Hawk series, 
but somewhat different from one another 
as well as from ’55 models. In President 
we drove, seating position seemed higher 
—maybe it was due to raised hoodline. 
Steering wheel (which has small, groove- 
type grips around upper half) is set high, 
but not enough to restrict vision. Roughly 
same setup in Hawks, but steering column 
is much lower—right in your lap. In fact 
it might be too low for some; it’s easy 
to hit your hand on your thigh when 
whipping wheel around rapidly, and it’s 
still easier to hit your thigh on wheel 
when going from accelerator to brake or 
when clutching. High-set brake pedal is 
larger this year and suitable for right or 
left foot braking—clutch pedal is still 
rather small. Accelerator is positioned too 
far from tunnel to use it as a foot rest. 
You sit on a firm seat with back slanted 
at what seems to be the right angle. Con- 
trols are handy and you wouldn’t be likely 
to catch your sleeves on the window or 
door controls. Ashtray and clock are on 
right side—there’s hardly enough clear- 
ance for small but deep glove box door 
when ashtray is pulled out. New “Cy- 
clops” speedometer (consisting of a small 
drum which rotates to show only the speed 
at which you're traveling) is reminiscent 
of the Model A but is located on top of 
dash directly in front of driver—you can 
easily glance at it without taking your 
eyes from the road. Other instruments, in 
keeping with novel speedometer, have 
moving bands which show green for safe 
ranges, red for danger. Instruments on 
Hawk series are aircraft-type (like °55 
Speedster), include tachometer and vacu- 
um gauge, will be an easy-to-read source 
of joy to sports-car fanciers, 


Q. Is vision good? 
A. Generally very good—large curved 
(but not fully wrapped). windshield with 









slim, non-distracting posts gives fine view 
ahead (altho rear-view mirror might 
create a blind spot for tall drivers). 
Higher hood may bother those used to 
sharply sloping version of the past. Large 
wraparound rear window with no quarter 
panel blind spots allows excellent rear 
vision. No distortion noted in any Stude- 
baker glass. 


Q. Is it easy to drive? 

A. Not loafingly —_ easiest—Studebaker 
power unit takes most work out of steer- 
ing, but concentrates more on positive 
road feel than many others. Altho there is 
some restriction in steering Hawks, they 
have a responsively light action that makes 
you enjoy driving; you feel secure, too. 


Q. Does it handle well on the road? 

A. Sedans are still fine road cars. In very 
hard cornering cars drift easily and will 
break loose, but excellent steering and 
general stability thruout lets you know 
exactly where you stand, makes you master 
of most any situation. The Golden Hawk 
with big Clipper engine is definitely 
front-end heavy, will call for added care 
in cornering. Other Hawks with lighter 
engines may come closer to an _ ideal 
weight proportion for handling. New 
finned brake drums on Presidents and 
Golden Hawks give fade-free braking. 


Q. Is the ride good? 

A. Ride would be classed good for lower- 
priced models, just average for the more 
expensive. In no case is it bumpy or an- 
noying, and minimum lean in cornering 
makes for passenger comfort, but you do 
feel moderate rough spots, tar strips and 
the like. There is some, but not an ex- 
cessive amount of noise within the car. 


Q. Does it have good performance? 

A. Studebaker says flatly that the Golden 
Hawk will be the hottest thing on the 
road. It quotes figures of 6 seconds flat 
from 30-60 (and 6.5 for the 210-horse- 
power Sky Hawk). Golden Hawk goes 
from 0-60 in 9.5 seconds. Good indication 


















Sky Hawk Interior 


of top speed is Bill Holland’s 120-mph 
lap on Packard Proving Ground. Going 
to other end of the line, the 110-horse- 
power Champion does 0-60 in about 20 
seconds, 30-50 in just under 9, clocks a 
top speed of 85 mph. For other models 
just set up your own scale between these 
and judge the weight of your foot. > 


Q. Is it economical? 

A. Fuel economy rates from superlative 
(Champion) to just average (Golden 
Hawk) but Studebaker engineers don’t in- 
tend to give up their Mobilgas Economy 
Run fame. The top economy Champion 
will get well over 20 mpg in the cruising 
range, over 30 mpg at a steady 30 mph, 
nearly 20 in traffic. Our 55 President test 
car (with 175-hp V8) would be a good 
Studebaker average for ‘56. It turned 
over 22 mpg at 30 and 45 mph, 18.5 at 
60, 14 at 75 and almost 16 in traffic. 

—Al Kidd 


Road test (‘55 Champion with overdrive) Sept. ‘55 
MT. Road test of all ‘56 models in next month’s MT. 


PRICES: Not available as we went to press. 
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MAKE AND MODEL 
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veo we 405 é 2800 «4 4.50x3.50 374 100.0 4.83 64 Yes A WA WA 3.54 4275 127 61 218 78 62 5.00 3.50 45.00 8.00x15 
veo 405 @ 2800 =4.12x3.58 374 10.0 «64.77 «64N sOYes ZB NA WA 3.54 4275 127 Gi 218 78 62 5.00 3.50 45.00 8.00x15 
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NEWEST MODELS FROM OVERSEAS 


The Changing Scene 


Front-wheel-drive DKW Three-Six for '56 (left) features more horsepower 
(now 38) from its 3-cylinder, 2-stroke engine, along with more interior 
room. New 4-door sedan (not illustrated) has 4-inch-longer wheelbase 








Unit body construction with longer wheelbase (now 
102 inches) and new front suspension (coils) gives 
Standard Vanguard III improved passenger comfort. 
It’s lighter, has more performance, U.S. features 










More room for luggage or space for 2 small seats 
has been provided in the rear compartment of the 
new Triumph TR-3. Four-cylinder engine’s output 
is up to 95 horsepower. Car now has a grille 


















Deluxe “Grand Pavois” Renault Fregate models 
5 feature larger and stronger bumpers, more 
5 elaborate grille, and new hood emblem. Two- 
liter engine develops 77 brake horsepower 


Sv 
5S 
5s Greater flexibility and higher top speed are 
5S offered by Porsche in new Carrera coupe with 
: Spyder engine, enlarged windshield, instrument 


panel padded with foam. Price is cool $6000 























Want a compact station wagon? New Simca has all important 
features of larger ones, plus new, livelier, 4-cylinder over- 
head-valve engine whose torque is highest at useful 2700- 
rpm point. Almost exactly “square,” little mill should last 







PHOTOS: GORDON WILKINS, C. P. WINTER, GUNTHER MOLTER 
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"56 RAMBLER 





ROAD TEST 


Long-awaited, planned with care-- 
here’s the 1st all-new Rambler since 


the name was resurrected 


PHOTOS: AMERICAN MOTORS, JIM LODGE, AL KIDD, RACER BROWN 


EHIND THE RAMBLER STORY 

for "56 lies a lot of planning, die 
changeover, cost, and some words by Amer- 
ican Motors President George Romney. 
These words are as important as any pro- 
duction schedule, for they can be called a 
glance into the future. Whose future? 
American Motors’, naturally, but more 
basically the Rambler's. 

“American Motors,” says Romney, “is 
developing the Rambler as a ‘basic volume’ 

. . +. The greatest sucesses in the auto- 
_ mobile business have d@pended on secur- 
ing basic volume for one line, the success 
of additional lines being dependent on 
the volume line.” 

That's the clue to what's in store for 
the Rambler, for A-M’s engineers and 
production planners are transforming those 
words into increased production for the 
well-received Rambler. What is it about 
the Rambler that warrants this advanced 
planning and higher output? The way the 
pre-’56s sold, of course, plus the hopes 
based on the new model's features (which 
differ from any other car's). 
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drive (4.44 to 1 le 
extras. Altho MT’s test ca 
tere, A-M can suit any buyer 
range of trim, interiors, and body 
Chrome sets off interesting 2-tones in th 


Custom series, while the wagon uses simu- ‘ 


lated wood grain panels, chrome across 
the tailgate, last year’s luggage rack; an 
additional wagon will be a production 
“Ist” for the industry, a 4-door hardtop 
design station wagon. 

Wagon lovers should go for the Ram- 


tailgate. Of further interest is the optional 
Western motif wagon interior; it’s plastic, 
but you have to sniff it to tell it from 
genuine hand-tooled leather. 

A slight “lid” over the rear window of 
all sedans comes startlingly close to futur- 
istic designs seen from time to time, for 
this window- molding overhang, when 
heightened by a contrasting color roof 
band, gives the effect of a true undercut 
rear window (see photo). 

Rambler 4-doors displace 100-inch- 
wheelbase 2-door models; there’s no 2-door 
sedan, wagon or hardtop. Altho 4-door 
cars’ wheelbase remains at 108 inches, 
bodies have expanded; new cars without 
outside tire measure less than ’55s with the 
external tire; bodies are narrower, but 
with increased interior space. Trunk space 
is larger by 25 per cent. 
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Engine: As all-new as the "56 styling 
features, the overhead-valve 6-cylinder en- 
gine looks out of place in an expansive 
compartment wide enough to take a good- 
sized V8, but it is entirely adequate for 
the job required. Based on the 195.6- 
cubic-inch block of ’55, the new 6 is 
30 horsepower huskier, has a torque in- 
crease of 20 pounds-feet over the '55, and 
does this with a minimal decrease in 
compression ratio (7.44 to 1 as opposed 
to 55’s 7.45 ratio). 

Rambler’s engine, like its big brothers 
in Statesmen and Ambassadors, has a 
12-volt electrical system. But unlike the 
130-bhp Statesman, which has the same 
displacement and compression ratio, the 
Rambler 6 breathes thru a single-throat 
carburetor rather than a 2-barrel model. 


Other options: A brand-new one on 
the list (and purely a concession to 
those who like their steering real easy) 
is power steering. Power brakes have 
been found on some Ramblers in the 
past, but just this year have they come to 
the fore; they’ll be available on all models. 
In designing the new body shell, A-M 
engineers became Ist in the industry to 
integrate an air-conditioning unit (or the 
space for it) into the basic design of the 
body. The Nash-sired, Kelvinator-engi- 
neered unit is again offered in that attrac- 
tive low-cost package including heater. 


WHAT THE CAR IS LIKE 
TO DRIVE 


Exit and entry: The result of expand- 
ing the Rambler on last year’s wheel- 
base is more legroom, headroom, and 
shoulder room, giving it a generous “big 
car” feel once you're inside. You still 
have to duck, tho, getting in or out of 
both front and rear seats to avoid bump- 
ing your head on the roof panel. The 
posts of the new wraparound windshield 
don’t form .any obstruction. The low-set 
steering wheel may bother the long-legged 
driver in sliding in and out of the car. 


Driving position: Improved head and 
shoulder room is the feature that 1st be- 
comes comfortably apparent. Seats are 
comfortable, moderately soft, make for 
good driving position. The small-diameter 


steering wheel is set out farther from the 
dash than in previous models and those 
who like a long-armed grip on the wheel 
will find it awkward, even with the seat 
all the way back. There’s more arm room 
and freedom around the wheel. 


Vision: One of the newest things about 
the ‘56 is its wraparound windshield. 
Surprisingly enough it goes almost un- 
noticed, partly because the Rambler wears 
it well, partly because wraparounds are 
common equipment this year in every car 
and new to only 2 old-line cars intro- 
duced this year. But the new wraparound, 
coupled with a sharply sloping hood, 
makes for an unsurpassed view of the road 
ahead. The curving windshield is free of 


Rambler Custom 4-Door Hardtop 
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Rambler Custom Cross-Country 





Left to right: Width of 
everything is tremend- 
dous compared to 
earlier cars. Torque 
tube, rear coils are new, 
as is safer wind-down 
rear window on wagons. 
Engine compartment 
shows bolt-on manifold, 
built-in air conditioner 


distortion and bubbles, is trimmed off 
nicely at its interior extremities. Overall 
glass area is 30 per cent greater than in 55. 

Rear window is now large, 1-piece 
(was 3-piece) wraparound, and rear fen- 
ders are easily visible, adding to com- 
pact Rambler’s parking ease. Relatively 
large (for a hardtop) rear quarter panels 
could create blind spots with smallish 
Rambler rear-view mirror. 


Instrument panel: Instruments are well 
grouped in front of the driver in a small 
panel, shrouded to prevent light reflect- 
ing onto the windshield. Good readabil- 
ity with contrasting needles, numbers 
(increment markings are 10 mph apart, 
not best for exacting readings) and back- 

















‘56 Cross-Country 


grounds; oil pressure gauge and ammeter 
are still warning lights. (See photo. ) 

Center-positioned glove box looks like 
drawer type, is actually a handy bin which 
pivots downward for easy access. Ash- 
‘ tray is on driver’s side, lighter on pas- 
senger’s but within reach of driver. 

Sparing use of chrome on instrument 
panel all but eliminates reflections and 
glare is virtually impossible from the 
dash top which has a reverse slope toward 
the windshield. 


Operation of controls: MT’s test car, an 
American Motors engineering car (it had 
been used extensively at the Burlington, 
Wis., proving ground before we picked 
it up) was shorn of many adornments 
(radio, heater, steering column shroud), 
but those components remaining worked 
satisfactorily. Controls are changed in 
design, but most of them remain where 
they were last year. 

A major change is the repositioning 
of the Hydra-Matic quadrant; it’s now in 
conventional top-of-steering-column spot 
rather than the former vertical (and rather 
unsatisfactory) position near the lower 
part of the dashboard. Range indication 
is still not positive enough. 

Air-conditioning controls are left of 
the steering column, flanked by the light 
switch on the left, wiper control on the 
right. Below the heater-air conditioner 
panel is a pull-type, T-handled parking 
brake instead of the floor-mounted, pull- 
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55 Cross-Country 


up handle (another reason for more leg- 
room). Overdrive control remains right 
of the steering column. 

Windshield wipers, while they operate 
adequately, leave the traditional unswept 
areas at sides and center of windshield, 
but don’t present too much of a problem. 
Heat and fresh air vents are the same as 
in 55, operate satisfactorily. 


Ease of handling: We had to look under 
the hood to decide whether or not our 
test car was equipped with power steering 
— it was that easy to drive. Despite its 
size and weight, the Rambler is very 
stable on most all road surfaces. On a 
highly crowned country road the car did 
not tend to wander, but brisk crosswinds 





moved it considerably and called for care- 
ful corrections. The Rambler fishtailed 
slightly when driven from the road sur- 
face onto the shoulder, but scarcely enough 
to cause even an anxious moment. 

Here again the small, close-to-the-driver 
steering wheel is a hindrance: rapid 
turning ability in a sharp corner is some- 
what limited. You might get crossed up 
in a corner when the car’s new to you, 
but experience should iron out the driving 
kinks in short order. 

While the low-set position of the wheel 
is comfortable from a sheer steering point 
of view, the high-set brake pedal makes 
it easy to bump your thigh on the wheel 
when going from the accelerator to the 
small brake pedal. On cars with Hydra- 
Matic, a kink in the supporting arm of 
the pendular pedal makes left-foot brak- 
ing possible. 


Acceleration: New Rambler outdistances 
its predecessors in every phase of accelera- 
tion. Improvement lies in 30-50 times 
and high-speed acceleration (50-80) but 
it’s still on the slow side for comfortable 
high-speed passing (see performance table 
opposite) since 80 mph isn’t far away 
from its top speed. 

Standing-start times are better too. 
Altho it is hardly in a dragging class, the 
cat has a snappier feel for the driver 
who wants to get away from the light in 
a hurry. Test car’s low gear had plenty of 
pulling power. 

Our test car with overdrive transmission 
featured good, positive short shifts and a 
clutch which didn’t tend to fade out during 
strenuous acceleration runs. We found that 
a true 30 and 50 mph (indicated 32 and 
53) were the best shift points for stand- 
ing start acceleration— holding out for 
faster engine speeds resulted in overrevving 
beyond effective torque, and gave us only 
slower times for our effort. The use of 2nd 
overdrive (or overdrive high, to pick up 
any remaining torque at the upper end) 
in 50 to 80 runs proved to no avail—the 
shift lag offset (Continued on page 56) 




















ACCELERATION 


TOP SPEED 


FUEL CONSUMPTION 


STOPPING DISTANCE 


SPEEDOMETER ERROR 


a 





P 


From Standing Start 
0-30 mph 4.7 060 mph 16.1 
Quarter-mile 20.4 and 68 mph 








E 





Passing Speeds 
30-50 mph 7.7 50-75 mph 15.6 
50-80 mph 22.3 


Fastest run 94 Slowest 90 
Average of 4 runs 92 


Used Mobilgas Regular 

Steady Speeds 

27.7 mpg @ 30 23.9 mpg @ 45 
19.9 mpg @ 60 17.4 mpg @ 75 


Stop-and-Go Driving 
17.3 mpg over measured course 
19.1 mpg tank average for 683 miles 


150 feet from 60 mph 


Read 32 at true 30, 48 at 45, 
63 at 60, and 79 at 75 
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From Standing Start 
0-30 mph 6.3 060 mph 21.1 
Quarter-mile 21.5 and 61 mph 








Passing Speeds 
30-50 mph 9.7 50-75 mph 29.5 


Fastest run 86.9 Slowest 79.2 
Average of 4 runs 83.6 


Used Mobilgas Regular 

Steady Speeds 

30.8 mpg @ 30 24.7 mpg @ 45 
20.9 mpg @ 60 17.4 mpg @ 75 


Stop-and-Go Driving 
21.0 mpg over measured course 
23.0 mpg tank average for 1042 miles 


152 feet from 60 mph 


Read 31 at true 30, 63 at 60 


O N S 


ENGINE: Ohv 6. Bore 3.125 in. Stroke 4.25 in. 
Stroke/bore ratio 1.36:1. Compression ratio 7.44:1. 


Displacement 195.6 cu. in. Advertised bhp 120 


4200 rpm. Bhp per cu. in. 0.613. Piston travel @ 
max. bhp 2808 ft. per min. Max. bmep 131.1 psi. 


Max. torque 170 Ibs.-ft. @ 1600 rpm. 


TRANSMISSION: Standard transmission is 3-speed syn- 
chromesh using helical gears. Automatic transmission 
is Hydra-Matic, 4-speed planetary gearbox with fluid 
coupling. Overdrive transmission is standard shift 
with planetary gearset. 

REAR-AXLE RATIOS: Conventional 3.77 standard, 4.4 
optional. Hydra-matic 3.58 standard with air condi- 
tioning and continental kit, 3.31 standard on others. 
Overdrive 4.44 standard, 4.1 optional. 


STEERING: Turns lock to lock 424. Overall ratio 23:1. 


WEIGHT: Test car weight 3244 Ibs. Test car 
weight/bhp ratio 27.0:1. 


TIRES: 6.40 x 15 tubeless. 
PRICES: Not available as we went to press. 


DIMENSIONS 


FRONT OVERHANG 32 
WHEELBASE 108 


FRONT HEADROOM 36.0 
REAR HEADROOM 35.0 


REAR OVERHANG 51.1 
OVERALL HEIGHT 58.0 
MINIMUM GROUND CLEARANCE 6.9 
FRONT LEGROOM 43.0 
REAR LEGROOM 42.0 


Ouamoowp 
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OVERALL LENGTH 191.1 
OVERALL WIDTH 71.3 
FRONT SHOULDER ROOM 57.7 
REAR SHOULDER ROOM 57.6 
TRUNK CAPACITY 22.4 SQ. FT. 
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curb, called from other cars at intersections, and spoke to 


DRIVING me whenever I stopped in the MG-A will ever buy this new 
car is one thing; it certainly indicates more than a passive 
AROUND interest in the appearance and popularity of this radically 






restyled marque. Typical comments: “Is that a special or the 
new MG?” “What is that? The new MG? Wow!” “That the 
*"56 MG? What a terrific difference!” 

Probably the outstanding thing (to me anyway) about the 
MG-A outside of its new cloak is its amazingly good handling 
qualities; there just don’t seem to be many ways you can get 
into trouble. You can slide into a corner, thru a corner, drift 
into it, correct the drift with a tick of the wheel and force a 
slide — practically any combination— and you're into and 
thru the corner with no strain. Steering response is very quick 
and the feel is light. It certainly puts the fun back into driving. 

Going pretty fast on choppy surfaces (like a dirt wash- 
board) you won't get into trouble unless you let the rear end 
come around on you (which it has a slight tendency to do). 
You'll pretty much float over them tho, with. little complaint 
from your passenger, somewhat more from the steering wheel 
which transmits its objection to you in the form of vibration. 

On a straight road you'll whip along at 50, 60, 70 mph 
without having to saw at the wheel, nor will a gust of wind 
from behind a huge rock tend to throw you off course. Clear 
up to its top speed of 97.6 mph, you have complete mastery 
of the MG-A. At top speed it has some tendency to weave, 
because of its lightness (2000 pounds) and quick steering, 
but won’t if you watch it; it never feels. airborne. 

The MG-A is fine for darting in and out of traffic’s tightest 
spots. Parking places open up that never seemed to be there 
before. The steering is light and positive and you have to 
expend very little effort in driving, outside of pumping the 
clutch and pushing the gearshift around. Starts are quite 
easy at all times, most of the time without choking. (This 
test was made in early fall, and winter might change the 
story.) The 90-cubic-inch, 68-hp BMC engine is not as silent 
as the stock-car engines many of us are used to, but each power 
pulse of this sometimes violently-running 4 is quite pleasurable. 

The transmission gate of the modified Magnette transmission 
has been changed in that reverse is to the left and alongside 
2nd gear. Reverse does not require pressing or pulling of the 


Engine compartment houses 91-cubic-inch, overhead-valve, 68-bhp engine 
using twin S.U. carburetors. Accessibility for servicing is now exceptional 


\ 
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PHOTOS BY BOB D’OLIVO 
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knob but takes some getting used to, as my Ist encounter with 
it at the MG gymkhana introduction pointed up. It also is 
mot particularly easy to speedshift from 2nd to 3rd because 
of the narrow crossing of the H gate. After overcoming this, 
however, I was able to knock some time off the 1500 cc MG-TF 
which we tested last year. Here’s the comparison: 


TF A 
Standing Y%-mile 20.8 (65.5 mph) 20.4 (68 mph) 
0-60 mph 17.3 15.9 
50-75 mph 6.8 6.5 
50-75 mph 24.0 
50-80 mph 20.6 


The fastest shifts were made by revving up to 4500 rpm, 
slowly engaging the clutch, razzing the throttle, then popping 
the clutch to get a quick bite and be on our way. I wound to 
5500 rpm in 2nd and about the same in 3rd when I crossed 
the quarter-mile mark. (You could wind it tighter and possibly 
get a somewhat better time, but I certainly wouldn't recom- 
mend it as a general practice.) At the higher rpms, the engine 
had a peculiar whine, quite unlike the previous TF engine. 
The 30 to 50 mph checks were made in 2nd gear with a shift 
to 3rd at 5500 rpm. The 50 to 80 mph checks were made in 
3rd gear up to 6000 rpm (just short of the red band on the 
tach) but with a shift into 4th, acceleration flattened out con- 
siderably. There just doesn’t seem to be enough power to pull 
the 4.3 rear axle and give you any reserve for acceleration. 

The brakes (last year’s bigger Magnette brakes) feel par- 
ticularly positive, stopping down from fast speeds with no 
strain and no swerve. After numerous acceleration checks, and 
later “road race driving” on our handling course, I encountered 
absolutely no indication of fade. 

The side of the door is just below my shoulder and even 
during the most violent maneuvering, I was never thrown 
uncomfortably against it. The steering wheel sits dowa in my 
lap, at a good slant and in a convenient position for a stable 
2-hand grip (see photo). The seats are thickly padded, extreme- 
ly comfortable, molding well to your back. They both adjust 
back and forth on their tracks quite easily by means of a manual 
control, so your passenger can be comfortable too. 

With the driver's seat all the way back I couldn’t keep my 
legs out straight (which you sort-of come to expect in a sports 
car), but I found a comfortable resting place for my left knee 
against the door panel when I occasionally had to use the 
gears; when I was cruising on the highway I put my leg out 
straight, with my foot behind the clutch pedal. The brake 
and throttle are as close together as ever (see photo), causing 
me concern at times because the sole of my shoe would catch 
on the back of the brake pédal when I was trying to lift it 
quickly off the throttle. (The pedals are being moved farther 
apart on models now coming out.) 





. 
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Good-fitting side curtains stow away in 
flap behind seats, are easy to install 


Sleeker rear end includes shallow 
trunk compartment that holds spare 
tire, tools (standard equipment), and 
small amount of weekend luggage 


The white-on-black tachometer and speedometer are both 
immediately readable in their location on either side of the 
column (see photo), but I couldn’t help getting the feeling 
that BMC was trying to economize by not providing more 
numbers on these 2 dials. Unfortunately, this feeling is bound 
to be heightened when you find that the panel is attached so 
flimsily that it moves when your knee hits it getting in or out. 
(John Beazley of Gough Industries, Los Angeles, tells me that 
the factory is going to provide bracing on future cars to prevent 
this.) The more important water temperature and oil pres- 
sure gauges (in one dial to the right of the centrally located 
radio speaker) could easily have been substituted for the fuel 
gauge (just right of the speedometer). The optional radio 
goes where the glove compartment could have gone at the right 
of the panel; Gough Industries has an optional locking com- 
partment for the passenger’s door. 

With the doors now opening at the rear (hinged in front) 
instead of at the front as on previous MGs, it’s not as easy to 
swing your legs in and out; your feet have a way of getting 
tangled up with the front part of the door. And on cars with- 
out a telescoping column (which is an optional extra now), 
you don’t get any help from that quarter; instead you have to 
wrap yourself around the low wheel. With the top up, you 
double up and back in. Speaking of tops, I wish the British 
manufacturers would take a leaf out of Porsche’s and DKW’s 
book and provide tops that can be put up or down from the 
driver's seat instead of out in the rain and generally with the 
assist of another person. 

There is no distortion thru the slightly curved windshield 
and the windshield posts are much too thin to create any blind 
spots. The hood drops off suddenly, so you’re not apt to run 
over any sleeping pedestrians without seeing them. With 
top and/or side curtains up you needn’t fear claustrophobia, 
for there is fair headroom and the outside world is still visible. 

My one and only major complaint about the MG is directed 
at British sports-car builders in general: I hope that they will 
soon recognize the fact that performance (and more particularly, 
acceleration) is what the majority of the American motoring 
public desires. There seems to be little reason to saddle a po- 
tentially good-performing car like the MG with a 14-liter 
engine that doesn’t even allow it to hold its own against such 
cars as a "55 Chevy, Ford, or Plymouth when leaving a stop- 
light. Why not a bigger-displacement, more powerful engine 
—even if only for export? It certainly seems like it would 
help to up exports to the U. S. (which ranks only 4th in 
imports from the United Kingdom). And despite the fact 
that the Central Office. of Information (London, Eng.) states 
that “there seems little doubt chat these [sports-car race] 
successes have helped in the increased sales of this type of car 
in North America,” what about their “race” against the U.S.. 
stock car on every highway and (Continued on page 47) 
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CAR that might well meet the defini- n 
. “ ne p 
tion of a “modern classic” is the ya 
custom Cadillac owned by supermarket ye 
executive Milton Melton. Shown at the “ 
1955 International Motor Revue, this tt 
modern sedanca de ville aroused much tk 
interest among classics enthusiasts. tk 
Starting with a 1954 Cadillac Eldo- be 
rado convertible, Barris Kustom Auto ch 
Shop (11054 Atlantic Blvd., Lynwood, sa 
Calif.) sectioned 3 inches from the body th 
—thru rear fenders, hood, and top of te 
doors. Rear fenders (sans original fins) tir 
were extended 20 inches. Spare tire was co 

sunk into the rear deck and mounted to 
the frame (reinforced for the extra load). qu 
The structure of the formal landau Cc 
top (executed by Schwartz of classic-day cla 
fame — 1901 Walnut, Pasadena, Calif.) ba 
is oak, covered with metal. The entire Z A 
top is removable, with the front canopy z ch 
clamped in place and the main section 2 ins 
bolted to the body. One and one-half v Ga 
inches were chopped from the windshield, § cla 
which was also raked back at a more era 
extreme angle. Landau irons are bronze as 
castings. Instrument panel padding and aft 
seats are done up in Naugahyde. Ed 
Fender scoops are functional, directing cat 
cool air to the rear brakes. Two hood Th 
scoops supply air to the carburetor intake om 
of a stock "54 Cad Eldorado engine. pe 
co 
vise 
19: 
for 
The 
mu 
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WITH A CLASSIC LOOK 





by Robert J. Gottlieb 


Classic Car Editor 


E HAVE OFTEN posed the ques- 

tion whether any cars manufactured 
today will be considered classics in later 
years. One of the strong negative argu- 
ments is based on the premise that auto- 
motive manufacturers are not able to in- 
corporate the superior craftsmanship and 
materials (so necessary for classicism), 
into modern products. Those taking the 
affirmative side point to certain models 
produced by custom body builders and 
certain prestige models, such as the Eldo- 
rado, Imperial, and Caribbean. A few 
months ago a new prospect appeared on 
the automotive horizon in the form of 
the Continental Mark II. Tho it has 
the required materials and craftsmanship, 
bear in mind that a classic is a car with 
character and it usually requires the pas- 
sage of time for the true development of 
that character. It would, indeed, be in- 
teresting if we could determine at this 
time which contemporary products will be 
collected by our grandchildren. 

Many readers have written letters re- 
questing information about Mayfield Car 
Co. This company formerly specialized in 
classic and antique automobiles in Bur- 
bank, Calif., but is nuw out of business. 
A large portion of the stock was pur- 
chased by Atlantic Auto and Truck Wreck- 
ing, located at 19020 S. Figueroa St., 
Gardena, Calif. This outfit specializes in 
classic automobiles and parts and is gen- 
erally referred to in Southern California 
as “The Boneyard.” I recently spent an 
afternoon with Mike McManus and John 
Edwards, proprietors, and they are appar- 
ently having the same troubles that I have: 
The wrecking yard is well known thru- 
out the country and they receive hundreds 
of letters each week. Unfortunately, many 
collectors write: “Dear Sir: Kindly ad- 
vise me of all the parts you have for a 
1937 Packard Super 8.” It is impossible 
for them to answer a letter such as this. 
The prospective purchaser would be in a 
much better position if he would send a 





request for specific parts, condition and 
price, together with a_ self-addressed 
stamped envelope. It would then be a 
simple matter to write the information on 
the original letter, place it in the en- 
velope, and drop it in the mailbox. 

Along these lines many readers write 
me: “Kindly send me all the information 
you have on................. Sacer for another 
car}.” It is impossible for me to answer 
letters of this nature. I can, however, 
answer reasonable requests (accompanied 
by a self-addressed stamped envelope) 
where the questions are followed by blank 
spaces so the information can be written 
on the same letter. 

Ain’t it a Shame Department: Auto- 
mobile enthusiasts in every category gen- 
erally associate and form clubs. Thruout 
the country there are hundreds of antique, 
sports, foreign, classic and other car clubs. 
The basic interests are the same, otherwise 
the clubs would not be formed. Thruout 
the histories of almost all organizations a 
series of petty arguments and bickerings 
are noted. Most disagreements arise be- 
tween individual members and disastrous 
results often follow. They may be caused 
by personality conflicts; more likely they 
are caused by internal struggles for con- 
trol and power on the part of a few 
members. It is time for someone to take a 
definite stand and advise these organiza- 
tions that childish acts hurt no one except 
the individual clubs. Without pointing 
a finger at any offenders in particular, 
it is interesting to note the long list of 
squabbles in the major sports-car clubs as 
well as certain antique and classic car 
clubs. In many czses the squabbles have 
resulted in the formation of numerous 
small groups instead of one well-organized 
large group. A plea for unity is certainly 
in order. 

On the brighter side of the ledger, The 
Classic Auto Restoration Society (CARS) 
is a newly formed group that is fast be- 
coming national in scope. The club is ded- 
icated to the preservation and restoration 
of classic and special-interest cars. It offers 
members a monthly newsletter in addition 
to many other benefits. I understand that 
the club is a nonprofit corporation and it 
should therefore be well worth investigat- 
ing. Dues are only $2 per year. The club 
address is 145 N. Wetherly Dr., Beverly 
Hills, Calif. 

Carl T. Doman, well-known automotive 
engineer of Ann Arbor, Mich., and I 
have been corresponding personally on 
the merits of the Franklin automobile. In 
case any of you don’t know, Mr. Doman 
was Chief Engineer of the reorganized 








Franklin Co. (See “The Cool Franklin,” 
July 54 MT.) In one of his letters he 
lists the 1926 Series 11 roadster as the 
finest Franklin ever built. He also listed 
some Franklin Ists, and these are so 
interesting that we reprint them here as 
he wrote them: 

Ist 4-cylinder engine (1902). Original 
model built in 1898. 

Ist in scientific lightweight and flexible 
construction (1902). 

Fundamental features, such as light 
unsprung weight, wood chassis frame, full 
elliptic springs and aircooling appeared 
in Ist car marketed. 

Ist in valve-in-head cylinder design 
(1902). This construction was used from 
the Ist Franklin built. 

Ist in throttle control (1902). 

Ist float-feed carburetor (1902). As 
simple as the carburetor throttle control 
and float-feed now appear, they were never 
used until Franklin showed the way. 

Ist 6-cylinder engine (1905). This 
engine was exhibited at the 1906 New 
York Automobile Show. 

Ist to employ drive 
(1906). 

Ist to use transmission service brake 
(1906). 

Ist to adopt automatic spark advance 
(1907). 

Ist to use individual recirculating pres- 
sure-feed oiling system for engine (1912). 

Ist to use exhaust jacket for heating 
intake gases (1913). 

Ist to use an electric carburetor primer 
to facilitate cold-weather starting (1917). 

Ist to use case-hardened crankshaft in 
regular production (1921). 

Ist to use centrifugal aircleaner for 
carburetor (1922). 

lst to use duralumin connecting rods 
in regular production (1922). 

lst to employ narrow steel front body 
pillar construction (1925). 

Pioneered aluminum pistons (1915). 

Pioneered closed bodies; 1st produc- 
tion sedan (1913). 

A few months ago I received a news- 
letter from Packard Automobile Classics, 
a club composed of Packard classic en- 
thusiasts. This group recognizes that some 
Packards are more desirable from a classic 
standpoint than others and they have 
broken the Packard line into 2 classifica- 
tions referred to as “Junior” and “Senior.” 
In the issue in question the editor attempts 
to define those Packards which are classic 
and those which are nonclassic. Much 
thought went into this excellent article, 
which follows: 

“Just what is a classic automobile is, 


thru springs 
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FIBERGLASS 


SCOTTOP 


for Corvette | 


$155 F.O.B. San Diego, Calif. Wt. 20 Ibs. Std. Corvette side curtains 

will fit. Top furnished in all standard Corvette colors, painted to your 
color specifications or in primer. Custom Fiberglass SCOTTOP for 
Austin-Healey and Jaguar available after the first of the year. 


SCOTT MFG. CO. 
1325 State Street, San Diego 1, Calif. Phone: BE 4-4293 




















NO AUTOMATIC 
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WITH THE NEW 


If you own a late model Ford or Chevrolet, this is for you. With a mere 
press of a button on your dash, all chassis points are high pressure 
lubricated in seconds . . . guarantees that smooth “Just Lubricated” 
ride every day .. . provides wonderful, time-saving convenience . . . 
adds years of economical car operation. The Multi-Luber has 
been exhaustively tested and is available on current models of 
one of the largest car manufacturers. 

Buy it installed from your car dealer, garage, or service 
station—or install it yourself. Kit includes complete in- 





structions for quick and easy installation. 








f-------------------- —————-——— Garage | 
aL = LINCOLN ENGINEERING astow as @ 
| COMPANY, srt. touts 20, mo. 546” 

! Please send me your illustrated leaflet describing MULTI-LUBER, PLUS | 
| and the name and address of my nearest Multi-Luber Dealer. INSTALLATION } 
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Se  : ceesccindicsendanaan ii is cient STATE......... aa 
| (Please print or typewrite) l | 
AREER ce een Se RE ae Be ARLES OEE TEE TAOS 


44 MOTOR TREND/JANUARY 1956 


at this time, a moot question. Bob Gott- 
lieb and MOTOR TREND magazine are in 
the midst of a contest now to obtain a 
definition. We hope it produces a firm 


| answer but we have a strong hunch that 


no matter how precise the results there 
will be many who cry, ‘It ain’t so.’ So too 
with the consideration of Packards only. 

“One of the cleverest definitions of a 
classic automobile was credited to a mem- 
ber of the Classic Car Club: ‘Built for the 
Classes, not for the Masses.’ Packards 
were built mainly for the Classes until 
the middle '30s; then, because of the dis- 
appearance of the Classes with the en- 
suing financial necessity, [Packard] began 
to build for the Masses. Regrettable as 
this may be, no blame can be put upon 
the Packard Motor Co. Corporations, like 
people, cannot eat prestige. Profits, my 
boy, profits, that’s the answer. 

“With [this definition] as a start the 
next step... is to... set the bounds 
for Classic Packards. No 110 or 120 is 
acceptable. No Packard built after 1939 
is acceptable except the Darrin convert- 
ibles. Packards built before 1928 are ‘vin- 
tage, those before 1914 ‘antique.’ Tho 
some models in these categories may have 
‘classic’ features, in the interests of firm- 
ing the definition, it is best to leave them 
in those classes. 

“Now what's left? Only those Packards 
built between 1928 and 1939, engined 
by the Standard 8, the Super 8, and the 
12. The Standard 8 (after 1936 called 
Super 8) is acceptable in customs of any 
style, convertibles or open bodies; the 
Super 8 (3'% by 5 inch bore and stroke; 
dropped after 1936) in customs of any 
style, convertibles, open cars, custom-in- 
terior sedans and rare standard body 
models such as rumbleseat coupes. As to 
the 12s—ah, the 12s—they are all ac- 
ceptable with the possible exception of 
the ‘tanker’ sedans. So few were built 
each year that they were all practically 
custom built. 

“This takes care of the general term 
Classic Packard. Within the meaning of 
the term there are, of course, degrees of 
desirableness. Building for the Classes 
means building in the most conservative 
way. Unfortunately, in the Senior Packards 
the most conservative has meant large, 
somewhat ungainly sedans known as 
‘tankers, ‘greenhouses, ‘iceboxes,’ etc., 
generally with sumptuous rear sections to 
please the most difficult of dowagers. Few 
indeed were the bodies built that forced 
the removal of a ‘Queen Mary’ hat. This 
commonness of sedans has placed the open 
cars in the rare class. This rareness com- 
bined with an elegant sportiveness has 
made the open and convertible bodies the 
most desired by collectors. (Sometimes 
this elegant sportiveness approaches the 
look of any escaped coal car.) After the 
open bodies come the custom sedans and 
limousines with the standard sedans and 
coupes bringing up the rear.” O.K., guys 
and gals—tear into this! (Cont. page 47) 
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HENRY’S WONDERFUL MODEL T 
by Floyd Clymer 
Published by McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc., 
330 W. 42nd St., New York 36. $5.95 at 
bookstores. 
HERE’S HARDLY AN ADJECTIVE in 
Webster’s that hasn’t been used to de- 

scribe the Ford Model T, but “wonderful” 
seems to do it quite adequately. In Hemnry’s 
Wonderful Model T, Floyd Clymer more than 
portrays the humor, the poignancy, and the 
festive feeling surrounding the car that was 
born in 1908, lived for 20 years, yet bears a 
memory within most of us that has grown 
stronger with the passing of each year. 

In 220 pages, author Clymer recalls how 
T salesmen “would take out your clutch 
before your very eyes .. ,” that the “T was 
a car that rared to go, a challenge to every 
driver . . ,” presents page after page of Ts 
in photos, technical aspects and differences 
between yearly models, cartoons and jokes 
associated with the T that will bring a 
chuckle of remembrance or an entirely new 
laugh, but a few too many pages devoted to 
oldtime ads on the car and its accessories. 

For those unfortunate enough never to 
have owned a T it is doubtful if the technical 
phase of the book will be of much interest; 
to the owner of a T, this book can well 
serve as an owner's manual and an album of 
remembrances. —W.AW. 


HOW TO DRIVE BETTER 
AND AVOID ACCIDENTS 


by Paul W. Kearney 


Published by Thomas Y. Crowell Co., 432 
4th Ave., New York 16. $2.95 at bookstores. 

LESS EXCITING TITLE we have rareiy 

seen, and a more worthwhile book we 
have rarely read This subject, so hard to 
make absorbing, is most competently handled 
by its author (who is a nationally noted 
safety authority), with only infrequent lapses 
into irritating evangelism. 

Perhaps his best recommendation as the 
author of a book on driving safety is that he 
obviously likes to drive. His own near-perfect 
driving record he objectively ascribes to luck, 
but he has inadvertently painted a picture of 
himself as a sportsman—not a danger-loving 
type, of course, but one who enjoys doing his 
best with brain and body and encouraging 
others to enjoy themselves. 

Only one lone driver in 1000 has scored 
better than 60 per cent in the book’s simple- 
seeming tests on what to do in the emergen- 
cies that can pop up so fast in today’s driv- 
ing; yet you'll recognize the questions, for 
you've often wondered about these problems. 

Mr. Kearney strongly believes that every 
driver needs to know more about his car. 
Whether you are mechanically minded or not, 
you'll have more trust in yours after you've 
read How to Drive. There is a whole chapter 
of unusual but intensely practical tips for 








touring, with or without a trailer, and one 
on what we can expect from the better- 
trained younger generation, many of whom 
are getting the kind of theory-and-practice 
training the author advocates. | 

If it won't fit in your glove compartment, | 
we hope you'll make a place for this one un- | 
der your front seat. —PM. | 
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Features exclusive report on 


220-HP CHEV STREET EN- 
GINE—plus many other inter- 
esting automotive stories. 


on sale DECEMBER 22! 
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Amazingly Simple Invention 


Deep pits on mag- 
nesium plug show 
acids wear expensive 
parts. 


CUTS ENGINE 


WEAR 82%! 


rem - 

New acid neutralizer 
uses a magnet to pull 
iron, steel abrasives 
out of the oil pan. 





Look who's using Magna-Power! Here’s how they keep their car 
engine at new car performance level permanently. 








*‘My oil stays cleaner longer and “I ran my 


first change of oil 


“I'm on the road a!l day in my 


I can now use my filters twice as 5,000 miles to check on Magna- ‘5S Ford and realy appreciate 
long as before I installed the Power action. The oil looked Magna-Power’s economy. I now 
Magna-Power acid neutralizer. like 500-mile oil with no trace get 4,000 miles between oil 
I'm saving on oil and filters of sludge anywhere in the sys- changes and row leave the filter 
both!" Eldon Harvey, Jr., Rum- tem.”” Jay Kloer, Sacramento, cartridge in longer. Dave Cham- 
son, N. J. Calif. bers, Summit, N. J. 


This magnesium alloy chemical device uses double pro- 
tection action to combat metal-eating corrosive acids and dam- 
aging magnetic abrasives. Laboratory and road tests have 
proven that the major cause of engine wear is CORROSIVE 
ACIDS formed during combustion. The sulphur found in gas- 
oline wears away at pistons, cylinders, rings and other parts of 


your engine. 


Tests conducted by the Canadian National Research Coun- 
cil (Canada’s Bureau of Standards) and our own Southern 


special magnesium-aluminum alloy neutralizes corrosive en- 
gine acids, greatly inhibits the formation of sludges, gums and 
resins and destroys catalysts that cause oil break-down. A 
powerful Alnico magnet removes iron and steel filings from 


the drain pan 

Magna-Power, only $2.95 postpaid, is made 
for all popular cars, trucks and tractors. Cana- 
dian orders filled from Toronto stock .. . 
$2.95 each, tax incl. Canadian checks, cash or 
M.O. accepted. Indicate year and make of 
vehicle when ordering. 
Beware of imitations! Get the original Magna- 


Power, tested and prceven—with an alloy you 
know will do the job. 


magna-power 


Johns Manvfacturing Co. 
Dept. M-1, Middlesex, N. J. 





a . . “TL want to keep this car 
Analytical Laboratory in Jacksonville, Fla., have found that a a i 


long time, so in- 
stalled a Magna-Power 


to get rid of engine 
acids that cause wear. 
The theory of Magna- 
Power always impressed 
me. The acid neutra- 
lizer has proven itself.” 
Bob Smith, West Or- 
ange, N. J. 


JOHNS MFG. CO., Dept. M-1 
Middlesex, N. J. 


My car is a... 
Please 


.( make) .......... year) . 


send me, postpaid, a MAGNA- 


POWER acid neutralizer. I enclose $2.95. 


I understand 


that it is sold with an un- 


conditional guarantee of satisfaction or 
my money back! 

I iciovste inte venciciipnondiesininbicepini anal 
ae RE SA ERR RIE I HP nB Oe 
On alia al State.............. 
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HOT ROD CUSTOM 





lia CARS ANNUAL 
“Don't 
M2153 
them!” —-, >" aeae SHOW CASE... 


--. of the ten best customs. 





“HOT ROD YOUR CAR” 


. . « EVERY AMERICAN CAR 
HAS BEEN INCLUDED IN THIS 
EDITION . . . JAM PACKED 
WITH_PRACTICAL IDEAS ON 


Brings you a full year’s finest 
automotive creations. A wealth of 
“how to” material, hundreds of 
pictures, detailed description of custom 














HOW TO MAKE YOUR CAR work and cost analyses—plus 
PERFORM _ BETTER AND GO FASTER. the newest ideas in customizing. 
a") —— 
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— 23 worio's & reise CARS 
MOTOR TREND CLASSIC WORLD'S FASTEST *6 prastic cars PAPO 
AUTOMOTIVE CARS & FASTEST ~~ 9 8 (a 
YEARBOOK ANTIQUES CARS zu 


Completely new 
No. 2 edition of 
World’s most 


How to design and 
build a car body 
from plastics; 
complete manual 
with illustrations 
of latest Fiberglas 
cars. 


An exciting story 
of the men who 
built the great 
Ferraris, Bugattis, 
Daimlers, and 

all of the world’s 
speedsters 


A treasure house 
for the enthusiast, 
with over 200 | 
photos of rare and 
priceless cars, both 
classics and 
antiques. 


valuable reference 

| book. Specifications 

and photos of all 

; stock cars of the 

| world. 
; 
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! TREND BOOKS i 

| 5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. ; 
| tam enclosing $____ @ 85¢ each (to cover postage, etc.) l 
1 Please send me the following books as indicated: i 
(.] HOT ROD ANNUAL (.) CUSTOM CARS ANNUAL (] PLASTIC CARS | OnLy AT YOUR NEWSSTAND! 
i 1] WORLD’S FASTEST CARS (CJ CLASSIC CARS CJ M. T. AUTO YEARBOOK 
1 name | (or 
address masl 
: city zone state } your order 
inde cietnicee aie nb eh ces dees eo in dn aann dense inh ack tab ea el aw ea eh ine ee en eh em eee en tod ano a ed aul today!) 
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continued from page 45 


Classic Comments 


Calling all owners of foreign-built clas- 
sics: “I have been fortunate during my tour 
in France to be able to purchase a fine Type 
57 Bugatti. My car gives me much pride and 
satisfaction. I am sure that some of the clubs 
devoted to classic and high-performance auto- 
mobiles would increase my enjoyment. Can 
you help me contact these clubs by giving me 
the addresses of their headquarters? I am par- 
ticularly interested in the Bugatti Owners’ 
Club, the Sports Car Club of America, and 
the Classic Car Club. 

“My interest in such cars as the Bugatti 
has led me to many fine classics here in Eu- 
rope. I am unable to’ purchase them, of 
course, but I shall gladly answer any requests 
from your readers. Also, I have a passing 
knowledge of French, and I am near sources 
of parts for Bugatti, Talbot-Lago, Delage, 
Delahaye, etc. If you will pass my offer on 
to your readers, I shall be very happy to help 
them in any way I can. 

“Thanks to you for your very interesting 
and helpful ‘Classic Comments’ in each issue 
of MT. It’s hard to evaluate the good you do 
all of us by drawing us together and by col- 
lecting solutions for our common problems— 
in these respects your articles are priceless.” 

I suppose I should warn the postal authori- 
ties of the deluge that will follow this offer. 


USS 1289114, Hq. Suc. Co., 83 Eng. Box 
(Const.), A.P.O. 


Perrow, 320 W. 104th St., New York. 
There’s confusion on the Chrysler Im- 

perial, and no wonder. At one point (1939) 

Chrysler even confused the issue itself by 


making the New Yorker a deluxe, small Im- | 


perial! From Iselin, N.J., we get a plea for 
help from Ronald Albrecht: 

“A friend of mine has a '32 Chrysler. He 
insists that it is an Imperial, but nowhere 


The letter is from Pfc. H. John Kortright, 


#215, New York. Contact 
the Classic Car Club of America thru Arthur 


on the car does it say so. The markings on | 
the hubcaps, radiator grille and tire cover all | 


say ‘Chrysler 8.’ I own a ’33 Imperial and 
my engine is larger than his. 


Imperial? Another friend has a 31 LeBaron 


Is his car an | 


convertible sedan. He claims it is the only | 


car like it in the world. Can you help us 


with our problems?” We'll try. In 1932 


Chrysler built a standard 8 and an Imperial | 


and a custom Imperial. The Imperial models 
had larger engines and the cars were marked 
“Imperial” on the grille, hubcaps, and various 
other places such as firewall stampings, etc. 
The engines used in the Imperial models 
were 314 x 5 inches; those in the standard 
eights, 314 x 4Y. It is not likely that your 
friend owns an Imperial. Regarding the 
LeBaron, I have seen a few '31 convertible 
sedans and I am positive the one your friend 


owns is not the only one in existence. None- | 


theless, it's one of the top classics. 
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Driving Around 


city street? Everyone doesn’t have a road 
course Of mountainous road in his back- 
yard (and wouldn’t that be fun! ). 


TTENTION: Uranium prospectors, 
farmers, hunters, miners, loggers, fish- 
ermen, service station owners, ranchers, 
plumbers, electricians—or anyone else 
who likes (or has) to traipse off the 
beaten track. If you’re in need of a truck 
that will plow thru axle-deep mud or 
snow, and take you up the side of a hill 
where only motorcycle riders and fools 
dare tread, then you should get a Chev- 
rolet truck fitted with Napco Powr-Pak 
4-Wheel Drive (Napco Industries, Inc., 
Minneapolis, Minn. ). 

Rarely have I seen a person more en- 
thusiastic than Chuck Lambert, who loaned 
me a half-ton truck. To hear him tell it, 
it would not only take a 70 per cent 
dirt trail in stride, but would do anything 
short of scaling a brick wall. (The Lambert 
Co., Ltd.—1202 E. Olympic Blvd., Los 
Angeles—distributors for Napco, supply- 
ing the bodies and 4-wheel conversions. ) 

Bill Babbitt (our Technical Editor ) 
and I tried it up some of the roughest 
motorcycle hillclimb trails we could find. 
To the consternation of some cycle 
hounds, we scaled the hills with a mini- 
mum of effort. We took some extreme 


grades in 2nd gear with front-wheel drive 
engaged, and steeper ones in 1st gear, but 
at mo time were we peaked out in gear. 


Nor does the truck buck or chatter when 
you lug down. 

When we stalled out deliberately, the | 
finger-tip-controlled vacuum brake (on the 
column) kept us from moving an inch 
backwards until we restarted and released 
it. The vacuum brake is extremely sensi- 
tive. The normal foot brake pedal is posi- 
tioned a bit high off the floor. 

Once you get onto the operation of the 
transfer case, there’s no problem in shift- 
ing—even thru the 8 gears you can use 
with both front and rear drive. For a truck 
it is unusually easy to shift. You can shift 
in or out of 4-wheel drive at any speed, 
without clutching; you definitely want to 
watch your tach at all times tho, so you 
won't over-rev or lug the engine. 

There was perceptibly more gear noise 
in high range than there was in 4-wheel | 
drive. The quiet operation of the transfer | 
case is probably due to its being mounted 
in rubber. Constant-velocity 
whip to an absolute minimum. 


Another asset of the Napco Powr-Pak | 


is the fact that it can be removed at trade- 
in time for use on your next truck; it takes 
no frame;cutting to install it. 


My one unfulfilled desire was to mush 


thru snow to see if I could bog down the 
truck. The weatherman, however, did not 
cooperate—all he furnished was smog. 
With its amazing ability to push thru 
soft ground and tall weeds (it has 14 
inches ground clearance), I seriously 
doubt if I would have bogged down in 
snow. But—it would have been fun to 
act like a snow rabbit. —Walt Woron 
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joints keep | 


31000 a Month 





CHATTANOOGA, TENN. 
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WHOLESALE CATALOG» 


SEND 25c FOR 
WHOLESALE 1956 
SURPRISE CATALOG 


HONEST CHARLEY SPEED SHOP 
BOX MT 1904 
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T eestore LEATHERS AND PLASTICS 


“NUAGANE” . . Leather Lacquer 
“PeVeC” Plastic Lacquer 


Made in England and used all over the world 
for over 40 years. 


Fadeless — Flexible — Waterproof — 


if 
i 
{ 
Durable 
124 
3 
I 


COLORS TO CHOOSE FROM 
Write for information and free color chart 


GRAYS HARBOR MOTORS 


First & G Streets, Aberdeen, Washington 
IMPORTER U.S. 


l Except Ore.. Calif., Nev. j 


“TM MAKING 
MORE THAN 





Cc. KAMA 











Haven’t Touched Bottom Yet!” 


—reports Charlies Kama, Texas, 7. of many 
whe “cleaning up” with for 
PRE Science’s New Met Miracle 

Fire Extinguisher. Se can YOU 
Amazing new kind of fire extinguisher. 
Tiny “Presto’’ does job of bulky extinguish. 
ers that cost 4 times as much, are 8 times as 
heavy. Pe, fires fast as 2 seconds. Never 
ranteed for 20 a Over 2 

million, “sold! Sells for only $3.98 

Show it to civil defense workers, owners 
of homes, cars, boats, farms, etc., and to 
on for re-sale—make good income. H. J. 
Kerr reports $20 a day. Wm. Wydallis, 
$15.20 an hour. Write for FREE Sales Kit. 
No a, © (if you a regular Preste 

onmaneges asa jonstrator, send $2.50. Money 


‘ow wish.) 
MERLITE ig eg es ag oeat- 27-E, PRESTO DIV 
114 East 32 St. 16, In CANADA: Meopa Ce. 
Ltd., 371 Dowd ‘st; Wontreai i P. a. 
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Here's a remarkable development that will soon be standard 
equipment on all new cars: the amazing new Econ-O-Miser | 
eliminates gas waste, saves up to 25° on gas consumption! ! 
The precision-built Econ-O-Miser incorporates a large and 
sensitive diaphragm which insures an absolutely even fuel 
flow under all conditions, permits the ideal fuel-air mixture | 
for top carburetor efficiency | 


GIVES FASTER STARTS AND SMOOTHER IDLING 

The Econ-O-Miser is guaranteed to give you smoother, faster 
acceleration. It eliminates excessive pressure on the carbu- 
retor, takes out “surge,” prevents stalling, vapor lock, and | 
flooding. You can easily install the Econ-O-Miser yourself. 


TRY THE ECON-O-MISER AT OUR RISK! 

If it doesn’t pay for itself in gasoline savings in the first 
5,000 miles of driving, return it for a full refund of your 
purchase price! 

Some car-owners report mileage gains of 20% to 25%.Think 
of the money saved — $40 or $50 every few months! Why not 
keep this money in your own pocket by installing an 
Econ-O-Miser right away? YSE THE COUPON NOW 


Carburetor works at maximum 
efficiency at 2 lbs- pressure. 
Witheut pressure regulator, fuel 
pump at high speeds can de- 
velop pressures up to 20 lbs., 
forcing gasoline through carbu- 
retor and causing fuel waste, 
loading up, flooding, stalling. 


What Exeear Does for You: 


Q< rests out fuel pump pulsa- @O--res gasoline — up to 25%! 
tiens — eliminates surge. 
se carbon formation — 
QE'iminates excessive pressure welps keep engine clean. 
aud leading of carburetor. 
©pPrevents annoying vapor lock. 
Oives you smoother idling and 
taster starts. 
Prevents flooding and stalling © Automatically adjusts for any 
due to excessive pressure. altitude. 






















os aves frequent carburetor 
adjustment. 


QXeduces fire hazard. 





DEALER AND 
Only DISTRIBUTOR OPPORTUNITY 
A complete dealer-distributor network is 
6 95 now being set up. If you are interested in 
. an exclusive protected territory, write, 
FOR ALL MAKES wire or phone today. | 


AND MODELS OF 


CARS AND CARPARTS CORPORATION 
TRUCKS 12381 Wilshire Bivd., Los Angeles 25, Calif. 
























1 
CARPARTS CORPORATION, Dept MT-1: ' 
12381 Wilshire Bivd., Los Angeles 25, Calif. ; 
Here is my check or money order. Please rush me____.__ ! 
Econ-O-Misers @ $6.95 each, shipping charges prepaid, on : 
money-back guarantee of satisfaction. i 
NAME. : 
i 
alien i 
H 
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N OST CAR OWNERS are not aware that when a brake pedal 
‘ is moved several inches, the brake lining moves but approxi- 
mately .010 to .015 inch. With such a small clearance between 
the drum and lining, brake shoes must be accurately positioned 
and held in place to perform satisfactorily. 

Raybestos Division of Raybestos-Manhattan, Inc., thru its brake 
check program, makes a major point of inspecting brakedrums 
for out-of-round condition, concavity, or bellmouthing. When 
these conditions are evident, resurfacing is very often necessary 
if a lst-class relining job is to be obtained and guaranteed. 

Here are AMA recommendations on machining limits: pas- 
senger cars and light trucks with 9- to 12-inch drums should 
not be machined beyond .060 inch on the inside diameter; pre- 
1952 Lincolns and Mercurys and pre-1949 Fords should not be 


VOLS 





machined beyond .030 inch on the inside diameter. 

Where the surface of a worn brakedrum is glazed from resins 
set by pressure and heat, light resurfacing to break the glaze 
will not remove any appreciable amount of metal from the drum 
This work assures a good fit between the drum and new lining. 

Drivers can determine the physical condition of the brakedrum 
in various ways: Out-of-round drums create excessive vibration 
ad noise. The driver can identify this condition thru his foot in 
the form of pedal pulsation. Squeals, rattles and thumps may all 
be caused by rough drum surfaces. A grooved drum will leave its 
narks on linings. 

Grocved drums should be checked with a drum micrometer 
at the deepest groove to determine whether the drum will clean 
up within the limits specified above. A note of caution—one 
should never remove any more material than necessary. 
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Does your wide new car tend to rub shoulders 
too freely with others in tight spots?! Max Hoffman's 
Pontiac Catalina did, so he designed this fold-down 
side bumper. Rugged when running, it obligingly folds 
down to let passengers in or out. Brackets are non- 
spring steel because of the close quarters. The proud 
inventor's address: 121 W. 3rd St., Los Angeles 
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66 A MERIPEAN’’—this word may not bear Webster’s stamp of approval, but at the moment 

we can think of nothing more appropriate to describe the 1956 Facel-Vega. The body, 
whose distinctive styling is unmistakably foreign, has incorporated the American wraparound 
windshield. Otherwise, it has such 
European features as a wheelbase of 
only 103 inches, a leather-uphol- 
stered interior, and a rear seatback 
which folds flat for the fitted lug- 
gage. From this side of the Atlantic 
the car has adopted a powerful V8 
engine with 4-barrel carburetor, 
built by Chrysler. Rear-axle ratios 
of 3.31 and 2.93 give the Vega V8 


—s 















top speeds of 120 and 126 
mph, respectively. Other fea- 
tures are power brakes, auto- 
matic transmission, power 
steering. Smaller than a Ram- 
bler, its tag is big as a Cad- 
illac’s. Intrigued? Write Facel 
S.A., 19 Ave. George V, Paris. 








JOE MOORE 





Now You Can Repair 
Restyle and Build 
Auto Bodies at Home! 


With TAPXKITS you can restyle and 
customize oldercars... 


And, with TAP fiberglass and resin 
in bulk you can build auto bodies of 
any design! 





Improve your car’s appearance — 
make money repairing, restyling and 
building auto bodies! 


Mend holes and dents .. . dechrome.. . 
change fender lines . . . French and hood 
headlights . . . install air scoops. All easy 
and economical with TAPKITS! No torches 
or expensive metal-working tools required! 


TAPKITS are job-tested ‘“‘glassing’’ kits containing 
EPOXY RESIN — sensational new, air-drying plastic that 
bonds fiberglass to any metal like a weld job, hardens tough 
as metal, EASY TO FINISH: Amateurs get professional re- 
sults! Kits include fiberglass, hardener, step-by-step photo- 
instructions. They contain more materials per dollar than 
any other fiberglass kits now on the market. 

You can also buy TAP “‘glassing’’ materials in bulk at 
even more economical prices. Buy in quantity for building 
auto bodies, volume repairs and customizing. Write for price 
list. Send description and dimensions of job; we will air- 
mail special quotation and any other information required. 
Use amazing, new TAP PLASTIC SOLDER to fill holes, pits, 
dents and for minor customizing. Can be tapped, drilled and 
sanded. 


JOE BAILON and W. R. “DUKE” DUCLOS, 
nationally known customizers and over 
1000 professional auto body repairmen 
are now using TAP materials! 


Full Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money Back! 

WO “UP. GPE... Gd Bie enclosed 
Ship following immediately, postpaid, under money-back 
guarantee: 

___TAPKIT No. 1,.$5.45 (covers 750 sq. in. in two 


layers). 

____ TAPKIT No. 2, $10.55 (covers 1500 sq. in. in two 
layers). 

__...TAP PLASTIC SOLDER, $1.15 (trial size, app. 2.75 
oz. av. wt.). 


___TAP “GLASSING’” MANUAL, $1.00 (‘‘How-to-do-it’’ 
book in repairing, restyling, building auto bodies and 
boats). 


____RUSH bulk price list and more information. 


NAME 
ADDRESS. 


*Taglor & Art. nc., Plastics 


1710 East 12th St., Oakland 6, Calif 
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PHOTOS BY AL KIDD 


ORD FOR ’56 is potent, glamorous, 

and even comes close to being lux- 
urious. The result of a rather extensive 
facelift both inside and out, it is all tied 
together with new safety innovations de- 
signed specifically to protect you in the 
area of greatest accident potential. 

Short of a major tooling change, about 
everything that could be done has been 
done. Lots of midnight oil went into this 
"56 model, and the powers-that-be at Ford 
expect it to pay off in sales leadership for 
'56. They could be right. 


Test car: Fairlane V8 4-door Town 
Sedan. Equipment included Fordomatic, 
power steering and brakes, radio, heater 
and “Lifeguard” safety features, both 
standard and optional. 


Engine: Performance comes from the big 
292-cubic-inch Thunderbird V8 engine 
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‘56 FORD 
ROAD 


TEST 


(standard in all Fairlane models), punch- 
ing out 202 horses. A lot of the snap can 
also be attributed to a compression ratio 


of 8.4 to 1 (when coupled to Fordo- 
matic), better breathing thru larger pas- 
sages in the heads and intake manifolds, 
and use of a higher-lift camshaft. With a 
bore of 3.75 inches and a stroke of 3.30 
inches, this over-square engine packs 
enough punch to make like a rabbit in 
practically any company. 


Other options: If you really want to go 
all-out on optional equipment, the list is 
an enormous one. Ford offers power steer- 
ing and brakes, power windows and seats, 
air conditioning, fresh-air heaters, tinted 
safety glass, windshield washers and “Life- 
guard” equipment, consisting of safety 
belts and foam plastic padding for instru- 
ment panel and sun visors (see photos). 
Such “Lifeguard” equipment as doorlatches, 


A further stage in 
the evolution of the 
classless car, this 
V8 will swt many 
differing drivers 





AN MT RESEARCH REPORT 


low-hub steering wheel, shatterproof rear- 
view mirror, and stronger seat anchoring 
is standard. 


WHAT THE CAR IS LIKE TO DRIVE 


Exit and entry: Characteristic of wrap- 
around windshield design, lower corner 
post presents a definite knee obstruction 
upon exit or entry. Like last year’s model, 
however, adequate entrance space has been 
provided; one or 2 inadvertent contacts 
with this cornerpost, and you will subcon- 
sciously avoid challenging its squatter’s 
rights. Steering wheel presents no problem, 
being positioned well above seat height 
(see photo). 

Door sills are high enough to avoid, pro- 
vided the usual care is exercised during 
exit and entry. It is interesting to note 
that tho the Fairlane has been reduced by 
one full inch in overall height, headroom 
at door sill has remained essentially the 
























same. This has been accomplished by re- 
ducing the curvature of the top and snug- 
gling the headliner against the curvature. 
Ford’s 2-position door checks are again in 
evidence this year, and all doors open to 
unusual width for easy access to interior, 
either front or back. Rear seat leg and 
headroom provide adequate comfort for 
the average-size person (see photo). 


Driving position: From driver’s point of 
view, the 56 Ferd offers a very substantial 
feel of mastery over machine. Steering 
wheel position is comfortable and allows 
plenty of room for quick and _ positive 
maneuvering should an emergency arise. 
All fenders are visible (even to an under- 
size driver) with a slight amount of neck 
stretching. Forward vision is good over 
gently sloping hood. Deep, hooded instru- 
mentation, something really new this year, 
is good but shows little improvement over 
last year’s outstanding panel. 

Unfortunately, Ford still retains the left- 
handed ignition switch which is awkward 
for most people (especially after unlock- 
ing the door with the right hand). Seat 
position gives you a balanced feeling which 
is probably the most important factor in a 
feeling of oneness with your car while 
driving. Seats are moderately firm, with 
easy fore-and-aft adjustment. 


Vision: Abundant glass area assures good 
vision all around. Sharply curved areas of 
windshield produce usual distortion, and 
low-hung rear-view mirror creates a blind 
spot to right front. Other than that, ’56 
Ford offers plenty of eye-scanning area, 
and the rather high windshield puts the 
driver’s eye-level substantially below the 
header sill. Rear window provides plenty 
of vision from side to side, but a rather 
tall person will have some trouble with 


Plastic foam crash padding along top edge of dash is 
without criticism except that glove compartment 
latch is hard to find. Sun visors, determined a prime 
danger spot in Ford’s safety testing, have thick padded 
edge. Seatbelt is easy to fasten or fo release 



















































Above: MT’s Engineering Editor, John Booth, demonsirates 
balanced feel of new Ford's driving position. Dished wheel 
contributes materially to driver confidence. Note optional 
belt in place. Top right: If you've become a proponent of 
left-foot braking, you'll like the new Ford wita or without 
power assist. Right: Al Kidd finds adequate tho not luxu- 
rious room in rear. Ford retains 2-position door checks 












MOTOR TREND/JANUARY 1956 51 





the roof line when using the rear-view 
mirror. Some improvement noticeable in 
wiper sweep (particularly to sides) but 
plenty of curved area is still barely trans- 
lucent in bad weather. 


Operation of accessories: Ford has dis- 
continued use of round heater and radio 
faceplates this year, now mounting them 
on extreme bottom edge of dashboard, 
somewhat closer to driver. Heater controls 
are similar in operation to last year’s 
model, therefore requiring a certain 
amount of attention. Heat, however, is 
generated very quickly and defrosters are 
excellent. Deluxe radio offers a signal- 
seeking device which automatically selects 
new stations. 

Windshield wiper control has been 
moved to right side next to cigarette 
lighter, while light switch remains on left 
side directly above ignition switch. Opera- 
tion of these controls remains the same: 
push-pull for lights, incorporating a twist- 
ing action for instrument light brilliance, 
and a twist (on or off) to set the wind- 
shield wipers into action. 

Fordomatic’s quadrant marker is posi- 
tioned directly below speedometer, and is 





















very easy to read both day and night. Shift 
lever is conventionally placed for easy 
movement, and a definite feel is noticed 
when any quadrant position is engaged. 
Turn signal lever is mounted on right 
side and can be placed in turn position 
without bothering to remove your hands 
from the wheel. 


Ease of handling: This year’s Ford re- 
tains essentially the same ease of handling 
that was characteristic of last year’s model 
(same basic chassis ) but with considerably 
more snap. Power steering provides turn- 
ing ease, but at same time retains a definite 
feel which enhances your overall feeling of 
mastery of the car. Ford’s practice of using 
a 25.3 to 1 overall gear ratio for both 
mechanical and power steering requires 
approximately 4°; turns from lock to lock. 
This could be advantageously reduced to 


not over 34 for p teering, increasing 


maneuverability appre icbly, such as when 
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correcting for crosswinds which continues 
to be necessary this year. Pendulum brake 
pedal is logically placed for natural foot 
movement and is wide enough for left- 
foot braking without leg or foot contor- 
tions (see photo on page 51). 


Acceleration: With the big 202-hp en- 
gine under the hood, acceleration (while 
improved over last year) doesn’t quite 
measure up to expectations. Response is 
instantaneous and the feel of real go is 
there, but the figures don’t quite match 
this feel. For example, 0 to 60 mph aver- 
aged out at a conservative 12.2 seconds 
in DRIVE range, altho this is a good 2.9 
seconds faster than the 55 Ford. 
Fordomatic transmission retains its char- 
acteristic smoothness and seems to be set 
at optimum for general usage. For instance, 
when the transmission was held in LOW 
(intermediate gear) until the engine revs 
were 4100 (400 over normal shift point) 
only 0.6-second was lopped off the 0-60 
time. In the quarter-mile it took an aver- 
age of 19 seconds in DRIVE range, while 
the best we could consistently do by shift- 
ing manually from LOW to DRIVE was 18.6 
seconds, an advantage usually useless. 


Free breathing, a specialty of 
Fairlane’s Thunderbird engine, 
starts with the monstrous air- 
cleaner and ends at the dual 
exhausts, whose design could 
be improved by insulation suf- 
ficient to prevent heating up. 


Braking: Here is a category that the new 
Ford owner can really crow about! After 
12 consecutive hard stops (15 feet per sec- 
ond per second from 60 mph), which 
comprises our standard brake test, the 56 
Ford with new fixed-anchor, one-adjust- 
ment shoes still had more than enough 
brake to lock all 4 wheels. Seven com- 
plete stops were made with no apparent 
fade or uneven pull. The 8th stop pro- 
duced no fade, but a slight pull to the 
left was noticeable. The 9th thru 12th 
stops resulted in some erratic wheel pull, 
both right and left, with a definite in- 
crease in brake pedal pressure being re- 
quired. At no time was wheel pull so vio- 
lent as to become uncontrollable, and 
pedal travel increased so slightly that a 
measurement by hand was necessary to 
detect it. These brakes returned to normal 
after 7 minutes of 50 to 60 mph driving. 


Roadability: Like last year’s model, the 











56 Ford has an inherent roadability that 
is a pleasure to experience. Essentially 
this year’s chassis remains the same, except 
for slightly softer shock absorber valving, 
which doesn’t detract from its former 
ability to really stick on washboard or 
rough surfaces. Very little body lean is 
apparent to the driver, even in violent 
cornering, and, altho the rear end can be 
made to break loose, a quick twist of the 
wheel puts it in the groove again. Di- 
rectional stability is good except in a sub- 
stantial crosswind, where quick and 
positive corrections are necessary. Top- 
speed runs produced no vibrations or 
chatter, but the front end got a little light 
when bucking a strong wind. 


Ride: You will feel bumps, tar strips 
and pot holes, but ride is not objectionable 
at all. In fact, its firmness adds to overall 
feeling of stability. Recovery from dips 
and bumps is rapid with no tendency to- 
ward front- or rear-end oscillation. Noise 
level is moderate and vibration transfer is 
held to a minimum with effective use of 
rubber and other insulation. 


WHAT THE CAR IS LIKE 
TO LIVE WITH 


Riding in the front seat: Good leg and 
headroom, armrests, convenient ashtray, 
and accessible controls coupled with a com- 
fortable seating position will add up to 
a sense of well-being for the passenger. 


Riding in the rear seat: Good rear-seat 
visibility and adequate headroom. Leg- 
room satisfactory, but you will probably 
want to stretch after 2 or 3 hours on the 
highway. Seats are comfortable and reflect 
same firmness as those in front. Driveshaft 
tunnel is not abnormally high, but center 
passenger of a threesome will notice it’s 
there. Hip and shoulder room assure a 
reasonable amount of comfort even with 
3 passengers in the rear seat. 


ECONOMY AND EASE OF 
MAINTENANCE 


Fuel economy: Traffic checks on MT’s 
simulated traffic course averaged nearly 13 
miles per gallon—this represents an in- 
crease of about 2 mpg over the ’55 test 
car. Normal driving speeds won’t force 
you into the gas station any oftener than 
your neighbor (see table of performance ). 


Is the car well put together? Doors, 
hood, and trunk fit reasonably well, as 
do floor mats and trunk lining. Typical 
Ford orange peel was in evidence when 
we examined the red-and-cream paint. 
Headlining was wrinkled and sagged in 
several places, but no unfinished ends 
showed in either the header or upholster- 
ing. Seats were exceptionally well tailored, 
and quite luxurious leoking. Rear bumper 
exhaust outlets (standard on the Fairlane ) 
get really hot after a hard run, but are 
safe to touch after normal driving (see 
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ACCELERATION 


TOP SPEED 


FUEL CONSUMPTION 


STOPPING DISTANCE 
SPEEDOMETER ERROR 


REAR-WHEEL HORSEPOWER 


oe 


From Standing Start 
0-30 mph 4.0 0-60 mph 11.6 
Quarter-mile 18.6 and 75 mph 


Passing Speeds 
30-50 mph 5.3 50-80 mph 13.3 


Fastest run 100.6 Slowest 99.5 
Average of 4 runs 100.2 


Ysed Mobilgas Special 
Steady Speeds 

21.4 mpg @ 30 
16.1 mpg @ 60 


Stop-and-Go Driving 

12.9 mpg over measured course 

13.5 mpg tank average for 536 miles 
174 feet from 60 mph 


Read 32 at true 30, 50 at 45, 64 at 60, 
80 at 75, and 106 at top speed 


18.8 mpg @ 45 
13.5 mpg @ 75 


Clayton chassis dynamometer showed: 
63 road hp @ 2000 rpm and 29 mph 
76 road hp @ 2500 rpm and 53 mph 
102 road hp (max.) @ 3600 rpm, 85 mph 


S$ P E C 1! F 1 


ENGINE: Ohv V8. Bore 3.75 in. Stroke 3.30 in. 
Stroke/bore ratio .88:1. Compression ratio 
8.4:1. Displacement 292 cu. in. Advertised bhp 
202 with Fordomatic @ 4600 rpm. Bhp per cu 
in. 0.695. Piston travel @ max. bhp 2300 ft 
per min. Max. bmep 149.2 psi. Max. torque 289 
bs.-ft. @ 2600 rpm. 

TRANSMISSION: Fordomatic, 3-element torque 
converter with planetary gears. RATIOS: Drive 
1.47 x converter ratio and torque converter 
only (2.40 to 1 at full throttle thru detent-plus 
torque converter); Low 2.40 x torque converter 
ratio; Reverse 2.00 x converter ratio. Maximum 
converter ratio at stall 2.1 to 1 @ 1540- 
1740 rpm 

REAR-AXLE RATIOS: Conventional 3.78, Fordo- 
matic 3.22, Overdrive 3.89. 

STEERING: Turning diameter 41.18 ft. Number 
of turns lock to lock 4.75—-standard and pow- 
er steering. TYPE: worm and 2-tooth roller. 
Power, Bendix linkage booster. 


DIMENSIONS 


A FRONT OVERHANG 33.9 

B WHEELBASE 115.5 

C REAR GVERHANG 49.1 

D OVERALL HEIGHT 62.1 

—E MINIMUM GROUND CLEARANCE 6.5 
F FRONT LEGROOM 44.3 
G& REAR LEGROOM 41.9 


=-=--= 


o R M A N CGC B&B 


"55 


From Standing Start 
0-30 mph 4.5 0-60 mph 14.5 
Quarter-mile 19.4 and 74 mph 


Passing Speeds 
30-50 mph 5.7 50-80 mph 19.8 


Fastest run 95.9 Slowest 94.8 
Average of 4 runs 95.2 


Used Mobilgas Special 
Steady Speeds 

18.5 mpg @ 30 
14.0 mpg @ 60 


Stop-and-Go Driving 
11.9 mpg over measured course 
13.4 mpg tank average for 1386.1 miles 


178 feet from 60 mph 


Read 33 at true 30, 50 at 45, 66 at 60, 
81 at 75 and 102 at top speed 


Clayton chassis dynamometer showed: 

57 road hp @ 2000 rpm and 38 mph 
68 road hp @ 2500 rpm and 52 mph 
75 road hp (max.) @ 2900 rpm, 61 mph 


17.4 mpg @ 45 
10.9 mpg @ 75 


Cc A T ft ON S 


WEIGHT: Test car weight (with gas, oil, and 
water) 3700 Ibs. Test car weight bhp ratio 
18.3:1 


PRICES: (Including suggested retail price at 
main factory, federal tax, and delivery han- 
dling charges but not freight. These prices 
are for 6-cylinder models; V8s are $100 more.) 
MAINLINE business sedan $1711, 2-door sedan 
$1813, 4-door sedan $1858. CUSTOMLINE 2- 
door sedan $1906, 4-door sedan $1951. FAIR- 
LANE 2-door sedan’ $1998, 4-door sedan $2044, 
2-door hardtops $2144 and $2288, 4-door hard- 
top $2216, convertible $2310. STATION WAG- 
ONS: 2-coors $2135, $2200, and $2379, 4-door 
2-seat $2247, 4-door 3-seats $2379 and $2483. 


ACCESSORIES: Fordomatic $165, overdrive 
$102, power brakes $39, power steering $50, 
power windows $95, power seat $60, radios 
$71 and $99, heaters $41 and $66, air con- 
ditioning $475. 


FRONT HEADROOM 34.9 
REAR HEADROOM 33.9 
OVERALL LENGTH 198.5 
OVERALL WIDTH 75.9 

FRONT SHOULDER ROOM 57.0 
REAR SHOULDER ROOM 56.8 
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NIT ROAD TEST 


’S6 FORD V8 


Fairlane 4-door sedan 
with Fordomatic 











FOREIGN CAR PARTS 


sk your dealer 
or write to: 


COLUMBIA MOTOR CoO. 
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245 W. 56 St., New York 19, N. Y., Circle 6-4844 
ENGINE 


°o he 1" ADAPTERS 


}.ARGEST SELECTION—TOP QUALITY 
GUARANTEED FIT—DEALERS ONLY 


CRAGAR EQUIPMENT CO. 
























3663 C-~2 Ave 
Bell 60, Calif. 

Rush 
Coupon for 





ST OMOTIVE 
ACCESSORIES 





World's L — 


eae ACCESSOTieS 
Saves You %, 50% 


Get your FREE copy now... this is the 
only complete buying guide to every- 
thing you need for your car, truck, cus- 
tom styled car or hot rod. You'll save up 
to 50% buying-by-mail from Whitney! 
Choose from thousands of hard-to-find items. . . 
new and replacement equipment for cars from 
1920 to 1956. See newest Hollywood accessories 
not offered in stores; high speed and power parts, 
custom styling equipment . . . all at lowest prices! 
Guaranteed satisfaction or money back. Fast 
shipment. Mail 
coupon for free Just 
copy now. 






















A FEW OF THE 50,000 ITEMS 
LISTED IN THIS BIG NEW CATALOG 


ae om = Auto radios Transmissions 
jease sen : 

sn Sidi oho eote Hi-Speed Equipment Custom Style Acces. 
log mailing and Mufflers, pipes Tires Tubes 
eins, Sotss; | Engines, parts Agiton Parts 


25¢ on your 


first order for 
$5.00 or more 
Mail coupon 


Now! 














J. C. Whitney & Co, 1917 3-1 Archer Avenue, Chicago 16, Illinois 


Rush giant 1956 cataiog of auto parts and accessories at sale 
prices. I enclose 25c to cover part of mailing and handling cost, 
which will be credited to we on my Grst $5.00-or-more order. 


Name 





Address. 
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photo). Tendency to discolor noted after 
only few hundred miles. 

Trunk lid, which opens by simply turn- 
ing key in lock, has a built-in surprise; 
it opens with a vengeance akin to a jack- 
in-the-box! Unless you are aware of this, 
you can lose a tooth or 2. We tried 3 other 
decklids—all the same. 


How did it hold up? In order to ade- 
quately test the performance of any car, it 
is necessary to push it far beyond normal 
driving limits. The 56 Ford was no ex- 
ception; nothing came unbuttoned, and, 
except for a few rattles in door and hood, 
the car withstood the test without a mur- 
mur of protest. 


Servicing: Servicing will certainly be no 
easier this year. Power equipment makes 
even a slight adjustment a major under- 
taking. Like the 55 model, the hood won’t 
open wide enough to get out of the way. 
An additional 6 inches of opening would 


alleviate some of the feeling of being 
crowded (see photo on page 52). 


Summing up: Ford does not intend to 
stand by and let competition take over. 
This car is double-barreled presentation in 
that not only should it be a very saleable 
package, but Ford, more than any other 
manufacturer, has sparkplugged a safety 
program which is gaining national mo- 
mentum. Their recessed steering wheel, 
safety belts, padded dash, and sun visors 
should go a long way toward reducing 
accident injury and fatalities in the speed 
range where most fatal accidents occur— 
under 45 mph. MT’s test crew felt safer 
when using this equipment, and it was 
surprising how soon we got in the habit 
of fastening our safety belts every time 
we got in the car. We like ’em. 
—John Booth 

PRICES of various Ford modeis and accessories are 
listed on page 53, along with performance and 


specification data. This information will appear on 
such a single page in succeeding ‘56 road tests. 
















and who prefer the cush- 
ioned comfort of a conven- 
tional sedan for their daily 


transportation. Peter Lim 
(1269 So. Windsor Blvd., 
Los Angeles) did some- 


thing about the predica- 
ment of such people. Here 
it is, and it serves admira- 
bly as a truck or shortish 
camp bed. The Lim Pon- 
tiac remains outwardly its 
sleek self. If you're inter- 
ested, Mr. Lim wants to 
sell his excellent (pat- 
ented) invention. 


EW WILL DENY the 

utility of the increas- 
ingly popular station wag- 
on. Few will deny, also, 
that the price premium is 
a lot fatter than they 
would like it to be. Then 
there are those who need 
hauling space only rarely, 
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Here’s proof that 


a simple $2.49 


can double the life 


of your engine! 


F you're smart enough to be reading 
this automotive magazine you 
don’t need any bright little lessons from 
us on what acids and steel splinters do to 
your car engine. They murder it, period. 
But could it be you think you've got 
them licked? 
Don’t you believe it. If you're depend- 
ing on clean new motor oil with anti- 
acid properties—don’t forget that even 
the best additives poop themselves out 
in two or three hundred miles. Then 
Old Mr. Sulphuric goes back to work. 
And that new filter? Are you depending 
on that to catch those knife-edged shreds 
of steel that lie waiting on the floor of 
your crankcase? Don’t do it . . . don’t 
do it. 
Don’t take our word, either. After all, 
we're selling and you're buyin 
your money. 
Just look at the facts: 

Fact 1: Neutra-plug is an oil purifier 
that you just screw in as a replacement 
for the crankcase drain plug the next 
time you change your oil. 
Fact 2: Neutra-plug’s active magnesi- 
um element neutralizes all dangerous 
engine acids, halting corrosion. 
Fact 3: Neutra-plug’s powerful Alnico 
magnet snaps up steel grit particles and 
holds them in a death grip. 









Regular full-size active element with Alnico 
magnet attached rigidly to drain plug. Equal 
to or better than any neutralizer on the 
market, selling for as much as $2.95 
(except our own De Luxe model). 


” Standard NEUTRA-PLUG 
only és 95 
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device 
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Fact 4: De Luxe Neutra-plug is the 
only neutralizer on the market with a 
double-size active element for double 
efficiency. 

Fact 5: De Luxe Neutra-plug’s 200 
pound ¢ test cable gives a magnetic pickup 
arei 22 times that of any other purifier. 


DELUXE NEUTRA-PLUG 


200 ak test cable gives 22 times greater 
magnetic pickup area. 


. Powerful Alnico Magnet traps more steel 
3 


grit particles. 
The only neutralizer with a giant, doubie- 
size element. 





Fact 6: Neutra-plug immediately starts 
to work to knock out carbon and sludge, 
get rings, valves and plugs back in top 
shape and starts your engine on a couple 
of extra lives. 

PROOF: You could come and see our 
letters and affidavits, but you'd still won- 
der if Neutra-plug would really work on 


your Car. 








Why wonder, when you can test it your- 
self—if it doesn’t do what we say, we're 
the boys who get hurt. 

LET US STICK OUR NECK OUT! 
The proof is easy. Install either a Stand- 
ard or De Luxe Neutra-plug in your car. 
Any time within the next two months, 
pull the spark plugs and give them a 
look. Cleaned up? Check the Neutra- 
plug. See the nice beard of steel shav- 
ings—nice to have them on the magnet 
instead of your cylinder walls. Rate your 
gas mileage and pickup. 

You're the judge. If you don’t agree with 
us that Neutra-plug will double the re- 
maining life of your engine, drop Neu- 
tra-plug in an envelope and send it back. 
We'll send you full refund, plus postage, 
plus a written apology suitable for fram- 
ing. 

Believe us, we hardly get any back, 
which is another reason why you're 
pretty certain to be doing the right thing 
if you... 


MAIL THE COUPON BELOW! 


OPPORTUNITY for dealers and jobbers. 
Get on the hardwacon now! Join one of the fastest 
prow ng dealer-jobber networks. 
Help us fill the huge cemand for this new fast-selling 
automotive oroduct Write for full. details today! 


== ee ee eee ee ee 
ENGINE PRODUCTS MFG. CO., Dept. 447 
5801 E. Beverly Bivd., Los Angeles 22, Calif. 
| Gentlemen: Please rush my Neutra-plug under your | 
Money Back Guarantee. 











J Send $2.45 De Luxe NEUTRA-PLUG j 
(J Send $1.95 Standard NEUTRA-PLUG 
~] Full price enclosed, ship postpaid i 
[] Ship C.0.D., | will pay postage 

B car maxe MODEL year__ 
|. Name. 
Address. Zone. 

{ City State. 
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‘56 Rambler Road Test 


any gain, actually made for poorer times. 


Braking: Excellent is the word for the 
Rambler’s brakes. MT’s exacting new 12- 
stop fade test scarcely bothered them at 
all. After the 6th stop just a little more 
pedal pressure was required. On the 8th 
stop there was slight uneven pull but on 
the 9th and 10th stops, where very slight 
fade set in, pull disappeared. On the 11th 
and 12th stops the brakes made a fine 
recovery with only the barest fade, slightly 
harder pedal pressure, and no swerve 
whatsoever. Pedal travel and response 
were excellent thruout the test and there 
was never any difficulty in maintaining a 
15-feet-per-second* deceleration rate from 
60 mph (in neutral). There was vir- 
tually no worry about the brakes returning 
to normal since they never veered far 
enough from norm to cause any worry. 
In a panic stop (all-out deceleration 
just short of wheel lock) the Rambler 
came to a smooth, straight halt in just over 
150 feet—this matching last year’s figure 
despite slight added weight in 56. 


Roadability: Being “pushed” on straights 
by a much larger car on the way to a test 
site, Rambler felt quite secure compared 
to the way said big car mushed thru the 
turns in which we gained a half-dozen car 
lengths, much to our satisfaction. 

A slight tendency to nose into turns 
quickly and lose traction over rough spots 
was Offset by the car’s ability to recover 
just as quickly from any trouble that de- 
veloped; unfortunately, power to the 
wheels doesn’t lend much of a hand in 
drift recovery. Responsive, accurate steer- 
ing, lack of overall bulk imparted feeling 
of good driver control. 

Rambler’s wider treads, change in steer- 
ing geometry (23 to | overall steering 
ratio in ‘55, 22 to 1 ratio for 56), and 
altered suspension account for new feel. 
(Where older Ramblers were prone to 
drift over the white line on normal high- 
way curves taken at over 60, new car is 
much easier to keep in your own lane.) 
Pitching in tight turns or sharp dips is 
nearly nil; credit an equal spring rate 
for front and rear suspension (front sus- 
pension is same layout as before, but has 
revised elements ). 

Altho Rambler power is such that 
wheel spin and rear-end squat on takeoffs 
aren't bothersome, torque-tube drive (see 
photo) keeps available power within its 
limits. Aside from allowing use of 4 coil 
springs (the major target in the change- 
over), torque-tube drive also eliminates 
squeaking leaf springs, keeps all drive- 


train linkage protected from the elements, 


lessens maintenance. 


Ride: Judging from its acceptable roada- 
bility, one would be likely to label the 
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Rambler's ride overly firm; it isn’t. Ram- 
bler ride can hold its own with other cars 
in the low-priced group. It took all kinds 
of road surfaces, not in cushiony fashion 
but with a minimum of vibration or dis- 
comfort. At high speed a bad dip resulted 
in only a slight lunge on the Rambler’s 
part; the front-seat passenger didn’t bump 
his head despite the very low roof, and 
there was not an uncomfortable amount 
of rebound. 

On sharp curves the Rambler leans 
some but not enough to make it necessary 
for the passengers to hang on. Only on a 
very severe curving washboard road did 
the car lose its composure enough to cause 
uncomfortable body vibrations. But all in 
all, the riding qualities deserve plaudits. 


WHAT THE CAR IS LIKE 
TO LIVE WITH 


Riding in the front seat: Like the owners 
of all American Motors products, Rambler 
devotees will tell you that they like the 
front reclining seats—we do, too. These 
reclining seats, coupled with the "56 car’s 
improved headroom and shoulder room, 
make for new-found comfort for the front- 
seat passengers. 

In addition, passengers enjoy a stable 
ride with almost no tendency to slide 
around. There’s no disturbing lurch on 
fast takeoffs or shifts—new torque-tube 
drive is a strong contributor here. The test 
car had no heater but anyone familiar with 
American Motors’ heating systems will 
gladly let them rest on their laurels. We 
paid special attention to the center win- 
dow seals, found no drafts or leaks. 


Riding in the rear seat: There’s just 
adequate headroom. Passengers will find 
that visibility out the side window is 
aided by the reverse slant of the rear 
cornerposts, but still not greenhouse qual- 
ity. Legroom in the rear seat is just roomy 
enough, and front seat doesn’t move back 
far enough to cramp toe room. The seats 
are of average softness and rear-seat pas- 
sengers aren't likely to feel too many 
bumps, altho they’ll hear them. 


ECONOMY AND EASE OF 
MAINTENANCE 


Fuel economy: Rambler has paid for 
even its modest increase in horsepower 
and performance with decreased fuel econ- 
omy, but even at that, prudent drivers will 
get well over 20 miles per gallon on the 
highway, and above-average mileage in 
town—nothing to be unhappy about. 
Rambler, regardless of transmission or 
axle choice, rates as a top family-size 
economy car. 


Is the car put together well? Rambler's 
new assembly line (with only Ramblers 
being produced on it, rather than a variety 
of cars) is undoubtedly partly responsible 
for the good workmanship on new models. 


Good fits on body panels and trim (inside 
and out), much better than average finish, 
and general attention to details was par- 
ticularly remarkable in view of early con- 
struction of this all-new model. Test car 
and cars we looked over at press preview 
(in Wisconsin) indicate construction and 
finish equal to past, well-built Ramblers. 


How did it hold up? As mentioned, en- 
gineering car tested by MT already had 
some rough proving ground mileage on 
it, but apparently with no adverse effect. 
No rattles or malfunctions were apparent 
when we picked up the car—there were 
none during our test. Shift lever swivelled 
in its mounting after our hard use, 
shouldn’t be expected to do this under 
typical owner's care. 


Servicing: New Rambler should go down 
in latter-day automotive history as one of 
the easiest cars to work on. If you're a 
do-it-yourself fan or garage mechanic, 
you'll appreciate elbow room galore under 
Rambler’s hood. Smallish in-line 6 rests 
in space big enough for any kind of ex- 
ternal repair without complication. All 
normal service components are readily 
available, valve adjustment is a cinch 
compared to old L-head design, dis- 
tributor, plugs, intake and exhaust mani- 
fold are easy to get at. Air-conditioned cars, 
of course, will require a little more time 
in the shop because of the plumbing and 
imposing array of fixtures that can get in 
the mechanic’s way. 


Summary: Rambler needs little more than 
its new-type styling appeal to increase its 
sales. It has all the attributes of a desirable, 
low-cost car: economy, enough room for 
family use, a variety of comfort-conveni- 
ence options, and models ranging from 
pure utility to luxury. 

Safety-wise, Ramblers have as their basic 
pitch (aside from safety doorlocks, option- 
al seatbelts) unit construction. According 
to Meade F. Moore, A-M’s vice president 
of engineering, this constitutes built-in, 
not “hung on” safety. “The engineering of 
safety into passenger cars is primarily a 
process of fundamental design, beginning 
with basic body structure . . .” says Moore. 
Construction, then, is A-M’s prime offer- 
ing in this all-important year of safety 
campaigns, and they’ve had this since ’38! 

The other prime effort is to sell the 
Rambler (as we interpreted it in 54) as 
a car “in a class by itself.” It looks more 
grown-up this year (tho we're personally 
sorry to see the 100-inch wheelbase 2-door 
fall by the wayside), and regardless of 
model or options, it’s unique in that it’s 
our smallest-wheelbase 4-door sedan. Its 
features are just different enough from 
other cars in its price class to draw more 
and more people into Nash and Hudson 


showrooms. 
—Al Kidd and Jim Lodge 


PRICES of Rambler models & accessories, not avail- 
able as we went to press, will appear soon in MT. 
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Lube 
while you 
ride 


AN YOU TELL THE DIFFERENCE in 
riding quality, quietness and steering ease 
after your car has been freshly lubricated? 
Then how would you like to have the car 
feel that way a// the time? That's one of 
the advantages of the Multi-Luber (see April 
‘55 MT), an automatic chassis lubricator. 
Once available only as optional equip- 
ment on Lincolns and Mercurys, Multi-Luber 
is now offered by the manufacturer, Lin- 
coln Engineering Co., St. Louis 20, Mo., for 
54 and later Fords and ‘55 and later Chevro- 
lets with ball-joint suspension. 

To recognize the unit's benefit, you have 
to appreciate your car’s need for bearing 
lubrication. Even under ideal weather con- 
ditions, the effect of a lube job can wear 
off as early as 250 miles, and under ex- 
treme conditions, a lube job can lose some of 
its effectiveness after 25 or 50 miles, accord- 
ing to a report given to the Society of Auto- 
motive Engineers (SAE) by a spokesman for 
a major oil company. 

With a Multi-Luber, you can have a 
full front-end grease job as often as you 
like (once a day, or every 50 miles is recom- 
mended) by pushing a button on the dash- 
board of your car. You may even want to 
touch the button every time you splash 
through a deep puddle or bounce down a 
dirt road. 

What happens when you push the but- 
ton? A vacuum-actuated piston moves down 
through a measuring chamber, supplying a 
specific amount of lubricant to individual 
ports within the cylinder, the nylon feed 
lines, and finally to the car’s grease fittings. 
The number of open ports in the piston de- 
pends on the grease fittings served by the 
Multi-Luber. (A single pump unit can 
handle 12 at maximum; the ’55 Chevrolet 
installation shown here required 9.) If a 
hose or grease fitting is damaged, you lose 
only the charge going thru that line. The 
plunger then seals it off. 

As the plunger completes its 
stroke cycle, it meets a contact switch which 
lights an indicator next to the pushbutton. 
The whole operation requires just 3 to 5 
seconds (18 to 20 in zero weather), and 
your car is greased. 

And installation is as simple as the de- 
scription of the lubricating cycle. Step-by-step, 
illustrated instructions tailored to your car 
cut installation time down to about 2 hours 
(even less for servicemen experienced in 
Multi-Luber installation). 


single- 





Altho the Multi-Luber can be a do-it- 
yourself project, you can pay a flat-rate fee 
and make it a “while-you-wait” project. 

In kit form, the Multi-Luber includes 
vinyl-covered feed lines  pre-fitted with 
couplers which fit over your present grease 
fittings. (A coupler is on permanently once 
its C-ring snaps over the fitting head; an 
inner rubber packing seals the joint against 
leakage and the elements. 

Here are the steps taken by a Lincoln 
Engineering serviceman who installed the 
unit as we looked on: 

The Multi-Luber pump unit is Ist bolted 
to the car’s frame rail. The feed-line harness 
is routed according to directions, and fas- 
tened with harness clamps and straps sup- 
plied. Following numbers on the diagrammed 
direction sheet, the feed-lines are pushed onto 
the correct grease fittings with pliers. (Lines 
are pre-cut to proper length, numbered to 
correspond to the grease fittings. ) 

With the lines connected (A), the dash 
panel unit is installed with  seif-tapping 
screws, and the vacuum hose, indicator light 
and wires are connected. (Vacuum is taken 
from the windshield wiper hose, or from 
the intake manifold. ) 

Next, the lubricant can is screwed onto a 
bracket attached to the radiator crossbrace 
(B) or inner-fender sheet metal (depend- 
ing on the car), the can is attached to the 
pump unit via a clear plastic hose, then 
punctured with its own dipstick, and you're 
ready for your first automatic lube job (C). 

In case you’re wondering how the auto- 
matic chassis luber will affect grease-job sales, 
remember that a lube-rack’s major function 
is to let the serviceman sell service, replace- 
ment parts, accessories and safety. He'll still 
be doing this when he changes your crank- 
case oil and greases other chassis points. 
(How much will he charge you for mis- 
cellaneous lubrication that the Multi-Luber 
misses? Estimates run from $1 to $1.25— 
still lower than most hand-lube jobs.) 

Now that the Multi-Luber is adaptable 
to more cars and within the reach of more 
people than ever before, its initial cost, 
of course, is down. (The number of grease 
fittings on most cars makes the unit pro- 
hibitive, cost-wise, for more than a dozen 
grease fittings call for a 2-pump unit to 
complete service on the front-end.) 

Can an automatic chassis luber pay for 
itself? That can be analyzed by any pros- 
pective buyer. One can of Multi-Luber 








lubricant will last for about 250 or more 
“shots” in average use. Even if you use it 
more than once a day, that’s a lot of lube 
jobs out of a can that costs about $1, de- 
pending on prices in your locale and taxes. 
Now count up the cost of old-fashioned lube 
jobs—at the rate you should have them. 

Need further argument? Look at the rec- 
ords of a St. Louis freight line with trailers 
equipped with Multi-Lubers. This outfit saves 
over $100 a year per trailer in reduced main- 
tenance costs; and they can add to this the 
time saved by not having to pay for off-the- 
road time used by maintenance layoffs and 
lube jobs. 

A Midwest oil company equipped its 
tractors and trailers with Multi-Lubers and 
estimated $1500 per year savings in lube 
job cost alone. 

There’s always this element: If it does 
your heart good to push a button and show 
your friends how the light goes on when 
your car is greased, it'll benefit your car 
an equal amount with every demonstration. 
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SOUVENIR 
PROGRAMS 


from 6th Annual 
International 


MOTOR REVUE 


Management of the 
World Famous Motor 
Revue, has made avail- 

able for general public sale, 
a limited number of souvenir programs. 
Beautifully illustrated to graphically display 
scores of cars in the show, this program will 
make a wonderful addition to your pictorial 
collection of cars. 

Send 25¢ in coin to 

Motor Revue, 5959 aeeee Bivd. 















los Angeles 28, Ca’ 


Rims BALLARD hoe? 


IF YOU WANT STABILIZED STEERING, LESS TIRE WEAR, LESS RATTLE » 
AND A PERMANENT CURE FOR LOOSE IDLER ARMS, WEALONE HAVE § 

















JOB SO WELL. WRITE F¢ ER A 
MODEL AND YEAR. DISTRIBUTORS AND DEALERS NEEDED EVER Y WHERE. 


2 is price $275 x B and 5 Specialty Company 
ped Prepod, 






Everywhere] i718 HAWTHORNE # =* * * HOUSTON © TEXAS 











RAMCOTE Flexible Finishes 
for Leather and Vinyl-Plastics 


Restore original | color and texture to 
your car Or change color! 
Easily applied. No crack or peel. Wash- 
able, fadeproof, preserves, protects. 
Write for FREE color chart. 1141 W. 69th 
St., Chicago 21, Hl. 


TRY IT FREE! 



















Gale Hall’s Sensational Zee 


MILE-O-METER Caezom 


Yes — the new Mile-G-Meter is so outstanding that 
we want you fo try it at our risk! See for yourself how 
the amazing “rotating dial” is scientifically calibrated 
to show actual miles-per-gallon for any make of car 
while you drive ... see how you can save up to 1 
gallon out of every 4... how the new Mile-O-Meter 
keeps a constant check on engine condition, warns of 
impending engine troubles, and is a “must” for engine 
tune-up! Easy to install on any dash — no holes to 
drill! Get yours today! 

$14.95 (3'2" dia.) $9.95 (22 dia.) 
Both models illuminated for night driving. 


“AUTO REPAIR KINKS”... 224 
ent pages and 100's of illustrations 
wit on money-saving tips on tune- 
evel se up and trouble-shooting! A sen- 
eve sational $2.00 value! 
TIC eae e eee ey aT 


Send me . Mile-O-Meter 

Gea! cyanea | want the ( ) $14.95 

) $9.95 model, and prefer the 
saeco purchase method: 

CT] I'd like to save money and get my free 
224-Page Book, too! Here is my check or money 

order for $ . In return, you will pay all postage 

and handling, and I'll get the $2 value “AUTO 

REPAIR KINKS” free! | understand that | can get an 

immediate refund by returning my purchase within 

7 days. 

Cl Send C.0.D. Same $2 value FREE “AUTO 
REPAIR KINKS" and money-back guarantee! 
Send on 7-day “free trial” basis. No money 
enclosed. (Add 50c for postage, insurance and 
handling.) 








f 
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B Address 
& City State 


J GALE HALL ENGINEERING, INC. 
&@ Dept. MT1-6 NORTH HAMPTON, N. H. 
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continued from page 11 


Spotlight on Detroit 


to rate Willys as 2nd best of all cars 
tested in 1952. 


WHAT HAPPENED? The problem in 
marketing the Aero was lack of the 
right kind of dealer organization. With 
few exceptions, Willys dealers were 
truck and implement specialists; yet sales 
manager Lyman Slack brought in new 
city dealers and sales started to roll. 


THEN CAME THE PURCHASE of 
Willys, lock and barrel, by Kaiser. Some 
say the Aero, not the Jeep, as widely 
publicized, was the real bait in this 
transaction, and point to the fact that 
the Henry J had not lived up to sales 
expectations. In any case, many Kaiser 
dealers were talking about handling the 
Aero 6 months before the sale was con- 
summated, so there seems to be some 


basis to such gossip. Due partially to 
the then current and unfavorable pub- 
licity involving Kaiser and the RFC, 
Kaiser dealers were having trouble with 
credit lines (an industry term meaning 
the essential dealer practice of financing 
or “floor-planning” a car in stock ). Wil- 
lys dealers inherited this problem. 


NO MATTER HOW GOOD, a mass- 
produced car cannot be sold in profit- 
able quantities without a strong dealer 
organization keyed to that one goal. 
Trucks (and Jeeps) are secondary busi- 
ness to a passenger car dealer. Edgar 
Kaiser of necessity chose the secondary 
business, and is doing very well at it. 
(Total Willys production of 4-wheel- 
drive Jeeps, Jeep trucks, station wagons 
and other utility vehicles now stands at 
950,000 units, 550,000 of them builc 
since 1945.) Business, like poker, is a 
combination of luck and skill. Even the 
best player can have bad luck 





a7. ™« underhood 


HEER NEGLECT is one reason why so 

many cars are not adequately greased. The 
seemingly trivial inconvenience of putting 
a car on a grease rack and waiting a few 
minutes for the job to be completed seems 
to be the difference between a quiet-running 
chassis and one that becomes a “dog” in a 
couple of years. 

The central greasing system, made by 
Forster Brothers (90 E. Lanark Ave., 
Lanark, Ill.), makes it hard for even the 
most lackadaisical owner to neglect proper 
greasing of his car. 

Nearly all chassis grease fittings are ex- 
posed to grit, sand, water, etc. Small as 
these openings are, certain amounts of grit 
and dirt find their way into the grease 
fittings and are then forced onto bearing 
surfaces by well-intended shots of grease 
when the chassis is lubed. The central greas- 
ing system practically eliminates contamina- 
tion problems with a plastic-covered header- 
block located under the hood on the firewall 






\ GREASE 
, RACK 


and a <eries of special high-pressure flexible 
hoses extended to each point of lubrication. 

The central location enables any owner to 
give his car a grease job at his convenience 
right in his own backyard with an ordinary 
hand-operated grease gun. 

The Forster Central Greasing System is 
sold thru Chevrolet and Ford dealers only. 
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We'd like to change this German car's name. No giant, the Goliath packs a mighty wallop: its 
2-cylinder, 2-cycle engine comes with real Bosch fuel injection. Sorry, it's not for import now 


Goliath - 


or David? 





GUNTHER MOLTER 





BIG FAMILY ? 
eheck this one 


HE CHECKER CAB 

Manufacturing Corp., 
specialists in metered 
transportation for 30 
years, has come up with 
its Ist all-new taxi in 
many a moon. Even more 
interesting, they plan 
later this year to make 
a passenger car version 























- famous Autosphere Corp. PERFOMETER 


“aus FREE TRIAL” 


BARGAIN OFFER! 


PERFC)METER 


and other nationally-advertised items 


AT LESS THAN WHOLESALE PRICES! 


It’s our business to bring you sensational automotive 

bargains on ‘‘FREE TRIAL” . AND THIS IS ONE OF 
OUR BEST! See for yourself ‘at our risk... “road 
test’’ your own car with any or all of these fabulcus 
bargains for seven full days! If you’re not 100% 
satisfied, send the instruments back and the desl’s 
off! No strings attached. 












Th ds sold by facture r 
at $27.95! ‘This Lnulens “dash- 
board dynamometer’ completely 
pooces ACTUAL ROAD HORSE- 
POWER WHEEL ALIGNMENT, 
BRAKE ‘CONDITION, and 101 other 
important tests! Original car- 
tons, everything included. No 
holes to drill. . . fits all cars! 


nationally 
advertised at $ 27.95 our price only $995 


Gale Hall Engineering MILE-O-METER 
Install this famous instrument on 
your dash — khow how many miles- 
per-gallon you're getting as you 
drive — know the condition of your 
engine — avoid breakdowns — save 
gallons of gas in every tankful! 
















No_holes to drill — fits all cars! 
STANDARD sold everywhere 
SS TS only $4.98 
DELUXE sold everywhere 
eae only $7.95 





PRECISION COMPRESSION GAUGES 


Ultra-sensitive movements, stub-type handle. 


1 AGB yet-matic Gp JET-Matic EST-MASTER 
we (334” dia.) HEAVY-DUTY (44%4” dia.) 
dealer price (3%4” dia.) — ae 


. ; was $9.50 $ ' 
Noniy $2.98 _only $3.98 only $4.98 


or —— a 
FUEL P TESTER 
Engine AB... ‘se — 34 different 
tests — (342” dia.) 


was $11.70 only $4.98 















TEST-X PNEUMATIC ENGINE TESTERS 
Invaluable for trouble-shooting 
checks valves, rings, etc. 































(available thru the Kalamazoo, Mich., factory TEST-X Regular model (4” dia.), 
2 aa aa : Sa acted ST gt aa. 
only ) to any citizen who desires a super-rugged TEST.X orl duty (4” dia), 
-passenger sedan that is one inch longer than a eed only $4.48 
current Ford. 
. i. Cham: 
Power comes from a Continental-made, 226- $ + a Ne enol 


a ‘scientifically pro- 
duced to replace natural cham- 
ois, that lets you wash your 
car to perfection quickly and 


cubic-inch 6, essentially the same as used by 
Kaiser except for taxicab modifications. A new 
day is dawning for cabbies who get one of the | e 

: ee ¢ ar " ; ‘ 22 — Nothing like it any- 
deluxe models (called Driv-Er-Matic Spécials). WO yer go where! 


Standard equipment on them includes a Borg- NOTE: ALL PRICES PLUS 40c POSTAGE AND 
ANOLING F FOR EACH ITEM 

















eT > 
. oy erica one terrific! 
Wow! Send me the instruments whose 
numbers I've circled below — 


I've checked the purchase plan 
| prefer. 


. 2. 2 So eee 


| WANT TO SAVE EVEN MORE AND GET THE 

FREE CHAMY, TOO! Enclosed is my check 
or money order for REPS | under- 
stand you will absorb all postage and 
handling charges, and that you will send me 
the 0 Chamy-Skim absolutely FREE! 
| understand too, that | can get an immedi- 
ate refund by returning any or all of the 
items within 7 days of date of receipt. 
oO Send C.0.D. Same $1.50 FREE Chamy-Skim 

and money-back guarantee! 

Send on “free trial’ basis. No money en- 

closed. (add postage and handling.) 





Warner automatic trans- 
mission (similar to 
Studebaker’s), power 
brakes, power steering, 
a 4-way electric driver's 
seat, and even an elec- 
trically operated rear 
window. These sell for 
$2206 (less taxes) at 
factory, while the stand- 


ard model goes _ for | anne 

$1805, a cut of over $600. Nor is that the whole story: operating costs are about 14 cents | eget Se ey Ge eo 

a mile. Interiors are super rugged, with heavy-duty seat springs, thick and waterproof plastic | bn Re tee ye air aa ae 
| ED cccnarcrccanssrassscccncedscoecusiosconabegi TE 


upholstery. All 4 fenders are removable in minutes. Curved structural members form the 

body’s interior. The battery is in the trunk and the engine can be serviced from in front. NEW ENGLAND SURPLUS SALES CO. 8 
iF a , ; : DEPT. MT 1-6 NEWBURYPORT, MASS. & 

The partition makes possible a dream of ours: to ride serenely in front, shut off from the kids. | Sm. 5 © Oe oe 
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N ITS FIRST SERIOUS RACING 

CHALLENGE at Darlington’s South- 
ern 500, Ford barely fell short of the 
country’s biggest stock-car racing prize 
when Joe Weatherly’s Ford crashed with 
victory in sight. Since that time Ford’s 
racing record has been spotty, but the big 
300-mile race at Arkansas’ Memphis-Ark 
Speedway was selected as the next all-out 
Ford effort. In addition to top Darlington 
performers Weatherly and Curtis Turner, 
Ford had old AAA hands Johnny Mantz 
and Chuck Stevenson lined up for the 
Memphis race. And, apparently not trust- 
ing the dice, E. C. Kiekhaefer faded him- 
self by etnering a new Ford (with Speedy 
Thompson as the driver) along with his 
usual Chrysler 300s. Against Weatherly, 
Turner, Mantz, and Stevenson, Thompson 
seemed like an outside choice at best, but 
long before the name drivers were forced 
out of the race with mechanical troubles, 
outsider Thompson was looking like an 
insider. As the afternoon wore on it be- 
came more and more of a one-man show 
as Thompson drove the competition off 
the 114-mile Memphis banks to win going 
away. And the Ford smile broadened 
from a smirk to an outright grin when 
Marvin Panch barreled across the finish 
line to place 2nd in another Ford. Jim 
Massey’s Chevy was 3rd, then came Tim 
and Bob Flock in the Kiekhaefer 300s, and 
Buck Baker in still another Ford. With 
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Mercedes-Benz 300-SLR driven by Peter Collins of the winning Moss-Collins team during the 39th Targa Florio 


this big one under his belt, winner Thomp- 
son, with his star still in its proper ascend- 
ancy, jumped into a Chrysler 300 and 
ran off with a 100-mile race at Martins- 
ville, Va. But after all of the shouting had 
died down Tim Flock quietly won the 
Grand National Championship as ex- 
pected when he took his 18th Ist place of 
the year at Hillsboro, N.C. Flock’s win 
gives the Kiekhaefer stable hard-earned 
stock-car championships in both AAA 
(clinched earlier by Frank Mundy) and 
NASCAR circuits ... As the popularity of 
Volkswagens grows in the United States 
so does the membership in the relatively 
new VW Auto Club of U.S. With a steady 
flow of new members beating a path to its 
door (Box 13, Fordham Station, New 
York 58) the 180-member national group 
is ready to accept local chapters, expects 
a membership of 250 by the time you read 
this item . .. In an attempt to comply 
with new government-imposed safety reg- 
ulations, France’s Automobile Club de 
L’Ouest has asked for a loan of some 
$700,000 for improvements at the Le 
Mans _ circuit. Among the proposed 
changes: a high (about 4 feet) concrete 
wall to protect spectators, a new pit area 
off the main circuit, new grandstands 
farther from the track, widening the road 
where this year’s costly accident occurred 
... A new NASCAR ruling makes it im- 
possible for a factory to announce last- 





by Al Kidd 


Sports Editor 


Racing fans will miss 

a star... Background 
to Ford racing hopes in 
"56... NASCAR moves 
against phony stockers 


minute options before a big race. The rule 
says that new extra-horsepower equipment 
may not be used in late-model races until 
its specifications have been on file at 
NASCAR headquarters for 45 days... 
On identically marked courses and with 
telegraph keys flashing times and positions 
back and forth, the Okinawa Sports Car 
Club took on the Tokyo Sports Car Club 
in the Far East’s (or possibly the world’s ) 
lst telegraphed sports-car meet. Next pro- 
posed step: a 4-way remote match to in- 
clude the similar clubs in Honolulu and 
Hong Kong. All of the clubs involved 
are made up of U.S. military personnel 
and civilians . . . The last year that any- 


thing but an Offenhauser-powered car won 
the Indianapolis 500 was 1946, in the Ist 





The 4 Mercedes-Benz cars take the lead immediately 
after the start on the steep curve of the new Monza 
circuit. No. 18, in front, is Fangio; No. 16, in 2nd 
and in the news as always, is Englishman Stirling Moss 
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ONG BEFORE the AAA announced 
that this would be its last season of 
automobile racing, the 55 circuit looked 
like the costliest that anyone could re- 
member. By the time the final 100-mile 
championship race of the year (Nov. 6) 
at Phoenix, Ariz., rolled around, 5 drivers 
had died. All were name AAA stars— 
Larry Crockett, Mike Nazaruk, Manuel 
Ayulo, Bill Vukovich, Jerry Hoyt. Un- 
doubtedly the AAA hoped to bow out at 
Phoenix on a peaceful note, but the fates 
just wouldn’t have it that way. After 84 
laps of the Bobby Ball memorial race, one 


of the country’s fastest and _best-liked 
drivers—Jack McGrath—went into an 
uncontrollable spin, his car flipped, and 
he was killed. Victories in both of his 
favorite stamping grounds, the Indian- 
apolis 500-mile race (where he was a 
perennial favorite), and the AAA Na- 
tional Championship Circuit, somehow 
eluded young (35) McGrath. He will be 
best remembered for his tremendous quali- 
fying dashes at Indianapolis, climaxed this 
year by a new lap record of 143.793. The 
ironic ending—he had decided to quit 
dirt-track racing after this “last” -race. 





At the Memphis-Ark Speedway—Speedy Thompson's ‘56 Ford (No. 297) pulls away from Bob Flock’s Chrysler 300 


race after the war. The car, driven by the 
late George Robson, used a 6-cylinder 


Sparks engine. The owner was recent 
plane crash victim Joel Thorne . . . With 
the Grand Prix championship already 


tucked away, Mercedes-Benz went all out 
in its last chance to beat out Ferrari for 
the world’s sports-car racing champion- 
ship. The last chance was Sicily’s histori- 
cally tortuous Targa Florio. Mercedes’ 
new all British team of Stirling Moss and 
Peter Collins did the trick by winning the 
event on a 300-SLR at a record-breaking 
60-mph average. Fangio and Kling were 
2nd and Castelloti and Manzon (on Fer- 
rari) 3rd. The final world’s championship 
points: Mercedes 24, Ferrari 23, Jaguar 
16... Safety was much in evidence at 
the Darlington 500 this year in the per- 
son of Cornell’s Alvin Smith, who made 
a careful check of safety items on the com- 
peting cars. Before the race his biggest 
complaint was inadequately braced roll- 
over bars. Most other troubles were with 
seatbelts—in some cases the fastenings 
were rusty or insecure, in others oily or 
worn webbing reduced their strength be- 
low the safe point. With these shortcom- 
ings corrected a post-race inspection of all 
cars involved in accidents showed that 
all safety equipment had remained intact. 
The overall result: no fatalities despite 
several serious accidents ... When Tom- 
my Hinnershitz finished 2nd to Duane 
Carter in Williams Grove’s Horn-Schindler 
Memorial Race he earned enough points 


to make him history’s last AAA Eastern 
Sprint Car Champion. The °55 title cou- 
pled with the ones he won in ’49-’52 also 
makes Reading’s legendary Flying Dutch- 
man the only 5-time winner of the coveted 
crown ... With the powerboating season 
at an end, point totals show that the De- 
troit-owned Gold Cup winner Gale V is 
55 APBA unlimited class champion. A 
strong finish by Guy Lombardo’s Tempo 
VII gave the bandleader’s boat number 2 
spot. Meanwhile Seattle, smarting from 
its 1st Gold Cup loss in 5 years, is trying 
to assure the city a major regatta in 56 by 
offering a $25,000 purse for its August 
Seafair race At Hagerstown, Md., 
Sherwood Johnson and Phil Hill squared 
off again in the Fairchild National 
Sports-Car Races. Biggest prize was the 
100-mile President’s Cup Race and this 
time it was all Johnson as he drove Briggs 
Cunningham’s D Jaguar to a convincing 
victory averaging 87.9 mph. Hill with the 
Monza Ferrari was 2nd and last year’s 
winner Bill Spear on a 3-liter Maserati 
settled for 3rd . . . By winning 11 straight 
feature races toward the end of the season 
Bobby’Grim earned enough points to win 
his lst IMCA speedway car championship, 
beating out Marvin Pifer and Jim Mc- 
Whitney The Contest Committee 
of the United States Auto Club  suc- 
ceeds the Contest Board of the American 
Automobile Association as the governing 
body of automobile racing in this country 


on Dec. 31, 1955. 





JACK CANIPE 





Ms 


The late Jack McGrath 


what’s 


coming up? 





december 
5-11, BAC Speed Week, Nassau, Bahamas 


january 
7-15, Auto Show, International Amphitheatre, 
Chicago 
13-Feb 5, Auto Show, Henry Ford Museum, 
Dearborn, Mich. 
20-21, SCCA Annual Meeting, Detroit 


february 
12-26, NASCAR Speedweek, Daytona Beach, 
Fla. 
22-26, Autorama, Connecticut State Armory, 
Hartford 
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WIDE WORLD 
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ice )lClU Pee 
YOUR == 
Ta\ fa leathe 


: PLASTIC 
SOFT AS Kleen 


NEW! ede 


plastic. leather 







a 
CLEANS + SOFTENS PROTECTS 
with 1 application! 


OUTSELLS ALL OTHERS 


New Leather Kleen’s 3-in-1 efficiency 
makes it easy to keep upholstery lus- 
trous and pliable! Contains saddle soap 
to CLEAN...neatsfoot oil to CONDITION 
... beeswax to PROTECT. Prevents 
cracking and fading. Highly concen- 
trated—a little lasts and lasts! 
TRY IT TODAY! 

Sold By These Fine Stores In Your City: 
Firestone Tire & Rubber, Montgomery- 
Ward, Gamble’s Western Auto, Coast to 
Coast Stores, Chris-Craft Boat Dealers, 
OR...SEND $1.00 FOR 8 OZ. CAN OF 
LEATHER KLEEN TO: 


TANNER PRODUCTS 
MAT 716 —. WASHINGTON BLVD 


LOS ANGELES 21, CALIFORNIA 










DEPT 


PORTE oe ae HRI 
Fibreglass Dechrome Kits 


Everything from Dechrom- 
ing (Metal Bonding) to 
complete car bodies. Ideal 
for rust spots. Fixes body 
denis and fender damage 
like new without leading. 


1.00 


und up. (Add 25e for 

age. No C.O.D.) 
flso $4.95 kits. Con- 
tains METALFAST 


which adheres to metal. 





F(BREGLASS-EVERCOAT CO. 
7206 Vine St. Cincinnati 16, Ohio 


SEAT BELTS 


All Nylon 


C.A.A. Approved $995 
11 colors — 
e * + ee & 6 


SUPER CHARGER 
MSCULLOUCH $2552°2 UP 
Send 25c for Sumar Catalog 


SUMAR SPEED EQUIPMENT 
109 N. 7th + C-8174 + Terre Haute, Ind. 


AUTOMOTIVE HAND CONTROLS 


FOR THE HANDICAPPED DRIVER! 
GET INDEPENDENT! STOP DEPENDING ON OTHERS! 
All chromed, strictly mechanical, Mail-Order Kit 
available for cars with automatic transmission. 
HUNDREDS IN USE. Money-back guarantee. Price 
$59.75. Give name and year of car. C.O.D. or 
postpaid. Other controls available. Write us. 
HANDICAP PRODUCTION 
Dept. 4, 7342 Cerritos, Route 1, Anaheim, Calif. 
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Bil Southworth, MT photographer-at-large, 


foind this “cleanest 3-wheeler we saw in 
Europe’ outside his hotel one rainy day in 
Brutsch, Ger. Owner was nowhere around 


ERNST WIESE | 





A car described as ‘for the middle class,” 
selling on the black market for double its 
actual price, Spanish-built David 3-wheeler 
has a 2-stroke, 350 cc, 10-hp engine above 
its single front wheel, room for 2 people 








Again, pictures must tell the story of this 
3-wheeler Southworth saw in Paris. After a 
2-hour wait for owner, Bill had to leave. 
He reported it looked homemade and gave 
it the French name of L’Oeuf (The Egg) 











Removable Plastic Tops 





i 


AUSTIN-HEALEY «¢ CORVETTE « e JAGUAR 
MG 1956 (A) « PORSCHE 


e Stainless Gutters, Chrome Hardware 
e@ Highest Quality Custom Workmanship 








e Adds the Style and Distinction 
Your Car Deserves 

e Light-weight, Easily Instailed and 
Removed 

e Large Wrap-Around Rear Windows 

@ Beautiful Fabric-Lined Interior 

write for free literature 
63 Beacon Piace, Pasadena 8, Calif. 
SYcamore 5-6200 


Nit 


COUNTRY’S LARGEST MANUFACTURER OF PLASTIC TOP 














STOP Papa, SAGGING REARS 


WT BS AIR LIFT 
E. PNEUMATIC 
SPRING BOOSTERS 


























Even new cars can get that “middle age spread” 
look! If you carry luggage, equipment, or even 
a full complement of adult passengers, your 
rear springs are screaming for help on any 
lengthy trip. 

Air Lifts fit between the leaf springs and frame. 
They inflate with air —adjust with air — giving 
exactly the right amount of support for any 
overload up to one thousand pounds. When not 
overloading, simply deflate ’em and leave ’em in 
place. Super-simple to install and factory guar- 
anteed. See your dealer or write for his name. 
FREE! . . . illustrated, tip-packed literature on 


Air Lift remedies for sagging rears. Write 
department 51. 








AIR LIFT COMPANY, Lansing, Michigan A 














FOR EXHAUST SYSTEM QUALITY AND PERFORMANCE 


PORISMAIN 


' THE ORIGINAL FIBERGLAS PACKED MUFFLER 


[Murcuers — [uas _ ffeavers 


QUALITY — TESTED AND ACCEPTED 
Defiance 22, Ohio 


DEMAND 


Arnold Haviland Company 
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“| got 6,000 extra 


miles from my tires 
...for only $2.95!” 








Tired of tires waaring out too Yi t, even with your 
wheels in balanct and front-end®p-erfectly aligned ? 
The trouble lies With ordinary frgi wheel spindle 
nuts. Tighten ong down properly a@ad the odds are 
ten to one that i cotter pin holes gion’t line up. 

. SO you either turg the nut too 
tight (and ruin you bearings), or backNt off so it’s 
actually too loos4 Result: Wheel “py” that’s 

magnified 43 times from bearing to tire “yead. 

causing “snake-trackhing; high speed wobble} exces- 
sive tire wear, mileage reducing drag, and “zi ze 1g,” 
hard-to-control steering. 


HOW MICRO-LOK SPINDLE NUTS SOLVE THE reopidy 


Install micrometric 

nut to precise 

bearing tightness. 
2) Line up slot in 

serrated locking cap 

with hole in spindle. 

Slip locking cap over 

nut and secure 

with cotter key. cs 
Unlike ordinary stock splndie nuts which have only 
6 possible settings per turn, Micro-Lok Nuts provide 
62 settings—actually over 1000 adjustments. Never 
do you have to over-tighten or back-off ... No com- 
promises needed. 
Absolute accuracy is assured! Tighten bearing nut; 
slip on the locking cap; insert cotter key... The 
holes always line up! “Snake-tracking” is eliminated 
... you get more tire mileage ... you reduce waste- 
ful friction and road drag... you get safe, straight- 
line steering again...smoother brake action... 
longer bearing and brake-lining life! 
Micro-Lok Spindle Nuts are precision machined 
from the toughest carbon steel—are 100% stronger 
and safer than old style nuts! They are easy to in- 
Stall, too... you can do it yourself in 15 minutes 
(simple instructions included). 

GET YOUR EXTRA MILES! 
Accept No Other Brand 

Micro-Lok Spindle Nuts are guaranteed for the life 
of your car! Order yours today ! ! If not 100% satis- 
fied, return within 60 days for full refund. See your 
local dealer or 


Line up they must 








2 ES tin full, ship postpata. 
adalat 


€.0,D., | will pay $2.95 plus postage charges on arrival. 





























ECHNICAL 


By the 
MT RESEARCH STAFF 


T VARIOUS TIMES there have been 
considerable discussions about dual ex- 
haust systems on cars and more particularly 
on those with V8 engines. Some 1955 mod- 
els and many more 1956 cars are now offer- 
ing dual exhausts as optional equipment, 
while lots of models feature them as standard. 
Arguments in the past against dual sys- 
tems ran all the way from the idea that they 
necessary to declarations by some 
“Detroit engineers designed the 
cars with ‘built-in’ back pressure and they 
must be left that way or the car owner will 
be courting disaster.” Actually, Detroit's rea- 
son in the past has been simple: duals cost 
more. It has been left up to the owner to 
provide his own exhaust system if he wants 
one better than the factory provides. 

Some of the pioneers of dual systems (such 
as Sandy Belond, who is known for the 
Belond Equa-Flow systems) were endowed 
with enough foresight to realize that people 
would buy dual systems because of the obvi- 
ous improvement they make in the perform- 
ance of their car. The business of manufac- 
turing and installing these systems has grown 
to a multi-million-dollar business. 

Why dual headers and tailpipes are of 
great benefit and why all but a few of De- 
troit’s ‘56 products have them can be easily 
explained. Multi-cylinder engines have over- 
lapping exhaust periods just as they have 
overlapping power periods. This causes 2 or 
more exhaust valves to be open at once. If 
these open exhaust valves are in cylinders 
adjacent to each other and use the same ex- 
haust manifold the exhaust gases will “blow 
over” from the one just beginning the ex- 
haust cycle to the one just ending its exhaust 
stroke. This of course interferes with the 
exit of burned gases from the latter, and con- 
taminates the incoming mixture. Another 
bad feature about this blow-over is that it 
overheats the exhaust valves, especially dur- 
ing full-throttle operation when pressures and 
temperatures are highest. This condition can 
be corrected in part by arranging 6-cylinder 
engines so that no 2 cylinders fire in succes- 
sion (all current Detroit-made engines are 
so arranged). In 8-cylinder engines the over- 
lapping exhaust periods collectively last even 
longer than in 6-cylinder engines. In V8s the 
firing order is also arranged so that pairs of 
cylinders won't fire in succession and most of 
the blow-over can be gotten rid of by using 
a separate manifold, muffler and tailpipe for 
each bank of cylinders. Of course, if in the 
interest of manufacturing economy the fac- 
tory installs cross-over pipes, all the afore- 
mentioned designed-in advantages vanish and 
the engine suffers loss of power, especially at 
higher speeds. Some V8s have better exhaust 
systems than others; even some models from 


weren't 
people that 
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Dual 
Exhausts 


the same manufacturer are better than others. 
Dual system makers advertise as much as 14 
to 18 per cent more power, but naturally the 
exact amount depends on how good the orig- 
inal system was to start with. 

The 6-cylinder engine does not call for the 
installation of dual headers as does the V8. 
Installing a straight-thru muffler does help, 
as it does with the V8, but custom-built ex- 
haust manifolding usually does not yield 
power increases commensurate with its cost. 

That Detroit has gone to dual exhaust sys- 
tems is not too surprising if the present 
horsepower race is kept in mind. Competition 
dictates more efficient powerplants on one 
hand and manufacturing economy dictates the 
development and refinement of those engines 
on the other to avoid the high cost of rede- 
signing and retooling. 

The advent of factory-furnished dual ex- 
haust systems may or may not spell doom for 
the independent makers of custom exhaust 
systems; our guess is that they will continue 
to prosper. The factory mufflers are quieter 
at higher speeds than most of the custom- 
built mufflers but they also produce more 
back pressure. Noise caused by improper 
driving with custom straight-thru mufflers 
has been the source of many citations for in- 
dividuals whose cars are so equipped. People 
who use discretion regarding the use of their 
custom duals seldom come to grips with the 
law because while the tone of the exhaust 
may be different it is not necessarily unpleas- 
ant, nor louder for that matter. If one can 
resist the urge to rap the pipes, the law will 
generally look the other way. 


Q. Will a crankcase-flushing job clog the 
valve lifters of my 50 Olds 88? J. St. Clam, 
Madison, Wis. 

A. It might. If you suspett your engine is 
exceptionally sludged, remove the intake man- 
ifold; then take off the valve cover and all 
else necessary to remove the hydraulic lifters. 
Also drop the oil pan. Then you can do a 
good clean-up job without risking clogged oil 
lines and serious engine damage. 

Q. What is the advantage of aluminum cyl- 
inder heads over cast iron? Neal Roberts, 
U.S.M.C. 

A. Aluminum dissipates heat much more 
quickly than iron, resulting in lower combus- 
tion chamber temperatures and better per- 
formance. 

Q. You can settle an argument if you can tell 
us the alloy that 1951 Cadillac piston pins and 
connecting rods are made of. H. Joyce, St. 
Louis, Mo. 

A. Connecting rods are 1041 steel and piston 
pins are 1045 steel. 

Q. I plan to build up a Ford V8-60 engine 
for an inboard racing boat. The block I have 
has been bored .040-inch oversize. What 
clearance should the pistons have? T. Allaire, 
Trenton, N.J. 

A. Pistons should measure .006-inch to .007- 
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PLEASE NOTE: We've been swamped! 


Over the years, MT Technical Serv- 
ice has built up such a popularity that 
our staff has never been able to get out 
from under. We like to answer each of 
your letters personally, but the mail 
has been so voluminous that it is no 
longer possible. If we spend all of our 
time answering these letters, then our 
technical staff cannot provide you with 
the accurate magazine we like to. 

We are therefore forced to initiate a 
program of answering as many of them 
as possible in these columns only. By 
maintaining a rounded variety, we hope 
that even tho you may not find your 
own question published you may find 
one exactly like it, deriving your an- 
swer from that. 

To those of you who have already 
sent in questions with self-addressed, 
stamped envelopes, please be patient; 
you will receive a personal reply as 
soon as possible. —Editor 














inch less than the bore diameter. 

Q. My ‘50 Mercury has developed a noise in 
the rear end. It is most noticeable when the 
car is coasting at 45 mph and under. What's 
the cause? Bob Graham, Oakley, Utah. 

A. Heavy toe contact between ring and pin- 
ion gears will cause “coast” noise. Rough, 
worn, or loose bearings will aggravate the 
condition and make the noise louder. 

Q. Will a lower-than-standard rear-end gear 
offset the increased acceleration advantage 
with greater engine wear, less gas mileage, 
etc.? J. F. Orr, Dallas, Tex. 

A. Probably not, at least not the lower ratio 
alone. Engine life, gas mileage, etc. will de- 
pend on how you drive and care for the car. 
Q. Is it feasible to install an Olds 88 engine 
in a '53 Studebaker Commander? O. S. Pat- 
rick, Oakland, Calif. 

A. Yes, there are several firms which special- 
ize in this sort of work (some have ads in 
MT); the conversion is a good one. 

Q. My '54 Pontiac has developed an excessive 
ping. I use premium gas; sometimes changing 
brands helps slightly. Do you know the cause? 
H. Walter, Memphis, Tenn. 

A. Could be carbon deposits in cylinders or 
vacuum advance not working properly. 

Q. I've been toid that oil never wears out. 
If so, why all the fuss about frequent oil 
changes? H. Burton, Fresno, Calif. 

A. The lubricating qualities of oil probably 
don’t wear out, but it gets contaminated with 
dirt, water, and acids formed during the com- 
bustion process. All good oils contain acid- 
neutralizing additives, but when these addi- 
tives are worn out the acids will then attack 
bearings and other metal surfaces. 

Q. Will slightly wider plug gaps give more 
gas mileage? A. J. Thomson, Morristown, Pa. 
A. Very rich or very lean mixtures are hard 
to ignite. It is possible to ignite fairly lean 
mixtures with wider plug gaps #f the coil is 
“hot” enough, thereby getting greater gas 
mileage. (This is a very general statement 
and may not apply to a specific engine due 
to other conditions. ) 

Q. I have recently purchased a ‘56 Ford. 
What is the correct driving technique to use 
during the break-in period? J. Giger, River- 
side, Ill. 

A. Use whatever procedure the Ford Motor 
Co. advises for its new models. 

Q. What is the best grade of oil for my new 
56 Ford? A. L. Mack, Davenport, Iowa. 

A. Ford Motor Co. recommends ML-regular 
(low detergency) for normal service, and 
MM-premium (mild detergency) for heavy- 


duty service. We suggest you follow this. 

Q. I have a 51 V8 Ford with 7.5 to 1 heads, 
*% cam, dual intake manifold, and dual ex- 
hausts. About what horsepower does the en- 
gine develop? C. Taylor, Dallas, Tex. 

A. Probably between 145 and 155. 

Q. I have had to replace broken front springs 
in my '48 Mercury twice within 3 months. 
What causes them to break? Bob Tucker, Bil- 
lings, Mont. 

A. Too heavy loads or extremely rough roads 
can cause broken springs. Many spring fail- 
ures can also be due to poor shock absorbers. 
Q. If I install a lightweight flywheel in my 
‘50 Ford V8 will the engine vibrate exces- 
sively? W. G. Phillips, Scottsbluff, Neb. 

A. You should have the crankshaft-flywheel 
assembly dynamically balanced. If the engine 
is properly balanced you won't notice any 
undue vibration. 

Q. Will plugging the line to prevent the 
front brakes from working keep a car in a 
straight line when stopping on ice? J. O. 
Swanson, St. Paul, Minn. 

A. No. In fact, tests by various groups have 
indicated just the opposite. 

Q. My ‘51 Dodge has developed into a real 
“boiler.” I’ve tried about all the different 
products and gadgets I can find with no dif- 
ference—it’s still an overheater. Joe Martin, 
Hartford, Conn. 

A. Overheating problems, especially with old- 
er engines that may have large amounts of 
rust and scale in the water jacket, can be a 
real headache. The Dodge you have has a 
water distributing tube in the valve side of 
the block that directs cool water to the ex- 
haust valve seat area. This tube will become 
clogged or corroded and overheating will oc- 
cur unless it is replaced. 

Q. Is it possible to weld a cracked cylinder 
block successfully? J. Cain, Otis, Colo. 

A. Yes, even where large sections are broken 
out, if the welder uses proper equipment and 
procedures. Many times it is cheaper to buy 
a new block tho, if a welded block will need 
extensive remachining. 

Q. What is wrong with using ordinary fuel- 
type alcohol as an anti-freeze? M. M. Blanton, 
Toledo, Ohio. 

A. Methanol-base anti-freezes contain rust in- 
hibitors that methanol used as racing fuel 
does not have. 

Q. How much must I mill from the head of 
my '50 Chevy to bring it up to the same com- 
pression ratio as the ‘55 engines? D. French, 
Columbus. Ohio. 

A. The '55 Chevrolet 6 has a compression 
ratio of 7.5 to 1. Mill .125-inch from the ’50 
head and you will have about 7.7 to 1 com- 
pression ratio. 

Q. I have been noticing a trace of oil in the 
radiator of my '54 Ford V8. I do not notice 
water in the crankcase. R. B. Pemberton, Co- 
lumbus, Ohio. 

A. Oil in the radiator very often indicates 
leaking head gaskets (maybe the head bolts 
are not properly tightened). If the leak is 
very small, the water that gets into the crank- 
case could be evaporating fast enough not to 
be noticed. 

Q. Is it possible to install a Ford V8-60 in a 
Morris Minor? J. Rendle, Brantford, Ont. 

A. Yes, if you have plenty of tools and know 
how to use them. We know of no such con- 
versions around here and can offer you little 
but wishes for good luck. It’s a good idea, tho. 
Q. All the racing cars and some European 
sports cars have double overhead cams and I 
have read that this arrangement has an ad+ 
vantage over others. If so, why don’t we have 
them on our domestic cars? Ron Mason, 
Pueblo, Colo. 

A. Not all racing cars have them, but most 
of the good ones have double overhead cams. 
They are considerably more expensive to pro- 
duce than the good rocker arm setups that are 
now the vogue. 

Q. Is it cheaper to modify an engine to “full 
race” than to install a supercharger? Which 
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IF YOU NEED AN O.H.V. 
MOTOR, POWER AND 
SPEED PARTS OR ANY 
AUTO NEED SEND 2c 
POSTAL 


NOW! 


FOR FREE X-55 LISTING — 


NEVER BEFORE SUCH A 


. DEAL 
Can‘t explain it here—be- 
lieve us this is the deal open- 
ing the door to completing 
your automotive plans in 
‘56. WRITE YOUR NEEDS — 
TYPE OF CAR — NOW! 


SH FL SPEED & MUFFLER 


Ph.: GR 7-8283 
11726-MT-5-Wilshire BI., Los Angeles 25 








Complete with 
Twin Carbon Arc 
Torch and wes 7 






Acclaimed by thousands of 
stock, hot rod and customizing enthu- 
siasts as the welder of 1001 uses 
Easily operated from properly wired 
110 volt AC or DC line. The idea! 


—.:._ = 7 ; 
handle all metal- gift with a life-long use... Order 
craft . work. today on 10 day money back guarantee 


Literature on larger cquipment on request 


FOUR-WAY WELDER COMPANY 
1810 South Federal St., Chicago 16, Illinois, Dept. F27-A 










‘need -lile 200,000 
CANODLEPOWER 
FOR SAFETY AT HIGH SPEEDS 
see scoeteeee, §6(991.08 


Five times brighter than 


headlights yet only 534" EACH 
Ganaie by 3%" deep. conn 
Available only from: Gor 12 Volt. 


CHARLES E. KING & CO. 
980 W. CHICAGO AVE. CHICAGO 22,1 
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JAN CO. Dept CL-1 
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JAG OWNERS!!! 

























Give your Jag the 
prestige it deserves 
with a combination 
rille-guard badge 
. Constructed of 
heavy chrome steel 
for maximum protec- 


tion. Easy 5 minute 
installation — Price 
$16.95 Ppd. Also 


available for MG-A, 


Austin - Healy, and 
R-2. 

See your local 
dealer or write 
today to: 


S & S ENTERPRISES 


Box 13 — Sunland, Calif. 











HOW TO DOUBLE YOUR 
CAR’S PERFORMANCE, 
MILEAGE, SAFETY, STYLE 
YET SAVE MONEY! 


ALMQUIST ice es ee 





oe 
TONNEAU COVERS 
THUNDERBIRD — CORVETTE — JAG — MG 
AND MOST POPULAR SPORTS CARS 
@ CUSTOM STYLING 
@ HIGHEST QUALITY MATERIAL 
ROBBINS AUTO TOP COMPANY 
1453 Lincoln Blvd. Santa Monica, Calif. 
Phone EXbrook 5-9174 











Rational PIT PASS 


¥ Auto racing’s Weekly News letter. 
Inside information by America’s top 
racing writers. Sold by subscription 
only. 

1 year $8.00 — Air Mail $10.00 
Special Trial sub. 10 wks. only $2.00 
NATIONAL PIT PASS 
P.O. Box 66 - Culver City 8, Calif. 























WITH A 


Duncan Hines 
Signet Club Credit Card 


Whether you motor for business or 
pleasure, your i 
Club travel credit card will be honored 
by 2,500 eating and lodging places in 
all 48 states, Canada, Mexico and the 
Caribbean. All of these establishments 
are Recommended by Duncan Hines. 
For complete information without ob- 
ligation on membership in the Duncan 
Hines Signet Club, use coupon below. 





gee re alae eae —eaaemeatamamai 


Duncan Hines Signet Club | 
| 408 East State St., Ithaca, N.Y. 
| Gentlemen: Please send me complete in- I 
| formation on membership in the Duncan i 

Hines Signet Club without obligation to | 
| me. i 
avian scccnccsnsecesesssctnmnencscesesastnesnnennesctcesesetiaiiial ms | 
| City Zone....State ! 
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Just Say “Charge It” | 





Duncan Hines Signet | 





| would be most reliable? A/ Denton, Pierre, 
S.D 


A. It mostly depends on individual prefer- 
ences; both have their merit. Reliability in 
either case depends on the individual’s driving 
habits and how much he punishes a car. 

Q. We have noticed a lot of soot in the 
tailpipe of our car (more than usual). 
Why? Ted Biswurm, Luna Pier, Mich. 

A. Deposits of soot mean unburned gas, 
which of course means too rich mixture— 
your car is wasting lots of gas. 

Q. I have a 55 Ford V8 with the 162-hp en- 
gine. Please advise how much can be safely 
milled off the heads. G. L. Koenig, Merriam, 
Kan. 

A. Rather than milling the standard Ford 
heads, they should be traded in on a set of 
heads bearing part number BSA 60 49-G. 
The letter ““G” is significant, denoting the 8.5 
to 1 power option head as opposed to BSA 
60 49-D, which is the 7.6 to 1 head you now 
have. If you must mill, .040-inch is maxi- 
mum fer valve clearance. 

Q. What is the maximum safe over-bore for 
a "51 Pontiac 8? Ron Henkel, Detroit, Mich. 
A. You can go to .125-inch, but it may be 
difficult to obtain pistons for anything over 
.080-inch (.080-inch oversize pistons are the 
largest standard size). 


Q. I plan a trip to the West Coast soon. 
Should I run less air in the tires across the hot 
desert areas to avoid building up excessive 
pressure? Ed Baxter, Omaha, Neb. 

A. This question comes to us very frequently 
and the answer is still NO. Tires will stand 
considerably higher than recommended pres- 
sures (at the expense of a smooth ride) but 
they won't stand the heat caused by extreme 
flexing of the cords in an underinflated tire. 
Always inflate tires to at least as much as is 
recommended by the maker and from 6 to 10 
pounds more for hot weather and continuous 
high speed driving. 

Q. I have set the valves on my '53 Chevrolet 
according to factory-recommended specifica- 
tions and I still have considerable tappet 
noise; should I set the valves closer than rec- 
ommended? W. Rader, Denver, Colo. 

A. No. Worn cam bearings cause the trouble 
you have and it is almost impossible to get 
quiet-operating valves in these circumstances. 
Q. Should valves be given more clearance 
than recommended in an engine that consist- 
ently runs hotter than normal (speaking of a 
51 Ford)? H. Morten, El Paso, Tex. 

A. No. Valve clearances are sufficient as rec- 
ommended. If they are made greater the valve 
timing will be improper and a sick-running 
engine with noisy valves is the result. 











Norden 180-degree cast-steel crankshaft with mag rods 


and aluminum pistons in relative positions. Aluminumg 
plugs with “0” ring seals in hollow crankpins prevent & 


oil escape before bearings are lubed, can be cleaned 


O MUCH has been said about increasing 
compression ratios and modifying valve 
timing as ways of bettering engine torque and 
horsepower that another method has been 
generally overlooked. 

It is the use of lightweight alloys for re- 
ciprocating parts. Besides reducing bearing 
loads, lighter reciprocating parts mean lower 
inertia loads. In turn, this means more torque 
and horsepower at the rear wheels. 

Charlie Braden, maker of Norden carbu- 
retors and crankshafts, didn’t overlook these 
possibilities. He designed connecting rods of 
magnesium which are about half the weight of 
stock steel rods. The new rods are now being 
used in a Chrysler-based drag-racing engine. 


e Horses, 
train 


In several coven runs there have been no fail- 
ures due to con rods or bearings (one of 
the faster runs resulted in 0 to 138 mph in 
10 seconds!). The Ist of these lightweight 
rods were made for Chrysler V8 engines, but 
Braden says tests have been so successful his 
Norden Machine Works (5853 Washington 
Blvd., Culver City, Calif.) will soon be mak- 
ing mag con rods for some other stock en- 
gines as well as for special engines. 








ut 






You can lean back on your shooting stick, plug in 
the electric kettle and settle down for a nice cup 
of tea. Wash basin and electric shaver help keep 
up appearances no matter where you stop 
If your ideas run to entertaining, flag a passing 
couple and invite them in for cocktails. Rolls-Royce 
also has its own version of the Countryman for a 
little more. It's based on the ‘56 Silver Cloud 












The lady on the left, who 
has presumably just spent 
$11,791 on her new Bent- 
ley Countryman, is making 
up half of the built-in bed 


BUNDLE 
FROM 


Batain 


A tape dictating machine makes it easy to take 
care of any irritating details that may have 
popped up to disturb your serenity. Then... 


BRITISH INFORMATION SERVICES 
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Amazing 


CAR POLISH 
Discovery / 
FAST as a car wash! 


f, Now! MAC'S new Resin 
, Coat. A long-lasting 
polish that’s quick and 
easy to apply. Fast- 
acting Solvent Action 

















does it... loosens surface 
film harmlessly while 
special resins produce a 
hard, high gloss that lasts 
up to 6 months. Just rub 
on, wipe off. Do a per- 
fect job in minutes—not 
hours. Nothing like it! 


“DON’T WAX IT—MAC’S-IT”’ 





wick 
SeqTi0N MAC'S SUPER GLOSS CO., INC. 


Los Angeles 42, California 








FORSTER BROTHERS’ 
CENTRAL GREASING SYSTEM 
WILL FREE YOU OF 
GREASE MONKEY BONDAGE! 





No more hit or miss grease jobs in the dark 
of the grease pit! No more missed fittings, 
no more clogged grease ducts! Best of all, 
you can grease your car yourself now, 
better than it was ever done by the old 
method, without soiling your clothes and 
at a cost of only pennies! 


Now you lift only the hood instead of the 
car! Three minutes is all it takes with the 
CENTRAL GREASING SYSTEM! You can in- 
stall it yourself. Made for 1954-55, and ‘56 
Fords and 1955 and ‘56 Chevrolet cars. 
Complete, less than $30.00 for most models. 


WRITE US FOR FULL DETAILS, DEPT. MT 
FORSTER BROS. MFG. CO., LANARK, ILL. 
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séu'N swap 


Requirements are: copy limit of 25 words (not 
including name and address), first come, first served; 
we reserve the right to edit where necessary; we are 
not resbonsible for accuracy of description, although 
we will reject any misleading statements. This service 
is not open to commercial advertisers. No ads will 
be accepted if payment is not made in advance and 
such communications will not be acknow ledged. Only 
one CAR may be listed in any single Sell 'N’ Swap 
insertion. This limitation will not apply to parts, 
catalogs, etc. The charge is four dollars per insertion. 
If your car is unusual and you have a photo of it 
suitable for publication, you may submit it with 
your ad. If we decide to print it there's no cost to 
you for the cut, but we'll have to decide which pho- 
tos to use. Sorry, no photos can be returned.—Editor 


SELL 


'35 DE SOTO Airflow 6-cyl. cpe. with o.d. Running 
cond.; inside & outside very good. R & h, spotlight. 
Rear fender skirts & running boards removed. $85. 
Harry Spangenberg, 904A W. Dakota St., Mil- 
waukee 15, Wis. 

CLASSIC CAR Sales Catalogs: Packard, Chrysler, 
Lincoln, Cadillac, Pierce-Arrow, orphan & foreign 
cars; minimum $5 each. Also MoToR (N.Y.) An- 
nual numbers; details for large, stamped, addressed 
envelope. A. E. Twohy, 400 N. Kenmore, Los An- 
geles. 

‘34 PACKARD Super 8 4-dr. 7-pass. sed. Model 
1102. Sidemounts. Needs lot of work. Can be re- 
stored or used for parts. $125. E. P. Burke, 3388 
W. 44th Sc., Cleveland 9, Ohio. 

°37 LINCOLN Model K V-12. Good cond.; less than 
50,000 mi. New top, 10 tires: Motor needs tune- 
ae offer. U. A. von der Osten, Germantown, 


‘34 AUBURN phaeton. Rough cond. Sell all 
($150) or parts. Will buy rear fenders to fit "32 
Auburn Speedster. Don Lake, 1619 Ten Eyck Sct., 
Jackson, Mich. 

36 LA SALLE Seraight 8 4-dr. sed. Needs lot of 
work. Can be restored or used for parts. $65. E. P. 
Burke, 3388 W. 44th Sc., Cleveland 9, Ohio. 

‘37 CADILLAC Fleetwood V8 limousine. Purchased 
from orig. owner. Exc. cond. Complete engine 
o'haul, new ww's, ‘50 Cadillac fenders & bumpers. 
$400. Bill Gerhardt, 1944 Independence St., Cape 
Girardeau, Mo. 

‘27 BUICK sed. Not standard shift. Engine in good 
shape; 45,000 mi. 7 tires & extra parts. Write for 
particulars. Best offer. John H. Biggs, 3117 Dillon 
Ave., Cheyenne, Wyo. 

FORD T PARTS. Widest range, any type items. 
Free mimeographed listing available. Also mechan- 
ical parts for As, other old models. E. Hemmings, 
1036 Hampshire, Quincy, III. 

NEW LOCKING radiator caps in orig. boxes. Give 
full dimensions of radiator filler. $5 postpaid. Also 
used Motor Meters. Dismantling ‘18 & ‘21 Sea- 
grave fire engines for parts. Garford S. Schulze, 1207 
S. 91st St., Wese Allis 14, Wis. 

‘35 AUBURN Speedster. Supercharged, restored to 
orig. cond. New chrome, paint, top, interior & 
tires. Cleanest speedster on West Coast. Best offer. 
J. W. Bonham, 619 N. Maryland Ave., Glendale, 
Calif. Phone Clerus 4-3547. 

‘16 BUICK 4-cyl. touring. Complete; in orig. cond. 
Calif. top, mudpan, manual, etc. New paint; top, 
uph., tires very good. $900. Al Pfau Jr., 2300 
Dutcher, Howell, Mich. 

‘29 OLDSMOBILE 2-dr. sed. 11,000 orig. mi. Top 
& interior like new; outside very good. Needs a little 
paint. All orig. & complete. $250. Al Pfau Jr., 
2300 Dutcher, Howell, Mich. 

‘36 FORD phaeton. Complete & running. Body 
partly stripped down; rough inside. Reason for sell- 
ing the above—moving. $1200 cash takes all 3. 
Al Pfau Jr., 2300 Dutcher, Howell, Mich. 

41 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hdep. Body, 
chrome in exc. cond. Recent conversion rebuilt La 
Salle engine (size of "48 Cadillac). Radio, Double 
Eagle ww’'s. $900. D. Baxter, 60 Hollywood Ave., 
Rochester 18, N.Y 

‘48 JAGUAR Mark IV drophead cpe. New black 
lacquer, new white rubbercloth top, fawn leather 
uph. 2000 mi. after complete engine o’haul. $1795. 
Edward K. Miller, 919 S. Division, Ann Arbor, 
Mich. 

‘16 FORD touring, with starter. Recent new top, 
uph., paint, complete engine o'haul, front end re- 
bush. Many extras; 4 of 5 tires new. $900. R. B. 
Harrison, 8615 Indian Hill Rd., Cincinnati 27, 
Ohio. 

31 FORD Model A rdstr. All orig. wire wheels, 
etc. Good tires, runs good. Negligible rust. Worth 
the effort needed to fix it up. $155. Max Palm III, 
9540 Cunningham Rd., Cincinnati 27, Ohio. 

41 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hdep. Black. ‘52 
Lincoln ohv engine, o.d. ctrans., dual exhaust, 15” 
wheels, ww's, r & h. Good cond. thruout. $1250 
or best offer. A. E. Eigenhuis, 4147 W. 174th St., 
Torrance, Calif. Phone: FRontier 9-9785. 

‘29 BUICK 4-dr. sed. (Pregnant Six). Good cond., 
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exc. uph., shop manual. Needs battery. Stored near 
Westminster, Md. Good deal to interested person. 
Andrew Pickens, Maugansville, Md. 

°36 CORD rdstr. Perf. cond. All new trans., white 
top, black & white real leather uph., ww’s, black 
paint job, etc. Best offer. Frank Zottola, 32 Brown- 
dale Pl., Port Chester, N.Y. Phone: WEstmore 
9-87 34. 

‘37 LA SALLE sed. Mint cond. New uph., tires. 
Brakes, paint, engine perfect. Front end rebuilt. 
Needs no work. $600. Henry Noppe, 2069 Ist St., 
Ft. Meyers, Fla. 

‘41 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hdtp. Mercury en- 
gine. Best offer. Marshall N. Hendry, 3150-A Trin- 
ity Dr., Los Alamos, N.M. 

39 BUICK Special 4-dr. phaeton. 21,000 actual mi. 
Orig. black finish & red leather uph. R & h, ww's. 
No rust; stored for years. $1250. Frank H. Fischer, 
2800 31st Avenue South, Minneapolis, Minn. 

‘41 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hdep. 7,000 mi. 
on Ford truck engine. Exc. cond.; new tires, bat- 
tery, etc. A beautiful Calif. car. Best offer over $900. 
James Croxton, 413 W. 118th Se., New York 27. 
Phone: UN 4-4028. 

‘27 OAKLAND 4-dr. sed. Good driving cond., 
body in good shape. Wooden spoke wheels. Col- 
lectors’ item. Best offer. R. Ruoff, 1569 Garling, 
Columbus, Ohio. 

‘47 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL conv. New red 
paint, black top, ww’s. 2,000 mi. on rebuilt V-12 
engine. $1400. L. J. Palmer MMC USN, 238 B 
Eilers St., Ben Moreel, Norfolk, Va. 

‘34 FORD V8 conv. cabriolet. Stock, restored, com- 
plete. Brown lacquer, tan canvas, naugahyde uph. 
17-inch wheels, parts catalogs. $475. W. Williams, 
184 Wildwood Rd., Lake Forest, Lil. 

55 MERCEDES-BENZ 300-SL.. 6900 mi. Safety 
belts, mirrors, radio, spec. tires, spec. paint. $6950. 
Bob Keating, 5101 Lankershim Blvd., North Hol- 
lywood, Calif. Phone: SUnset 3-4384. 

‘29 LA SALLE phaeton. Body, top, uph., & chrome 
completely restored. 6 Dayton knock-off wire wheels. 
Black, with red trim & uph. $1650 firm. M. G. 
Alexander, 19669 Shrewsbury, Detroit 21, Mich. 
°34 LINCOLN KB V-12 Brunn body conv. Vic- 
toria. Body very good, whipcord seats good, top 
poor, engine fine. $500. B. Pliskin, 432 Austin 
Pl., Bronx 55, N.Y. 

DISMANTLING °52 MG-TD. Parts available. 
Please send parts numbers. Mike Kenyon, No. 1 
Octant Way, Baltimore 20, Md. 

‘37 LINCOLN KB V-12 custom Le Baron conv. 
sed. Orig. cond., except top. Orig. black finish & 
tan leather interior. Best offer over $1500. Dr. Wil- 
lian Balter, 875 Cleveland Ave., Bridgeport, Conn. 
'29 REO Flying Cloud. 79,550 mi., still running. 
Will answer questions if interested. Best offer f.o.b. 
Roanoke. J. Fry Withers, 204 Fleming Ave., Wil- 
liamson Rd., Roanoke, Va. 

‘32 CHRYSLER C8. Extra engine, some trans. parts. 
Orig. generator, gas cap, vacuum clutch linkage 
missing. Otherwise complete & restorable. Best offer. 
Bill | aes 300 Nelson St., London, Ontario, 
Canada. 

‘31 STUDEBAKER 54 6-cyl. sed. Unrestored. Good, 
solid body, but needs top. Engine burns oil, but 
runs well. Poor uph. & tires. Licensed in '55. $100. 
M. B. Gipson, 1138 Chestnut St., Chico, Calif. 
°36 GRAHAM Supercharger parts. Nearly everything 
except supercharger, including orig. equip’t, radio 
($25) & hearer ($10). Other parts best offer. 
M. B. Gipson, 1138 Chestnut St., Chico, Calif. 
‘28 ROLLS-ROYCE unique experimental Phantom 
I Continental. All orig. superb cond. Used by Law- 
rence of Arabia. English owner able deliver per- 
sonally. $5,000. History, photos from Henry Hood, 
2025 Chestnut Hills Dr., Cleveland Heights 6, Ohio. 
‘17 CRANE SIMPLEX Sportster. Perf. mech. cond.; 
23,000 mi. Wire wheels, Zeiss headlamps. $1950 





or best offer. J. Scoville, 455 E. 20th St., Costa 
Mesa, Calif. 

COMPLETE S.O. FRONTY on T block. Stroked C 
crank, tube rods, racing pistons, pressure oiling. Mag- 
meto, carburetors & exhaust header. Many extra 
parts. $175. Guy Osborn, 8835 Wrenwood Lane, 
Brentwood 17, Mo. 

‘20 DODGE touring with rdser. for extra parts. 
Engine in good shape; restorable. $200 for both 
cars. Also manifold, twin carburetors for ‘50-53 
Cadillac. Bill Pifer, P. O. Box 144, Niles, Mich. 
Phone: 10-W. 

CLASSIC and antique auto ads, 1910-1938. 2,500 
different; all mint originals; many very rare. 20- 
page list for 25c stamps or coin. gpageen J. Lewis, 
1373 E. 12th St., Brooklyn 30, 

‘41 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL i Absolutely 
1 owner, exc. cond. Given best care, used mostly 
on small island. $1000 or best offer. Alden Manley, 
Box 251, Nantucket Island, Mass. 








"15 CADILLAC V8 landaulet cpe. Alum. body, new 


uph. 75% restored. $2900 on 3-yr. terms. Robert 
Kessler, Box 608, Ridgecrest, Calif. 

’41 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hdtp. Orig. modi- 
fied V-12 engine. Mechanic-owned, 75% restored. 
New paint & tires. $750. William S. Hanes, 22939 
Marlboro, Dearborn, Mich. Phone: LOgan 1-3055. 
°36 CORD 810 sed. New Majestic white lacquer, 
mech. gearshift. Good cond. thruout. $1125. M. W. 
Cooper, 6810 Homestead Dr., Louisville 14, Ky. 
’'32 STUDEBAKER 8 cpe. with rumbleseat. Very 
interesting-looking car. On blocks 12 yrs. $95. Last 
Mile Auto Wreckers, 1208 Evans Ave., San Fran- 
cisco, Calif. Phone MIssion 8-5925. 

*53 MERCEDES 300 4-dr. sd. 25,000 mi., expertly 
maintained. Beautiful leather interior. Lyeth Engi- 
neering Co., Box 3841, Detroit 5, Mich. Phone: 
PRescott 7- 3710. 

TATRA ‘'75'’—chassis and 4-cyl. aircooled engine. 
4-speed dual ratio gearbox, swing axles, alum. 
brakes, rack & pinion rt. hand steering, transverse 
spring suspension, instruction manual. Best offer. 
A. Tartaglia, 263 Eagle Rock Ave., West Orange, 
N.J. Phone: OR 2-6579. 

‘26 MODEL T touring car. New tires, paint, & al- 
most new engine. Needs top & uph. Many extra 
parts. Best offer. David Hawkins, 18 S. Jordan, 
Miles City, Mont. 

ACEDES L-937 sport phaeton. Completely restored. 
Top, side curtains, tonneau cover, red leather uph. 
all replaced with orig. quality cut to orig. pattern. 
Hickory frame replaced. Alum. body, clean, smooth, 
black. Americanized mechanically, increased power. 
Orig. hardware complete. Rechromed. Handsome in- 
strument panel, wheel, ready to tour, to show. 
Lucien Warner, 875 N. College, Claremont, Calif. 
Phone: LYcoming 5-2898. 

‘29 PIERCE-ARROW Le Baron landaulet. Leather 
top, uph., paint, chrome next to showroom cond. 
Mechanically excellent. Cost $2150. Best offer. 8x10 
pix, $1.25. Mrs. Frances C. Goodman, 2827 Win- 
chester Ave., Philadelphia 36. 

°53 FERRARI 4.5 liter Competition Farina cpe. 
6000 kilometers; ready to race. Extra wheels, tires, 





spares. Enclosed 4-wheel trailer. $6500. M. P. 
Christensen, 1600 Junction Ave., Racine, Wis. 

‘48 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hdep. cpe. 1 owner; 
25,000 mi. Orig. opal blue-green paint; exc. cond. 


thruout. Air-cond., ww’'s, o.d., r & h. Best offer. 
V. W. Haering, P. O. Box 6037 Harlandale Sta., 
San Antonio, Tex. ‘> 
‘34 PACKARD V-12 close-couple sed. Engine 
o'hauled; new tires. Recently painted—black. $500. 
Last Mile Auto Wreckers, 1208 Evans Ave., San 
Francisco, Calif. 
'28 PIERCE-ARROW 6 4-dr. sed. Runs good, but 
needs paint & nickel. Last Mile Auto Wreckers, 
1208 Evans Ave., San Francisco, Calif. 
°30 PACKARD 4-dr. sed. 8 cyl., very good cond. 
$75. Last Mile Auto Wreckers, 1208 Evans Ave., 
San Francisco, Calif. Phone: MIssion 8-5925. 
‘31 BUICK 8 cpe. with rumbleseat & chrome grav- 
elguard. Exc. cond. $100. Last Mile Auto Wreckers, 
1208 Evans Ave., San Francisco, Calif. Phone: MIs- 
sion 8-5925 
38 HISPANO-SUIZA 12-cyl. 4-place Vanvooren 
close-couple conv. Modern styling, tremendous ac- 
celeration. Engine, body, leather interior perfect. 
Concours material. $4475. V. Corradini, 1231 Oak- 
ay Rd., Arcadia, Calif. Phone: CUster 5-6320. 
ROLLS-ROYCE Phantom II Continental. 1 own- 
= "on mileage, mech. perfect. Body, uph., paint in 
exc. cond. A real classic! $2795. V. Corradini, 1231 
Oaklawn Rd., Arcadia, Calif. Phone: CUster 5-6320. 
°39 BUGATTI 57 4-place Gangloff conv. Hydraulic 
brakes, engine, & body perfect. Just o’hauled in 
Paris. Leather interior. Can be driven anywhere. 
$3250. V. Corradini, 1231 Oaklawn Rd., Arcadia, 
Calif. Phone: CUster 5-6320. 
'38 HISPANO-SUIZA 12 cyl., 11.5 liter 4-dr. 
Rare collectors’ item. Only 4 Hisso’s in U.S. Eagine, 
body, uph. in perf. cond.; easy co drive. $4250. V. 
Corradini, 1231 Oaklawn Rd., Arcadia, Calif. 
Phone: CUster 5-6320. 














"56 CHEVROLET V8 powerpack engine & power- 
glide trans. New—removed to install ——— en- 
gine. No generator. $600 f.0.b. Detroit, C. C. Con- 
nell, 12330 Jos. Campau, Detroit 12, Mich. 

‘39 CITROEN 6-cyl. conv. Completely restored 
mechanically in Paris. Retrimmed, rechromed, and 
repainted in U.S. A usable classic sports car. Very 
iy Colored pix, 50c. Richard H. Haynes, 2711 
E. Jefferson, Detroit 7 

tio CADILLAC V8 conv. cpe. 2 owners; exc. cond. 
R & h, automatic top. Best offer. Steve Kollar, Gov- 
ernors’ Club Hotel, Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 
PORSCHE 1500 Super Continental. Navy blue, with 
gray leather. New in August. Telefunken radio, 
Pirelli ww's, 2 driving lights, chrome wheels. Never 
raced. $3395. Dr. John W. Baxter, 702 Hayes 
Ave., Fremont, Ohio. Phone: FEderal 2-9164. 
‘47 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL with ‘52 Cadillac 
engine installed by Granitelli. Perf. cond. thru- 
Cedar 


out. $1900. R. Long, 3201 Bever Ave. S.E., 
Rapids, lowa. 

31 FRANKLIN deluxe 4-dr. sed. 6 very good tires; 
spares sidemounted. 


Good cond., can be driven 





anywhere. Manual included, $275. P. S. Corson, 
Rte. No. 3, Smyrna, Ga. 
24 FORD cpe. Restored to exc. cond., except 


paint. Best offer over $400. P. G. Saunders, 5315 
Norton Pl., Toledo 14, Ohio. 

‘22 BUICK rdstr, with pickup bed, which can be 
reconverted easily. Needs minor repairs & tires. All 
parts included. $275. Miss Pat Henry, 606 W. 
Chestnut, Denison, Tex. Phone: 4040. 

'35 DE SOTO Airflow 6-pass. cpe. Engine o’hauled, 
o.d. Restored inside & out. New carpets, paint, etc. 
Radio, ww’'s. Can be driven anywhere. Best offer 
over $500. Jack Green, 115 N. Sweetzer, Los An- 
geles 48. Phone: WEbster 5-9369. 

"33 HORCH 720 4-dr. conv. Clean, very good all- 
around cond. Just brought back from Europe. 6 new 





RD No. 6, 
Bridgeton 9-2758R12. 

FERRARI—Vignale Spyder body. 2.9 liter. Con- 
sistent Class D winner. Equipped with Hi-Tork dif- 


Frederick W. Iveson, 


Phone: 


tires. $1250. 
Bridgeton, N.J. 


ferential. Extra wheels, spares, trailer available. 
Priced to sell. Lyeth Engineering Co., Box 3841, 
Detroit 5, Mich. Phone: PRescott 7-2710. 

‘54 JAGUAR XK-120M cpe. Like new; fully 
equipped. $1700 and your car. Prefer late Lincoln 
Continental hdtp. or Cord Sportsman. Positively no 
junk. Gene Leon, 977 Locust St., Dubuque, lowa. 
36 LINCOLN K 7-pass. limousine. Sidemounts; new 
clutch, timing chain, distributor cap, fuel pump, 
thermostat. In regular use; needs little restoring. Will 
demonstrate. $600. Paul H. Rank, 236 46th St., 
Union City, N. 

‘29 ROOSEVELT 8 in exc. cond. except for paint. 
No rust; can be driven anywhere. Have original title 
to car. Best offer over $300. Jack T. Feaster, 231 
Pioneer Village, Denver 10, Colo. Phone: SH 4- 
0738. 

‘05 REO 1-cylinder chain drive. Right hand steering. 
Completely restored to original, except wheels. Have 
original wheels, but can’t get tires. D. J. Klassen, 
Gladstone, Manitoba, Canada. 

'32 CHEVROLET 6-cylinder 2-door sedan. A-1 en- 
gine, free wheeling, 6 wire whee!s, chrome radiator 
shell & headlights, new valves & brakes. Ideal col- 
lectors’ item. Pix 25c. $500 or best offer. Ed Bronn, 
1100 Lincoln Ave., Waukesha, Wis. 

‘54 NASH-HEALEY sports car; hdep. Like new; 
6,000 mi. Original cost $6630. Best offer over 
$2650. J. A. Harvell, Jr., Weldon, N.C. 

ELDERLY LADY OF QUALITY, unable to live on 
pension. Also known as ‘39 Chrysler Imperial 4-dr. 
sed. R & o.d., fine, smooth engine. Easy to restore. 
No mechanical work needed, except replacement of 
engine block cooling tube. Expects to run forever. 
$110. P. Molson, 5959 ee | Blvd., Los An- 
geles 28. Phone: HOllywood 2-3261 


SELL OR SWAP 


TRIUMPH 1800 conv. Royal blue. Exc. tires. 
Marshall supercharger, extra engine & trans. avail- 
able. Best offer or trade for Jaguar Mark IV or V 
drophead. R. Wagner, 410 Evergreen, Chicago 10. 
39 PACKARD 4-dr. conv, in real good cond. New 
gold paint. Top, battery, engine perfect. Driven 
daily. $500 or trade on good *51 Nash Ambassador 
4-dr. sed. Lawrence Pearson, 92 Roberts Rd., Hamp- 
ton, Va. 

°38 PACKARD 12 7-pass. touring sed. Black top, 
Brewster green body. Orig. cond., 40,000 actual mi. 
$800 cash or trade for '30-'32 Packard 8 rdstr. or 
phaeton. Hugh Brent III, 1438 Raymond Rd., Jack- 
son 4, Miss. 

‘40 PACKARD 180 7-pass. touring limousine. Orig., 
immac. cond. Go anywhere at today’s speeds. Sell 
or trade for light car. A. W. Travers, 1544 Pacific 
Coast Hwy., Harbor City, Calif. Phone: DAvenport 
6 2284. 

‘41 CADILLAC 63. Fleetwood interior. Rare, beau- 
tiful inside & out. 4 new tubeless ww’s. Orig. Hydra- 
Matic needs little work. Sell or trade for sports 
car. PFC John N. Grindas MACS-5, NAAS, Eden- 
ton, N.C 

20 MILBURN ELECTRIC cpe. Orig. except paint 
& batteries. Like new; in running cond. Stored for 
yrs. Can demonstrate. $3500 cash or trade for ‘56 
Oldsmobile or Buick. J. E. Newman, Chillicothe, 


Mo. 

34 DODGE conv. sed. Rare classic, very few built. 
80° restored. Pix, info., 25c. $750 or consider 
trade on good Ford A or V8 rdstr. or phaeton. Near 
Chicago. Stan Healy, 4133 N. Bernard St., Chicago. 
Phone: INdependence 3-4362. 

‘54 AUSTIN-HEALEY. White exterior, black in- 
terior. Ferrari nose. Concours cond. Tachimedian, 
average speed indicator, oil temp., ammeter. Sell or 
trade. Bob Lang, Box 412, Sauk City, Wis. 

'21 MARMON 7 7-pass. sport touring. Nicely restored. 
New paint, tires, etc.; wire wheels. Drive it home. 
$1100 or will take open car in part trade. Max Palm 
III, 9540 Cunningham Rd., Cincinnati 27, Ohio. 
‘07 RAMBLER. All orig. equip't; good rubber. In 
running cond.; restored in '47. Sell or trade for 
er new car offer. Murray Machine Shop, Osgood, 


Ind. 
GLASSPAR sports car with 250 hp Chrysler en- 
gine. Perfect in every detail; 4-time show winner. 
Full weather protection. Sell or trade on Mercedes 
300-SL. Sig Monson, 4711 Grand Ave., Duluth 7, 
Minn. 


SWAP 


CORD 810 sed. Have $1300 invested. Swap for 
Auburn Speedster or what have you? Walter Back, 
1800 Germantown Rd., Middletown, Ohio. 
SAXON 4-cyl. engine. Will trade for late model 
25 hp outboard motor or marine engine. Louis 
Koblick, 11005 N. Portland Rd., Portland 3, Ore. 
‘53 STUDEBAKER V8 gray 4-dr. sed., ’46 Chrysler 
3-pass. cpe., 6 cyl. Swap both for Jaguar Mark VII, 
or Lincoln, or Hornet. Douglas Elzea, 70 Country 
Club Dr., Porte Washington, N.Y. 

N.C.B.A. REGISTERED chinchillas for top condi- 
tion "46-48 Lincoln Continental or '53-'55 gees 
XK-120 or XK-140 conv. M. F. Landwehr, 6 
Randolph Ave., Poughkeepsie, N.Y. 


WANTED 


CANADIAN wants classic car. Open type preferred 
—or what have you? Send details & pix. H. Mc- 
Ewen, Box 151, Drayton Valley, Alberta, Canada. 
SITUATION DESPERATE. Have serious case of 
Horseless Carriage fever but no Horseless Carriage. 
Can anyone help me? Prefer 1911 or older restor- 
able. Leads appreciated. Ray D. Ewers, 4800 Wolflin 
Ave., Amarillo, Tex. 

1910 6-CYL. touring car—any make. Preferably un- 
restored, but must be complete. Reward for lead 
resulting in purchase. M. W. Newman, 3006 Beach 
Dr., Tampa, Fla. Phone: 62-2341. 
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“$25 is higher than I'd care to go. 
What do you have in a cheaper metal?” 





POW-AIR Super Charger 


now available for ALL CARS 
PRICE $27.56 


PRICE $37.50 
FOR FOUR 
BARREL CARB & 
POWER PACKS 
(incl. 2 extra 
filters) 
Increase acceler- 
ation, horse pow- 
er, gas mileage 
and engine effi 
ciency with this 
new super charg- 
er-air Cieauer combination. Air-scoop design cap- 
tures air driven by your engine’s fan, and the rush 
of air created by the forward motion of the car, 
thus increasing \olume of explosive mixture at all 
speeds. Unit replaces stock air cleaner. No mov- 
ing parts. Easily installed. Glass-fiber air-filter 
enables unrestricted filtered air to pass through 
carburetor under pressure. Life span of replacable 
filter, 3,000-5,000 miles, Additional filters $1.25 ea. 
Give your motor that “Car of the Future’’ feeling 
Guaranteed by Manufacturer 
When ordering give make, yr., cyls. of car or truck 


TAMARIN Patent Products Co. 
3116 Lake Hollywood Drive, Hollywood 28, Calif. 

















AUTOMATICALLY 
FREE-WHEEL 4-W.Ds. 
IM 2-WHEEL DRIVE 


WARN HUBS 


PATENTED 






Free-wheeling 2-wheel drive 
stops front end drag! Cuts 
front end repairs 50% or more, 
saves gas, tires; gives amazing 


= pep, performance, handling 
a” ease to 4 W.Ds. Warn Auto- 
matics gage or di 





RUGGED DESIGN 


PROVEN IN USE front power train as you ‘shift 


into 4-wheel drive, or out for 
fast, economical free-wheeling 2-wheel drive use. 
Automatics only also permit high speed driving in 
4-wheel drive. Warn Automatic and Locking models 
for Willys factory approved, sold only by Willys 
dealers worldwide. Over 75, sets in use around 
the world. Models for other 4 W.Ds. at dealers or 


welies WARN MFG. CO. 
Riverton Box 6064-17, Seattle 88, Washington 





STOP ust, 


CORROSION 


scientifically 


$195 











Proven by the U. S. Navy, 
now specially designed to 
keep the block and radiator 
of your car clean, clear and 
3 trouble free. Add years to 

* engine life. Installs in min- 
(€ utes. Unaffected by anti- 
freeze. Money back guaran- 


tee. 

MAGIC FILTER CO. 

Box 704 3020 Pico Blvd. 
Santa Monica, Calif. 











VEG AS! SEND YOU 
@ THIS FREE! 

10 DAY Besa TRIAL! SEND NO MONEY! 
Hy POSTMAN vaca 





also FREE! 

census cual performance “approved”. FITS ALL CARS AND 
TRUCKS. INSTALL YOURSELF IN 2 MINUTES wirh simple 
twist-of-the-wrist. (Replaces present idle adjustment screw 
in po carburetor.) AMAZINGLY EASY TO 






revealing booklet if 
you WRITE TODAY 







e 
oy. NOTHING! Test this cestiatiose new automotive 





and year (8 cyl. cars use 2 h, Fer 
surety LIMITED. ). Rush, Free “trial 


ECONOMY AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRIES, Dept. G-1 
1036 S. La Brea, Los Angeles 19, Calif. 











NOW AVAILABLE 


VENTURE Plastic Sports Car Kit. Modern styl- 
ing—simple construction. Engineered to fit Ford 
Chassis—’41-'48. Price $650.00 including federal 
tax. Write today to: 


REPLAC CORP, 21829 St. Clair 














Cleveland 17, Ohio 
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TS ONLY NATURAL to put a lot of thought into the pur- 
chase of a new or used car, but once you’ve made the deal, 
how carefully do you consider the insurance for your new pos- 
session? Believe it or not, many motorists don’t carry any insur- 
ance at all—others carry just enough to get by. If you're in 
either of these categories, or if you buy auto insurance without 
a good knowledge of what you're buying, you’re making a seri- 
ous mistake. The cost of an automobile—and it probably repre- 
sents a good-sized investment for you—can be a pittance in 
comparison to the amount you might have to pay after a serious 
accident if your insurance is something less than adequate. 

The ins and outs of automobile insurance can be complicated 
to the novice buyer, but, as Caughlin and Schneider say, “There 
is nothing mysterious about automobile insurance. It is ‘protec- 
tion.’ Basically there are 2 kinds. Automobile Liability Insurance 
protects you against claims of others arising out of the owner- 
ship, maintenance or use of your automobile. Physical Damage 
Insurance protects you against loss or damage to your own auto- 
mobile. Included in this type of insurance are Collision, Com- 
prehensive, Fire, and Theft coverages.” 

Of course, that’s not all there is to it, but knowing the basic 
types of insurance is a big step toward intelligent buying. Ex- 
planations about the important phases of auto insurance appear 
below in handy chart form so you can check on any particular 
question. The Ist section covers accidents and what to do if you 
have one. Even if you’re sure that you have the best insurance, 
read this lst section—the best insurance can be inadequate if 
you don’t do the right things at the scene of an accident. If you 
have any doubts at all about your coverage, don’t stop after the 
accident section—read all the way thru and see if your insurance 
(or lack of it) is offering the kind of protection you need. 


The Stace of the Accedout 


If you have an accident your claim will depend a great deal on 
what you do right on the scene. Here’s what experts Caughlin 
and Schneider recommend for making the best of a bad situation: 

“Clear the road. Serious, even fatal accidents have occurred 
following a minor mishap—simply because the cars involved in 
the Ist crash were left blocking the road .. . 

“Warn oncoming traffic . . . The best way is to post someone 
up and down the road far enough away to signal approaching 
vehicles .. . 

“Help the injured. If anyone is seriously hurt, call or send 
for a doctor ... 

“Get the facts. The success or failure of your claim depends 
on the facts of the accident—all the facts. While you are at the 
scene get as much information as you can. Search out the facts. 
Write them down.” 


Get the name and address of the driver, owner and passengers 
of the other car. Write down all conditions of the accident— 
traffic, weather, road, damage, skid marks—make a diagram of 
how the accident occurred. Don’t overlook any possible witnesses: 
they needn’t have seen the whole accident to be important. If 
there’s anyone around with a camera, ask him to take pictures 
or ask the police to take pictures when they arrive. And don’t 
forget this—you'll have to make a report to the authorities. 
(In most states written reports are required if anyone is in- 
jured or if damage exceeds certain limits. In some states you can 
lose your license by neglecting this report.) The other fellow 
will want the same information from you that you got from him. 
Be cooperative, but also be careful in these reports. Don’t admit 
liability or say that any of the accident was your fault—leave 
that for your insurance company to handle. 

Don’t try to make a settlement at the scene of the accident. 
If you do, your insurance company 1s not obligated to pay. Don’t 
mention the limits of your liability, either. Finally, notify your 
insurance agent immediately (preferably from the scene), and 
tell him everything about the accident. 


It’s important to choose the type of insurance company which is 
best suited to your particular needs. It’s often a good idea to con- 
sult a broker. He represents no particular company, but if need 
be he can sum up your needs and suggest a company, or if you 
like, place your order. 

In any case, don’t overlook the specialty companies which deal 
primarily in auto insurance. There are 2 main types. A stock 
company (like Allstate) is owned by stockholders and is usually 
represented by a large number of agents working on a commis- 
sion basis. In a mutual company (like State Farm) the policy- 
holders are the stockholders and stand to reap some of the 
profits. In addition, much of the insurance of a mutual company 
is sold directly from the company or thru salaried agents, thereby 
reducing the cost. 

Here’s what Caughlin and Schneider say on the subject: 

“Because of direct selling or lower commissions to agents, 
and perhaps other factors, the selling costs of the mutuals are 
less than those of stock companies . . . Mutual companies .. . 
are able to distribute dividends to their policyholders. To balance 
the item of lower net cost, the average stock company thru its 
agent claims to give a valuable service which many mutuals do , 
not give.” 

That leaves choosing a company pretty much up to your pref- 
erence and needs, but make sure that the company you're consid- 
ering, regardless of the type, is a reliable one with strong finan- 
cial stability—check financial statements, ask friends or brokers. 
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Considering the protection derived from it, automobile insurance 
is not expensive. But it’s only natural to wonder why you may 
be paying more for the same policy than the fellow next door. 
Basic insurance rates are determined by experience. Caughlin 
and Schneider explain it this way: “The National Bureau of 
Casualty Underwriters rating plan for passenger automobiles 
is used as the basis of classification by most insurance companies. 
Under this plan 5 factors are used in determining what you 
will pay for your insurance: Use. . . If you do not use your car 
in your business and merely go for an occasional Sunday drive, 
naturally you would not expect to pay as much as someone who 
did use his car for business purposes. Ownership . . . verdicts 
against individual car owners tend to be lower than verdicts 
against owners such as corporations, partnerships, or other busi- 
ness entities. . . Distance . . . If you drive your car 5000 miles 
per year, you would be a better risk than someone who drives 
50,000 miles each year. Age of Driver. . . Young drivers, based 
on records, are just not as good risks. This has become so ob- 
vious to insurance companies that not only does it cost more for 
a teen-age driver to buy insurance, but it costs more for the 
parents of young drivers as well. 

{Some companies, notably Allstate, have been cultivating the 
under-25 group of drivers, and women under 25 have no special 
difficulty in getting insurance, but many companies simply won't 
insure males of the same age, except under very special condi- 
tions. Servicemen, regardless of age, are also considered bad risks 
and may find auto insurance hard to come by.} Territory .. . 
Cities where traffic is congested are much greater hazards than 
rural communities . . . Car owners in territories having the 
higher accident rate are charged a higher premium.” Using these 
criteria, car owners are classified into groups and the appropriate 
rates are applied. 

In some cases you can derive lower rates from your good 
driving record, or thru an agent who knows you to be a safe 
driver. It’s just about impossible, tho, to figure exactly what your 
premiums might be, but you can easily see how good a risk you 
are and plan to pay accordingly. 


The usual type of collision insurance is known as deductible. 
This means simply that according to how much you pay in 
premiums the insurance company covers all damages that amount 
to more than $25, $50, $100, etc. Here it is important to con- 
sider the value of your car. As a rule, insurance companies 
value cars (and settle claims) according to Blue Book prices, 
and with many cars this price is considerably less than your per- 
sonal valuation, or the price you paid for the car. So in the case 
of old cars, or “transportation specials” it is scarcely worthwhile 
to carry any collision insurance—the premiums you pay and the 
small amount you can expect to realize, even in the event of 
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total destruction, will not be commensurate with the value of the 
car. Be careful, too, with customized or restored cars. In some in- 
stances you can reach a satisfactory value with an agent or com- 
pany, but you normally won’t get back the amount you put into 
the car. Caughlin and Schneider quote a typical case: ‘Joe Col- 
lege owns a jalopy—one of Henry Ford’s best Model As—worth 


$175. He has it fixed up real nice. Some . . . motorist knocks 
the shiny Model A into a shambles. It would cost $275 to fix 
up the car. Poor Joe College runs smack up against the hard rule 
of the law that in no event can he recover more than the value 
of the Ford before the accident, namely $175.” Best rule of all 
in these cases is to discuss car value carefully with your broker 
or agent. 

With the average car, tho, collision insurance has few com- 
plications and can save you a big repair bill, should you have a 
bad accident. Most companies will even pay for your transpor- 
tation while your car is being repaired. 


There are many kinds of comprehensive insurance, but for 
the most part they are intended to cover your car in case of 
nearly any unforeseen damage. These are coverages, tho, that 
contain lots of small print—read a copy of your prospective 
policy and ask questions about it. 

You might have trouble, for example, in replacing such 
things as tires, batteries, or convertible tops should they be 
damaged or stolen. Almost all companies definitely consider 
depreciation on these items and usually won’t pay the full cost 
of a brand-new replacement. 

Otherwise all things such as fire, theft, storms, vandalism, riot 
and other unlikely happenings are covered. Here again be sure 
of the value of your car, and the amount the insurance will pay 
in the event of damage. No matter what happens to your car 
or how it happens, the insurance company won’t pay more than 
its Blue Book value. Altho it’s not a rule by any means, old-car 
owners usually pass up comprehensive insurance altogether. 


It is generally not required by law that you carry insurance, but 
it is definitely stated that you must have the ability to pay when 
you become liable, or suffer the consequences. In other words, 
juries assume that everyone is insured. So if you have no other 
insurance, it is absolutely essential to carry liability insurance, no 
matter what type of car you drive or how good a driver you are. 
The only real question is how much to carry. Here’s what Caugh- 
lin and Schneider say: “Do not wait until you have an accident 
to find out whether you have adequate policy limits. It may be 
too late. The cost of increased limits is surprisingly small. . . if 
your present bodily injury limits are $5000 and $10,000 [ze., 
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$5000 for each person injured and $10,000 for each accident}, 
and it costs $40 for this protection, you could increase the limits 
to $10,000 and $20,000 for an additional $8 per year; $50,000 
and $100,000 for an additional $18 per year; $100,000 and 
$200,000 for an additional $20 per year. . . Get bodily injury 
limits of at least $20,000 and $40,000 and property damage 
limits of $10,000.” Remember, if you’re insured for $10,000 and 
a claim against you amounts to $15,000, the insurance company, 
while it will defend you and pay court costs, will not pay more 
than the specified $10,000. Or suppose that you're responsible 
for demolishing a new Continental or Ferrari, or that your op- 
ponents in a case know that you make, say, $75,000 a year; it’s 
well worth the cost to have high limits of liability and be in the 
clear, so far as damage suits are concerned. 

Still another fact to consider is that, as a rule, higher liability 
verdicts come in from larger cities than from towns. Caughlin 
and Schneider add, too, that . business and_ professional 
people, corporations and those with apparent wealth should 
carry higher bodily injury limits—perhaps $100,000 and 
$300,000.” For anyone, it can mean peace of mind. 


Medical payments insurance is fairly reasonable in price (about 
$8 per year) and covers myriad occasions of injury. Caughlin 
and Schneider cite a typical policy explanation: “The Company 
agrees ‘to pay all reasonable expenses incurred within one year 
from the date of accident for necessary medical, surgical, am- 
bulance, hospital, professional, nursing and funeral services, to 
or for each person who sustains bodily injury, sickness or disease, 
caused by accident, while in, or upon, entering or alighting 
from the automobile if the automobile is being used by the 
named insured or with his permission’.” 

These payments cover other people injured while riding in 
your car, they cover you when riding in other cars, and even 
cover another person who is injured while you’re relieving him 
at the wheel of his car. The main qualifying stipulation is 
that the injury must take place in your car, or, in the case of 
another car, that you must be driving or riding in it. 

Don’t worry about the “entering or alighting’” phrase in the 
explanation. Both courts and insurance companies are liberal 
in interpreting this. One needn't have one foot in the car or any 
such thing as that—as long as he is in the act of entering or 
leaving the car he can be fairly sure of collecting. This type 
of insurance could save you a large hospital bill or help prevent 
a lawsuit against you. 


There are occasions when your insurance could become com- 
pletely void. The use of your car for illegal purposes or for 


purposes not covered by insurance are examples. Some policies 
are void outside the continental limits of the U.S.—check with 
your insurance agent before leaving the country. Another com- 
mon one is pulling a trailer behind your car without special 
insurance to cover it (altho some companies now throw in 
trailer coverage as a bonus along with regular policies.) There 
are other such voiding factors, some of which vary from com- 
pany to company, so before buying any policy ask what these 
voiding possibilities are and think them over. 

Sports-car drivers, active ones especially, must be particularly 
careful in selecting insurance. Any type of competition naturally 
voids all insurance as far as the company is concerned. How- 
ever, some liberal companies (Baur and Baur, for example) will 
uphold liability coverages in the case of accidents during rallies 
or outings where laws are not violated in any way. 

Remember too, that just having auto insurance doesn’t mean 
that you can wreck your car (or others) at every turn and 
expect a company to keep paying for it. Anybody can have 
1 accident or even 2, but when it starts to be a habit, insurance 
companies start getting irritable. If your company finds that you've 
had a number of irresponsible accidents, theyll simply drop 
you as a client. That means that you'll have to shop around 
for a new company. Reports on cancellations move rapidly thru 
official channels and other companies may also refuse you. In 
short, don’t abuse your insurance. 


WRITTEN ACCIDENT REPORT REQUIREMENTS 2 
(You must file a report in all cases involving death or personal injury.) 


Property Damage Time to 

States (One Vehicle) Report To Report 
Alabama $50 Director of Public Safety 10 days 
Arizona $50 Highway Department 5 days 
Arkansas $50 State Police Department 48 hours 
California None Required Local Police or Highway Patrol 48 hours 
Colorado All accidents Motor Vehicle Department 10 days 
Connecticut Commissioner of Motor Vehicles 48 hours 
Delaware $25 Department of Public Safety Immediately 
Dist. of Col. All accidents Police Department immediately 
Florida $50 State Road Department 24 hours 
Georgia $50 Department of Public Safety 10 days 
Idaho $50 Department of Law Enforcement 5 days 
Ilinois $100 Department of Public Works 10 days 
Indiana $50 Bureau of Motor Vehicles 24 hours 
lowa $50 Motor Vehicie Department 24 hours 
Kansas $50 Department of Motor Vehicles 24 hours 
Kentucky $100 Department of State Police 10 days 
Louisiana $25 Local or State Police 24 hours 
Maine $100 Chief of State Police 48 hours 
Maryland $75 Department of Motor Vehicles 5 days 
Massachusetts $100 Registry of Motor Vehicles immediately 
Michigan If car disabled Secretary of State immediately 
Minnesota $50 Commissioner of Motor Vehicles immediately 
Mississippi $50 Department of Public Safety 24 hours 
Missouri All accidents Local Police Immediately 
Montana All accidents Highway Patrol or Local Police 24 hours 
Nebraska $100 Department of Roads & Irrigation 10 days 
Nevada All accidents Sheriff or Police immediately 
New Hampshire $50 Commissioner of Motor Vehicles 48 hours 
New Jersey $100 Division of Motor Vehicles 5 days 
New Mexico $25 Division of Motor Vehicles 5 days 
New York $50 Commissioner of Motor Vehicles 48 hours 
No. Carolina $100 Department of Motor Vehicles 24 hours 
No. Dakota $50 Police or Sheriff ; 24 hours 
Ohio All accidents Registrar of Motor Vehicles 5 days 
Okiahoma Commissioner of Public Safety 10 days 
Oregon All accidents Secretary of State 24 hours 
Pennsylvania $100 Department of Revenue 24 hours 
Rhode Island $100 Registrar of Motor Vehicles 5 days 
So. Carolina $25 State Highway Department 5 days ad 
So. Dakota $50 Division of Motor Patrol 24 hours 
Tennessee $50 Department of Safety 24 hours 
Texas $25 Department of Public Safety 10 days 
Utah $25 Department of Public Safety 5 days 
Vermont $35 Commissioner of Motor Vehicles 36 hours 
Virginia $50 Division of Motor Vehicles 5 days 
Washington $25 Local Police or State Patrol 24 hours 
West Virginia $100 Department cf Motor Vehicles 5 days 
Wisconsin $100 Motor Vehicle Department 10 days 
Wyoming $50 Supervisor, State Highway Dept. 24 hours 
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1 TorK 


THE DIFFERENTIAL THAT 
REALLY bDIFFERENTIATES 





as described in 
August 
MOTOR TREND 





HI-TORK forces axle shafts and differen- 
tial to rotate together—differentiation oc- 
curs only on demand. It automatically uti- 
lizes all available traction at both rear 
wheels. 
HI-TORK is an 
that . 

e Eliminates Wheel Spin 

e Ups Your Top Speed 

e Increases Acceleration 

e Faster, Safer Cornering 

HI-TORK replaces your present differential, 
installation procedure being the same as 
a standard differential. Fits most late 
model cars—Ford, Mercury, Hudson, Stu- 
debaker, Plymouth, Dodge, DeSoto, Chrys- 
ler, Kaiser, Willys, Jeep 4X4 and ‘55 Chev- 
rolet. 

ORDER YOURS NOW ... ONLY $99.50 


stom, Literature on request; state make, 


“unlocking” differential 


model and year of your car. 


LYETH ENGINEERING 
P.O. Box 3841 
~ - 12859 E. Eight Mile Rd 
“Halanced Traction Detroit 5, Michigan 


awn vooubiobtcabiddscooedot4 04000 AAAATUULLIOOUAAAAUAATTEAUAAAH HAGEL 
McBar Adaptor Housings 





MODEL ENGINE TO TRANSMISSION 

@ CF-52—Cad and Olds to °52-54 Ford & Merc 

© CF-50-——Cad and Olds to 49-51 Ford & Merc 

© CF-40-—Cad and Olds to "32-48 Ford & Merc, Lincoln, 
Ford pick-up and 1% ton truck 

@ 52-LF-52--Lincoln OHV to °52-54 Ford & Merc 

© 52-LF-50—Lincoln OHV to '49-51 Ford & Merc 

@ 52-LF = a OHV to °32-48 Ford & Merc 

e 1.F-40—*49-51 Line. FH to °32-48 Ford-Merc-Line, ete. 

© CRF-52 "51-53 3 Chrysler V8 to °52-53 Ford & Merc 

© CRF-50—'51 Chrysler V8 to °49-51 Ford & Mere 

© CRF-40—'51-53 C hrysler to "32-48 Ford & Merc 

® CSM—Cad & "Olds to "53-54 Stude manual transmission 

® USA--Cad & Glds to Stude automatic transmission 


FREE CATALOG—CUSTOM INSTALLATION 
inquiry invited. Proper clutch recommendations 
Bar Machine Shop, Inc. 

65 N. Miami St., Peru, Ind., Phone 5155 or 6200 
UUCTEEOO STITUTE TEESE EASE PTAA TTP Se 
et #10 Good Paying 
wali BODY./ FENDER WORK 


Ma Big demand in Auto Body and Fender 
&\$ R// work. Start training now spare time 












at home for good pay work. Practical 
yf <5 experience includ .E.I. 
t=_>: covers metal work, weld- 
\. ing, painting, etc. Placement service 
—or we will show you how to start 
Ad) your own shop. Behind U.E. 1 
TRAINING is a large national or- 


ganization founded 1927. Write to 

pen teats day for FREE facts—no obligation 
Auto-Crafts Div., UTILITIES ENGINEERING INSTITUTE 
2523 Sheffield Ave., XAN-24, Chicago 14, Il. 

«! Rush Full Facts 
A. . Ai eentnccdédccrensanaenen . Age 

ess ° TTT T LTT 

y .....Zone. State 

+ here for information it you are under 17 

















NEW MOTORS 
useo LJ, ff, ¥ ADAPTORS 


Send for Free List When Ready to Deal 
We Buy—Sell—Trade—Custom Installations 


SHELL MOTORS—Box 25455, L. A. Cal. 
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This is an Alvis? Carrosserie Graber (of 
Switzerland) is responsible for the grace- 
ful new looks. Underneath, it’s the familiar 
6-cylinder, run-forever-and-love-it car that 
has always been priced too high for U.S. 


















for the FAVORED few 


A case where love must yield 
to practicality: small jewel of 
a Fiat (1100-TV cabriolet), 
lively and handsome, doomed 
to obscurity because of high cost 


Tho smaller Isabella is getting known 
here, this 6-cylinder Borgward Hansa 
2400 ‘’Pullman-limousine,”” with op- 
tional automatic gearbox will be rare 


PHOTOS: GORDON WILK'NS C P WIN ER. GUN HER MOLTER 





Latest wild competition car from Lotus (7 Tottenham Lane, Hornsey, London, N.8, Eng.) is 
Mark IX, with de Dion rear suspension, tube frame, outboard front and inboard rear disc brakes 
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Does YOUR Car Get “Shameful Dirty”? 


EVERY TIME YOU WASH 


NOW ... for Less Than 4¢ A Week Your Car Is Shiny Clean, 
“Proud Looking”! Super-Safe Kozak DRYWASH Cloth (Over 10 
Million Already Used) Cleans and Protects Finish. KozaK Needs 
No Water. No Sloppy Bucket or Hose, No Sponge, No Rags, 
No Cold Hands or Wet Feet. Gives You a Year of Gleaming 
“New-Car Look” for Only $2. So Fast and Easy It's a Joy to 
Use. Try KozaK 30 Days. Costs You NOTHING 
Unless You Say “GREAT”! 


HEN your car is clean and shiny bright, doesn’t it make you feel better? 
Some say it even runs better, but you know what they mean... If you 
___ take pride in how your car looks and like to save money too, then you are 
certain to enjoy using the KozaK Auto DRYWASH Cloth. Thousands of users 
(room to quote only a few here) declare they would never want to be without 
one. To the best of our knowledge we have never had a dissatisfied customer. 


Save Lots of Money In Car Wash Costs 


More than 10 million KozaKs have done a wonderful 
job of DRY-WASHING cars new and old WITHOUT 
WATER for 30 years. Now KozaK does an even bet- 
ter job of cleaning, beautifying, protecting, preserv- 
ing still finer finishes like the one on your car today. 
Why pay $1.50 or $2 for a wet-wash every time your 
car gets dirty?—-when a few minutes’ going-over with 
a KozaK DRYWASH Cloth makes it look like new 
again for just about 4 cents? Why slosh thru messy 
wet-washes yourself?—-when a $2 KozaK keeps wip- 
ing off that dust, dirt, grime, mud, for at least a year? 
KozaK is so easy to use that young sons and daughters, 
elderly people, housewives, teachers, nurses, get a per- 
fect professional showroom look on even a dirty car in e ; 
just 10 to 20 minutes. Many say 7 minutes is plenty. 
It’s so gentle and safe for car finish that careful people 
like Cadillac owners re-order KozaKs from us year 
after year, for themselves and for gifts to friends too. 


Mailed Same Day Direct to You 
The same day we receive the coupon below, your KozaK order will be in the mail. 
This is the beginning, not the end, of the sale. 
turns you into another real fan, we won't keep your money. 
asked to return your order. Keep the cloth, give it away, whatever you wish. 
Simply tell us on a postcard that you want your money back — you'll get it 
cheerfully by return mail without question. 


Why the KozaK DRYWASH Cloth Works So Well 


KozaK is a thick-nap folded cloth woven of selected soft long-staple fibers, scientifically treat- 
ed with modern detergents. Treated again after weaving, the cloth is aged and seasoned for 
many weeks to “set’’ its original strength even if exposed indefinitely to the air. It is used 

DRY when the car is dry. And because it ac- 
tually improves the surface and makes it more 
mirror-like with every Drywash, KozaK is the 
ONLY cloth that thousands of experienced 
new and used car dealers, as well as private 
car owners, will ever let touch their cars. 
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; EASTERN GRIME, 
WESTERN DUST, : 
NORTHERN SLUSH, 
SOUTHERN MUD P 
y «=... WIPE RIGHT OFF 
WITH KOZAK 

AUTO DRYWASH 
SOEASYIT’SAMAZING 3 
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ARIZONA: “My car looks better than 
it ever did, before my KOZAK.” 
A. E. Worsfold 


CALIFORNIA: “I have used the KO- 
ZAK on my 1949 Studebaker since I 
purchased it 3/2 years ago. The car still 
looks new after 47,000 miles. Your 
KOZAK is all you claim for it.” 
Stafford W. Bixby 


COLORADO: “A friend asked me to- 
day what I did to my car to keep it look- 
ing so nice all the time. So I told him 
about the KOZAK and he asked me to 
get the one I am ordering for him now.” 

Arthur Brandt 


CONNECTICUT: “I have used the 
KOZAK Auto DryWash Cloth for a 
good many years and have always found 
it to be all you advertised and more.” 
Royal W. Wilson 


DELAWARE: “We are seady users of 
your KOZAK Cloths, both for cars and 
furniture, and we swear by them! I want 
three more for my family.” 

Mrs. W. V. Sipple, Jr. 


FLORIDA: “Send me three KOZAKS. 
I am here for the winter and can’t get 
along without the KOZAK, as I use it 
all the time at home. Nothing like it!” 

Lewis S. Milner 


“The KOZAK is really a 


Davis 


GEORGIA: 
wonder. I enjoy using it.” W. H. 


INDIANA: “I was a doubting Thomas 
when I read your letter describing the 
dry-wash method. I took a chance and 
ordered one KOZAK. I am amazed at 
the results. Your statements are not the 
least bit out of line with actual facts.” 
F. L. Wiatrowski 


IDAHO: “I am sending you an order 
for a new supply of KOZAKS. A few 
days ago when I stopped at the garage 
where I bought my car (a 1950 Dodge) 
the proprietor said: ‘How do you keep 
your car so bright in this dust? I wash 
mine about twice a week, but yours is al- 
ways clean, looking just like it came out 
of a band-box!’ I told him I use a KO- 
ZAK Cloth on it! It takes me about ten 
minutes to go over my car.” Don Martin 


ILLINOIS: “I really got more than I 
expected in the KOZAK. I was amazed 
the way they cleaned my car after 30 
days dirt. I would call the KOZAK the 
magic cloth.” Arthur Higgins 


IOWA: “We have a new shoal green 
Cadillac and KOZAK makes it very easy 
to keep looking new.” E. D. DeMoss 


KENTUCKY: “Enclosed check for a 

KOZAK Cloth. Have used one for sev- 

eral years and think it is wonderful.” 
Mrs. S. S. Yantis 


LOUISIANA: “The KOZAKS are 
surely fine. I will not be without them as 
long as I have acar.” A.M. Trudeau 


MAINE: “Send me two more of your 
KOZAK Cloths. I have used one KO- 
ZAK all winter on my car and have not 
had to wet-wash it once. I am sold.” 


Theodore Wood 


MARYLAND: “I am a private chauf- 
feur. I take care of five cars. I am still 
using the KOZAK Cloth I got from 
you, and it is just wonderful.” 

—J. Whittington 
MINNESOTA: “We are very much 
pleased with your KOZAK. The way it 
performs is almost unbelievable. We 
really think it is wonderful.” 

Mrs. W. H. Hill 


MICHIGAN: “Although I’ve used my 
present KOZAK for over a year, it is 
still in good shape. I figure that if I 
hadn’t had the KOZAK I would have 
spent approximately $65.00 for car- 
washes in the past year. I can now have 
a clean car every day, and it gives one 
a feeling of pride and joy to drive to 
work with a shiny car.” J. D. Earl 


© KorsK Auto DryWash 
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Here Is How Your KOZAK Is 


Guaran f ead 


Use your KozaK DRY WASH Cloth 
for 30 days. If you are not delight- 
ed with its speed and ease, and with 
the clean bright look of your car 
every time you use it . . . AND if 
you do not agree it has saved you 
its cost many times over . . just write 
and the money you have paid will 
be refunded in full immediately. 
You do not have to return the Ko- 
zaK. We have saved car owners 
thousands of dollars, helped keep 
their cars looking clean and new for 
30 years. We fully expect to please 
you too or it’s no sale and no pay. 
On this unconditional guarantee tear 
out and mail the coupon now. 


KOZAK AUTO DRYWASH 
347 S. Lyon Street 


BATAVIA, N. Y. 


IT DOES 


No other cloth or cleaner on the market gives 
your car a better tested safe DRY- WASH ac- 
tion. KozaK is the ORIGINAL and ONLY 
Auto Drywash Cloth. There is no other way to 
have a clean car for only 4c a Drywash. KozaK 
keeps the showroom finish on your new car— 
revitalizes the clean bright shine of paint and 
chrome on your older car—helps get you a big- 
ger allowance when you trade-in, as reported 
by thousands of KozaK users. 


IT RAIN CATS AND DOGS? 
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HAVE A CLEAN, ‘ 
“NEW LOOKING” CAR 
IN ONLY MINUTES ‘ 
—NO MATTER WHERE 
YOU LIVE OR DRIVE 
—NO MATTER HOW 
OFTEN IT RAINS 
OR SNOWS 
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MISSOURI: “Have used them for sev- 
eral years on all our Funeral Automo- 
biles. All you advertise them to be, do 
not want to be without them.” 

Merle Shepard 


NEW JERSEY: “I have been using the 
KOZAK for the past six months, and I 
am amazed at the very fine condition it 
has kept my car in. Dirt vanishes and 
the car is as brilliant and shiny as new. 
Send me three more KOZAKS.” 

H. H. Furber 





NEBRASKA: “I would not be without 
the KOZAK. With very little effort I 
am able to keep my car clean and new- 
looking at all times, and have eliminated 
many costly wet-wash jobs. Please send 
me five more as soon as possible.” 
Edward G. Erlewine 


What a KOZAK ; 
DRYWASH Does: 


Removes dirt. 


NORTH CAROLINA: “Never saw any- 
4¢ | thing to equal the KOZAK for an auto- 
mobile. My car hasn’t had a water-wash 
3 | in six months, and looks better. Here’s 
check for another KOZAK.” 

C. R. Ricker 


NEW YORK: “I have been using KO- 
4 | ZAKS for some twenty years, and just 
bought a new one! you can see 
whether I like them!” H. C. Robertson 


OHIO: “I highly recommend your KO- 
ZAK Cloth. It has kept my 1951 Ply- 
mouth looking clean and new all the 
time, to say nothing of the money saved 
in not having the car washed.” 

Mrs. Jessie W. Friedmann 


OKLAHOMA: “I like my KOZAK 
DryWash so well that I want another 
one, and also want to send my son one. 
Enclosed find check.” John W. Byrd 


OREGON: “Please mail 3 KOZAK 
Auto DryWash Cloths. I’ve used these 
before and like them very much.” 

Mrs. Frank Newell 


PENNSYLVANIA: “I have been using 
your KOZAK Cloth for about ten years. 
My 1948 car has been water - washed 
twice in that time and then only when 
it was Simonized. Many people ask me 
if I had my car painted.” 

E. A. Puderbaugh 


SOUTH DAKOTA: “I use your KO- 
ZAK on our car with unbelievable re 
sults. My wife uses it on furniture, so 
I will have to have another one for my- 
self.” J. O. Beaver 


UTAH: “I have used your KOZAK 
Cloths for my cars for the past 15 years. 
They have given me entire satisfaction. 
Everybody admires my car. I inform 
them that KOZAK Auto DryWash does 
the trick. I can recommend them high- 
ly.” A. D. Sargent 


VIRGINIA: “My friends said I would 
tuin the finish rubbing it with a dry 
clean cloth but they quit laughing when 
I got such a good trade-in value. I’m 
ordering five to let them in on the fun!” 
Walter H. Dotson 
WISCONSIN: “These cloths are won- 
derful . . extra good in cold weather— 
no frozen windows, door locks, etc.” 
Wm. P. Robinson 


Saves time and work. 
No hose needed—sum- 


mer or winter . . . no 
Pressure moisture to 
rust springs and start 
squeaks. 


e 
@ Polishes as it cleans. 
aa 
e 


@ It’s safe — over 10 mil- 3 
lion used. 


@ Protects the finish. 4 


et te tt i tte tn ty At 


Unconditionally guaran- $ 
teed to give you a bright 
clean car fast, easy, safe, 
, or your money back at 
once! 
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Unless using KozaK for 30 days 
You are not even 





Trade Marks Reg. U.S. Par. Off., Canada 
. 
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KOZAK 347 So. Lyon St., Batavia, N. Y. 
Please send postpeid et once: 
2 KOZAKS 


REG. SUPER $3 KOZAKS 


(millions use them) (lasts four times longer) 
O 1 for $2 0 1 for $3 
0 SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER 
2 Reg. ($4) plus 1 Super ($3)—$7 value—J5.00 


© Check here for free Xmas wraps. 
_———_ oo 


Enclosed: ( check [ cash 
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17 pt. Plug 


shows 11% fuel 


Custin Auto Parts 
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Comtineatel Mrs. Co. 
Culver City, Colifereia 
Deer Sires 
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New electrode system still fires clean, hot and steady past 50,000 car miles! You may now order a set of these 


remarkable LIFE-TIME spark plugs from this advertisement .. . 


50,000 CAR MILES! Before .tire-tr1me development, the spark 
plug was the most often replaced part of your car. Engineers 
agreed that ‘creeping paralysis,” gradual electrode disintegra- 
tion, carbon buildup, widening gap, burning, blistering, 
insulator failure could waste one gallon in ten. The LIre-TIME 
plug goes far beyond the life of the average set of tires, the 
average battery, firing clean, hot and steady at 50,000 car miles! 
Most spectacular spark plug research breakthrough in 50 years 
allows unprecedented warranty. WE GUARANTEE GREATER GAS 
MILEAGE—GREATER ACCELERATION —A MAJOR POWER INCREASE — OR 
YOUR MONEY BACK. 





HOW 17 PT. FIRING WORKS 
Note electrodes closely. A circular arc- 
ing area (four concave segments). Gap 
being the same from all points. Elec- 
tricity has property of arcing from 
coldest point. Current also arcs more 
readily from apex of two planes than 
from face of a flat, metallic surface. Note that there are 16 
apexes (where two planes meet) — all the same distance from 
the center electrode. 











SPARK ROTATES AROUND CIRCLE. Normal heat and 
spark erosion are spread around the entire 360 degrees and 
around the whole circumference of the center electrode. 


CONTINENTAL MFG. CORP., CULVER CITY, CALIF. 


NOW ORDER 

REGISTERED SET FOR 

YOUR CAR AT POPULAR PRICE! 

this registered set of Lire-tTrme Spark Plugs in 
proper series (heat range and gap) for the car 

you indicate in coupon. Now AVAILABLE FOR AMERICAN 
& EUROPEAN PASSENGER CARS, TRUCKS, BOATS, FARM 
EQUIPMENT, INDUSTRIAL ENGINES. 


DEALERS AND DISTRIBUTORS — The tiFre-t1me Spark 
Plug is now in full production. Write for full details. Distribu- 
tors: Please inquire as to status of your territory. 








PLATONIUM-NICKEL ALLOY ELECTRODES— Metallur- 
gists’ first major step beyond platinum aircraft plug electrodes. 
Arcing points of this material have continued to function after 
the equivalent of 120,000 car-miles. 

SPECIAL SINTERED CORUNDUM INSULATOR — Made of 
gem-like mineral which conducts heat 20 times better than 
ordinary porcelain. Special shape (seen beneath electrodes) is 
designed to vaporize and exhaust wet carbon and oil. 
INDIVIDUAL INSPECTION — Each uire-t1me Spark Plug is 
tested for firing in oil and for resistance to 30,000 volts/CM. 


PERMANENT GAP — After months of use, Lire-tTrme Spark 
Plugs mike at exact factory pre-gap. 

SELF-CLEANING FOR LIFE— Confined gases exploding in 
chamber formed by multiple electrodes reclean arcing surfaces 
with each firing stroke. 





“THANKS FOR YOUR WONDERFUL LETTERS" 
The real test of a spark plug is “What will it do in 
my own car?” Take the above dynamometer test 
on a 1951 Buick Super. It shows an 8 horsepower 
gain with Life-Time 17-point plugs. That was a 
121% hp gain at 2000 RPM. You don’t need a 
dynamometer with Life-Time Plugs. You can 
feel the difference both in your ride and your 
pocketbook. Try a set and let me hear from you 
about them. Many Thanks. 


Inventor of the LIFE-TIME Spark Plug 


LIFE-TIME Spark Plug Division 
CONTINENTAL MANUFACTURING CORP. 
Washington Blvd. at Motor Ave., Culver City 18, California 


Gentlemen: Please mail postpaid Rete | A ye p. 
LIFE-TIME Spark Plugs in proper heat rang: gp for my 

at $1.19 per plug (set of six, $7.14, set of ei ight, $0 ). (Or's cond 
$1 per set, balance C.O.D.) California resi lents add 3% tax. 
Make of my car is year. 

Model No. cyl 


l enclose $. (check, cash or money order) 











Name 

















